
 

City Council Meeting 
Wednesday, November 8, 2023 
4100 Lakeview Avenue North 

Robbinsdale, MN 
7:00 PM 

 
AGENDA 

 
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 

The City Council is meeting as a legislative body to conduct the business of the City according to the 
RULES OF PROCEDURE AND DECORUM OF THE CITY COUNCIL. Unless so ordered by the 
Mayor, citizen participation is limited to the following times and always within the prescribed rules of 
conduct for public input at meetings. 

A. PUBLIC HEARINGS: Public hearings are conducted so that the public affected by a proposal 
may have input into the decision. During hearings, all affected residents will be given an 
opportunity to speak pursuant to the RULES OF PROCEDURE AND DECORUM OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL. 
 

B. OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL ON MATTERS 
NOT ON THE AGENDA 
 
Any member of the public may speak at this time on any item NOT on the agenda. In 
consideration for the public attending the meeting for specific items on the agenda, this portion 
of the meeting will be limited to fifteen (15) minutes. Individuals are requested to limit their 
comments to four (4) minutes or less. If the majority of the Council determines that additional 
time on a specific issue is warranted, then discussion on that issue shall be continued under 
Other Business at the end of the agenda. Before addressing the City Council, members of the 
public are asked to step up to the microphone, give their name, address and state the subject to 
be discussed. All remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a whole and not to any member 
thereof. No person other than members of the Council and the person having the floor shall be 
permitted to enter into any discussion without permission of the presiding officer. 
 
Your participation, as prescribed by the Council's RULES, is welcomed and your cooperation is 
greatly appreciated. 

  

1. CITY COUNCIL MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL: Parisian, Wagner, Murphy, Webb, Mayor Blonigan 

3. MICROPHONE CHECK: Parisian, Wagner, Murphy, Webb, Mayor Blonigan 

4. OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL ON 
MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

5. APPROVAL OF THE NOVEMBER 8, 2023 MEETING AGENDA 

6. CONSENT AGENDA: Pursuant to Council rules, one motion, non- debatable, will approve 
the recommendation noted. Any member of the Council may ask for an item to be taken 
from the Consent Agenda for discussion and separate action. Such items removed from the 
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Consent Agenda shall be considered immediately following approval of the balance of the 
Consent Agenda: 

 A. Approve City Council meeting minutes from October 17, 2023. 

 B. Approve City Council special work session minutes from October 17, 2023. 

 C. Receive Planning Commission meeting minutes from September 21, 2023. 

 D. Receive Parks, Recreation, & Forestry Commission meeting minutes from September 
26, 2023. 

 E. Receive Human Rights Commission meeting minutes from September 28, 2023. 

 F. Deputy Registrar’s Monthly Financial Statements 

 G. Robbinsdale Wine & Spirits’ Monthly Financial Statements 

 H. Resolution utilizing American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds. 

 I. Quarterly Financial Information for General, Water, Sanitary Sewer, Storm Sewer, and 
Solid Waste 

 J. Approval of Credit Card Charges and Payment 

 K. Extension of Bond issuance and related services contract 

 L. Appointment of Human Rights Commissioners (HRC) 

 M. Authorize Agreement with Axon for Body Cameras, Dash Cameras and data plan 

 N. Second reading of an Ordinance amendment for retail financial services 

 O. Variance request V23-2 for fence height at 4249 Unity Avenue North 

 P. Approval of Licenses 

 Q. Resolution adopting the 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update 

7. PRESENTATIONS 

 A. None 

8. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 A. None 

9. OLD BUSINESS 

 A. None 

10. NEW BUSINESS 
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 A. Ward 2 Vacancy and Special Election 

 B. Proclomation Re-affirming Committment to Beyond the Yellow Ribbon 

 C. Conditional Use Permit request C23-4 for 3815 Crystal Lake Blvd. involving the 
Floodplain  

 D. First Reading of an Ordinance amendment to allow Cannabis retailers 

11. OTHER BUSINESS 

 A. Voucher Requests Pending Approval for Disbursement 

12. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

13. COUNCIL GENERAL COMMUNICATIONS 

14. ADJOURNMENT 
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MINUTES

City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, October 17, 2023

Meeting No. 20

CITY COUNCIL MEETING CALLED TO ORDER
Mayor Blonigan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Present: Parisian, Wagner, Murphy, Mayor Blonigan 
Absent:
Staff: Tim Sandvik, City Manager; Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk

OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL ON MATTERS NOT ON 
THE AGENDA
Mayor Blonigan opened the floor to the public. No members of the public spoke.

APPROVAL OF THE OCTOBER 17, 2023 MEETING AGENDA
Member Murphy MOVED, seconded by Parisian to approve the October 17, 2023, Meeting Agenda. The vote 
was unanimous and the motion Passed.

CONSENT AGENDA
Member Parisian MOVED, seconded by Wagner to approve the Consent Agenda. The vote was unanimous and 
the motion Passed.

A. Motion to approve City Council meeting minutes from October 3, 2023.

B. Motion to approve the City Council Work Session meeting minutes of October 10, 2023.

C. Approve Resolution No. 8060 for the Hennepin County Facilities Grant: National Fitness 
Campaign Fitness Court

D. Approve Submission of the Clean Energy Resource Teams Seed Grant Application

E. Approve Quote for Crack Sealing

F. Investment Report

G. Resolution No. 8061 to accept American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds from US Treasury

H. Approval of Licenses

PRESENTATIONS
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A. SLR 81 (Stop Light Rail on 81) Group - Presentation

Karen Shull, 3939 Crystal Lake Blvd., representing SLR 81, noted they aren't against public transportation, but 
that there are alternatives. She noted SLR 81 would have 7 speakers tonight.

Bob Papousek, 3904 Lakeland Ave. N, noted his concern about the open Ward 2 Council seat and stated that 
leaves about 25% of residents without a voice. He stated this project will impact development and people’s 
desire to live in Robbinsdale. He noted it could change the small town feel of Robbinsdale and the roughly 
3,500 people in Ward 2 deserve representation in this critical decision-making time.

Mary Pattock, 2782 Dean Pkwy, provided five examples of why the City should not trust the Met Council. She 
noted she is on a task force to reform the Met Council and asked the City to beware.

Jerome Johnson, 378 Summit Ave Apt. A., stated he developed a set of proforma time tables based on 
potential operation configurations that have been proposed. Mayor Blonigan asked Mr. Johnson to provide a 
curriculum vitae for his work. Mr. Johnson shared his timetables comparing a light rail versus a bus rapid 
transit system.

Kristel Porter, West Broadway Business and Area Coalition, noted they have been doing engagement around 
the Blue Line Extension for a couple years and stated the businesses they represent feel they would not 
survive a project of this magnitude. She stated business owners are concerned that people will avoid the 
construction areas, even if they are constructed in segments, and this could ultimately lead to patrons not 
continuing to visit those businesses. She questioned the anti-displacement initiatives and stated they support 
bus rapid transit.

Tom Slupske, 4748 Edgewood, stated he lives in Crystal, MN and that what happens in Robbinsdale will also 
affect Crystal, as the communities are interconnected. He noted he attended the Tri-City Police Reform and 
shared comments from the Chiefs of Police from Robbinsdale, Crystal, and New Hope. He stated his concern 
for public safety and questioned if there would be tax hikes to fund increased safety concerns.

Ann Tranvik, 4007 Shoreline Dr., stated she is speaking about the potential park-and-ride station that is being 
proposed at 40th and Bottineau Blvd., and the impact that may have on the city. She noted safety hazards 
crossing the street and asked about pedestrian and bike traffic. She continued with her concerns about traffic 
on Shoreline Drive and how that could impact the character of the neighborhood.

Betty Ford, 3846 Lakeland Ave. N, presented her concerns about the new proposed route down County Road 
81, including the need for an updated route, how business would be affected, natural environmental concerns, 
and the infrastructure and traffic flow. She also mentioned safety concerns and noted a study should be done 
comparing light rail to bus rapid transit.

George Selman., 3953 Zane Ave. N., thanked the presenters and people attending the Council meeting tonight. 
He noted this decision will impact the City for many years to come and encouraged folks to reach out to their 
representatives to voice their opinions.

Mayor Blonigan asked for a show of hands for the people who do not want the light rail to go down County 
Road 81. Approximately 85 people raised their hands. Approximately 16 of those hands were not Robbinsdale 
residents.

Member Murphy stated he is not in favor of the alignment down County Road 81 and noted residents have 
been voicing their concerns to him. He also mentioned looking into alternatives and taking a pause on this.
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Member Parisian stated her appreciation for the people who are engaged in the process and conversations she 
had with constituents during her campaign process. She noted she had been a bus commuter for several years 
and was excited about this project long before she decided to run for office. She recognized several themes 
that came up tonight, including maintaining the character of Robbinsdale, green space and environmental 
impact, pedestrian and biker safety, and overall public safety. She noted that she shares those same concerns.

Member Wagner stated his support of the project and the current alignment, noting that is what he ran on. He 
noted the concerns about pedestrian and cyclist safety and how that is something he takes very seriously. He 
stated this project should enhance walkability and bikeability. He questioned whether a park-and-ride structure 
would also be used if there was a bus rapid transit system. He also spoke about the current alignment versus 
the original alignment and noted this new route avoids sharing it with a freight line, going through a wetland, 
and also avoids going through peoples' properties. He recognized his concerns about crime and noted efforts 
are being made. He stated the Council should focus on what they can do and advocate for in Robbinsdale. He 
mentioned North Memorial, which is the largest employer in Robbinsdale, and it's important to think of their 
needs as well.

Mayor Blonigan noted this process isn't done and that he wouldn't be deciding yet, as there will still be 
future input. He noted his skepticism of the Met Council and mentioned his thoughts on municipal consent. 
He stated his preferred route would be down the rail corridor instead of County Road 81 and stated he is 
waiting for a study to show ride times for the new route. He expressed his desire to do what is best for 
Robbinsdale and hopes for an elevated track.

Karen Shull stated she has been to the Met Council meetings and the CMC meetings and noted municipal 
consent is a factor.

George Selman thanked the Council for their time tonight.

B. Accept Council Member Webb's Resignation

Sandvik noted that staff is asking the Council to accept the letter of resignation, but will not take any formal 
action, and tonight would be an opportunity to outline potential next steps. He noted the city will need to 
conduct a special election based on the provisions in the Robbinsdale City Charter, and also emphasized that 
state statute dictates which days a special election can be held on, including, February, April, May, August, 
and November. He further described that Hennepin County is recommending that Robbinsdale hold its 
special election in May, as there is a required 46-day period of absentee voting. He continued that holding an 
election in February or April would cause absentee voting overlap with the Presidential Nomination Primary 
held on March 5, 2024, and that overlap would most likely lead to voter confusion and administrative 
burden. He also stated that if the city has more than two candidates, it would be required that we hold a 
special primary election and a special general election. No matter if the primary election was held in April or 
May, the general special election couldn't be held until August, because of the required 46-day absentee 
voting period. Sandvik reiterated the Council is not being asked to formally declare the vacancy, but to 
provide feedback, and this will come back to the Council in November.

Mayor Blonigan confirmed the dates of holding a special primary and special general election and noted he 
would lean towards holding the primary in May.

Member Murphy mentioned the Robbinsdale Charter Commission was asked to look into the process of filing 
a vacancy on the Council after the last time this took place, and noted they are in the process of doing this 
now. He also asked if we could tentatively plan for an April election in hopes two or fewer people would file, 
but change it if there are more candidates. Sandvik stated no, and stated they would set an official schedule 
when they declare the vacancy, which also sets the filing dates.
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Member Wagner asked if this seat would again be open in the fall for the November election and if that would 
require another filing period. Sandvik stated if there is a special election in August, it could potentially occur 
on the same date as the primary election for the Ward 2 seat, starting in 2025.

Member Murphy asked if there would be enough time to update the City Charter to avoid holding a special 
election. Sandvik stated that because of the required timeline that a Charter amendment takes, there would 
not be enough time to amend the City Charter to avoid calling for a special election.

Member Parisian asked how the date of the election affects the candidate filing window. Peterson-Etem 
noted the filing period is 56-70 days before the election and would be different depending on if the special 
election was held in April or May.

Former Council Member Mathias asked for clarification about why the election can't happen in February.

Sandvik noted that Hennepin County provided a statement stating a February special election would overlap 
with the March 5, 2024, Presidential Nomination Primary, causing significant concerns regarding a high 
burden of potential voter confusion and significant administrative burden.

It was the consensus of the Council to support staff's recommendation.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. Public Hearing - Licenses for Wicked Wort Brewing Company, LLC

Sandvik provided a brief overview of the licenses requested. He noted staff have reviewed the submitted 
materials and recommend approval. He also noted that since we are close to the end of the year, staff is also 
recommending that the fees be paid for the remainder of 2023, and also for 2024.

Mayor Blonigan opened the public hearing.

Brenda Remus, 3614 Abbott Ave. N., asked about the entertainment license. Sandvik stated the 
entertainment license is specific to entertainment being performed within the two buildings. He also noted a 
separate special event permit would be required for anything else outdoors.

Alex Doring, 3817 Brunswick Ave. N, Crystal, stated he is excited to be part of the community and hopes 
people find that the space is open to everyone.

Member Wagner MOVED, seconded by Parisian, to close the public hearing. This vote was unanimous and 
the motion passed.

Member Parisian MOVED, seconded by Murphy to approve the issuance of the Taproom and Small Brewer 
licenses, including Sunday sales, to Alexander Doering, dba Wicked Wort Brewing Company, LLC, 4165 
West Broadway, as well as a restaurant license, entertainment license for 4165 West Broadway; and, 
convenience foods license for Bean There Coffee Shop at 4175 West Broadway, with license fees paid for the 
remainder of 2023 and through 2024. This vote was unanimous and the motion passed.

OLD BUSINESS

A. None
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NEW BUSINESS

A. Consider Resolution Supporting Updates at Sochacki Park

Sandvik provided an overview of the item and noted the City has been working with Golden Valley and 
Three Rivers Park District. He noted that the City as the land owners are required by resolution to show 
support for this project, allowing Three Rivers Park District to apply for grant funding.

Member Wagner asked if more than just the Robbinsdale School District could utilize the classroom. Sandvik 
stated the classroom would be operated by Three Rivers Park District, and programming would be offered by a 
variety of organizations.

Member Parisian MOVED, seconded by Wagner to approve Resolution No. 8062 "A RESOLUTION 
SUPPORTING THE EFFORTS OF THREE RIVERS PARKS DISTRICT TO INSTALL THE “SOCHACKI 
CLASSROOM” AT SOCHACKI PARK." This vote was unanimous and the motion passed.

OTHER BUSINESS
A. Voucher Requests Pending Approval for Disbursement

Member Murphy MOVED, seconded by Wagner to approve the Voucher Requests pending approval for 
disbursement. The vote was unanimous and the motion Passed.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
Sandvik thanked folks for coming to the Birdtown Boo Bash, the event held at Lakeview Terrance Park on 
October 7, and community members who attended the Water Treatment Plant Grand opening. He noted job 
openings the City currently has and encouraged people to take a look at the city website. Additionally, he 
encouraged people to visit the City website as the Police Department is taking part in the Pink Patch Project 
in an effort to raise funds for breast cancer awareness. Lastly, he thanked Councilmember Webb for her time 
on the Council and appreciated her welcoming nature and pushing him to be challenged.

COUNCIL GENERAL COMMUNICATIONS
Member Parisian noted how welcoming and kind Councilmember Webb is and valued the viewpoints she 
brought to the City. She mentioned the Water Treatment Plant tours and thanked staff for their time and effort.

Member Wagner also thanked staff for their work on the Water Treatment Plant. He noted a trash pick-up at 
South Halifax Park on October 28, 2023, and encouraged people to attend. He extended his thoughts and 
prayers to the current situation in Israel and Palestine and hopes peace will come quickly.

Member Murphy thanked staff for taking down the trees near EMI. He noted we should include our Met 
Council representative at future meetings involving light rail. He wished Councilmember Webb all the best 
moving forward. Lastly, he offered his condolences to Luke Gustafson’s family, as he was a former business 
owner in Robbinsdale and unexpectedly passed away.

Mayor Blonigan echoed the previous comments and noted the Water Treatment Plant is the largest project 
the City has done and that it will provide treated water for many years to come. He also recognized 
Councilmember Webb and noted her concern for every human being and was a great advocate for the 
community members.
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ADJOURNMENT
Member Murphy MOVED, seconded by Wagner to adjourn the meeting at 9:04 p.m. This vote was unanimous 
and the motion passed.

Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk    William A. Blonigan, Mayor
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City Council Special Work Session 
Tuesday, October 17, 2023 

 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
Mayor Pro Tem Wagner called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 
Present:  Murphy, Parisian, Mayor Blonigan, Mayor Pro Tem Wagner 
Absent:  Webb 
Staff:  Tim Sandvik, City Manager; Kayla Kirtz, Assistant to City Manager - Communications; Chase 

Peterson- Etem, City Clerk/Assistant to City Manager; Richard McCoy, Public Works 
Director/City Engineer; Diaa Tahoun, Finance Director 

DISCUSSION 
Robbinsdale Parkway United Church of Christ (UCC) representative voiced concerns about stormwater 
drainage fees. They stated that their charged rates far exceed rates charged to other churches in neighboring 
communities. The representative said there is a need for relief and is requesting that the Council reduce the 
stormwater drainage fees charged to churches. 

 
Member Murphy asked the Public Works Director if churches are being charged the same as commercial 
properties. McCoy clarified that properties have different equivalencies, as specified in the City Code, and 
properties such as large commercial properties have a higher fraction of impervious surfaces. 

 
Robbinsdale Parkway UCC noted that their church donated land on their property to the city for a rain garden. 
Sandvik clarified with McCoy whether or not the land was officially donated to the city. McCoy clarified that 
the land was passed as an easement and therefore the city does not own it, the church does. 

 
Mayor Blonigan asked the other churches to share their concerns. Peace Lutheran noted that the churches were 
built before the city instigated the requirement of retention ponds for all new developments. Faith-Lilac Way 
noted that part of their impervious surface is also part of a city right-of-way. 

 
Robbinsdale UCC clarified that churches are not expected to be treated differently from other land uses but are 
nonprofits and are seeking help from the Council to find a way to reduce stormwater fees for churches in a 
manner that achieves equity. 

 
Member Murphy noted that the process for calculating charges for impervious surfaces could be made more 
specific with technologies like GIS. 

 
Robbinsdale UCC shared an anecdote about recently replacing the roof of the church. 

 
Sandvik thanked the representatives for coming in and discussing the topic, and noted that each city has 
different and aging infrastructure, so it is not easy to make direct comparisons with other cities. Sandvik 
recommended that the Council review the packet materials, including the proposed utility fees. 
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Mayor Pro Tem Wagner stated that he would be open to considering a financing option for converting parking 
lots if spaces are no longer needed. 

A. Enterprise and Capital Project Fund Budgets, Capital Improvement Plan (CIP), Fee Schedule, and 
General Fund Updates 

Sandvik introduced the attachments. 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Wagner clarified the percentages on page 15 of the packet. Staff and Council discussed rate 
increases and revenue sources. 

 
Member Murphy discussed the city's sources of revenue and proposed asking the state legislature for project 
funding. 

 
Tahoun noted American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds. Sandvik and Council discussed plans for the city's use 
of ARPA funds. 

 
Council and staff discussed proposed utility rate adjustments for 2024. Mayor Blonigan stated his support for 
the water rate charges and is in support of looking into options for church stormwater fees. McCoy and Council 
discussed stormwater fees and replacement of aging city infrastructure. 

 
Tahoun reviewed revenue from the municipal liquor store and the license center. 

Tahoun reviewed Capital Improvement Funds. 

Blonigan stated support for including the Parks, Recreation, & Forestry Commission in conversations about 
future parks planning. 

 
Staff and Council discussed the solid waste management contract. 

 
Member Murphy requested an addition to utility bills that breaks down the purpose of each charge. 

Staff and Council discussed the special assessment process. 

Sandvik encouraged the Council to reach out to staff with questions. 
 

Sandvik introduced the 10 Year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). McCoy highlighted different items included 
in the 10 Year CIP: civic campus, public works garage, solar panels on city hall, EV charging stations, central 
garage equipment, Lakeview Terrace Park sport court, Sanborn Park improvements, and Lee Park north end 
enhancements. McCoy discussed infrastructure replacement. McCoy highlighted upcoming street projects: 
Shoreline Drive, 36th Avenue, and West Broadway. 

 
McCoy stated that decisions will need to be made about Water Tower 1, such as hosting community 
discussions about keeping the tower as a landmark or otherwise. Staff and Council discussed financial options 
for maintaining the water tower. 

 
McCoy highlighted PFAS reduction projects and the demolition of existing Tower 2. 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Wagner transitioned the discussion to the proposed fee schedule. Sandvik discussed the 
proposed fee schedule. 

 
Sandvik suggested that Council consider scheduling a special work session in December and encouraged the 
Council to come to staff with questions. 
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STAFF UPDATES 
None. 

 

COUNCIL UPDATES 
None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
Mayor Pro Tem Wagner adjourned the meeting at 6:53 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
Kayla Kirtz, Assistant to City Manager-Communications William A. Blonigan, Mayor 
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ROBBINSDALE PARKS, RECREATION & FORESTRY COMMISSION 

Tuesday, September 26, 2023 Minutes 
    Robbinsdale City Hall     

 
The Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Commission, is an advisory commission to the City Council on 

matters relating to the City’s parks system, recreation programs, and forestry activities. 
 
 

1) Commission Meeting Called to Order  
Present: Rochon-Washington, Hickman, Erdos-Thayer, Vaith 
Excused: Hill, Markfort, Beck 
Others: Matt Bazyk 
   

2) Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting of August 22, 2023.  (pg 2-3) 
 Minutes approved 
 

3) New Business 
A) Oath of Office – Daniel Hickman  

Daniel received the “Orientation for Public Officials in Minnesota” and “Sturgis’s Standard 
Code of Parliamentary Procedures” sent by Tim.  
  

B)  Welcomed Matt 
 

C) Goals for 2024 
 
Rochon-Washington: Fitness Parks and Improvements to facilities. Desire to have input 
in say what is going on in parks. Desire to keep gardens and trees in forefront. Mixed 
use space. Parents can use space safely while kids are also using space. 
 
Vaith: More variety in parks. Desire to make this more accessible for multiple users such 
as wheelchair accessibility.  
 
Erdos-Thayer: Visibility for fitness court is important. Fruited trees along the Boulevard. 
Segment towards multiple goals so that the Commission is able to combine the multiple 
visions of the community. “Bikifying” parks, more bike racks, making them more visible. 
Potential pump track in a park. Roseville: Pump track has support and funding from 
Three Rivers. Age agnostic parks. Fun Fund and increasing donations through Round 
Up programs to help fund the Fun Fund and increase scholarship dollars.  
 
Hickman: Putting parks on the forefront so that the residents know about the smaller 
parks in our community. 
 
Opportunities to come in-front of Council to discuss second stage of Budget for 2024. 
Would be interested in discussing how dollars are allocated with the budget. If dollar 
amounts are set.  
   
 

4) Old Business 
A) Equity in Recreational programming 

 

B) Program updates: Looking to get more seniors involved in programs. New options 

such as tai chi are being discussed. 
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Rochon-Washington suggested Copper Field and other Senior Centers for program 

registration. Partnerships to fill recreation quota for residents.  

 

Erdos-Thayer suggested doing a comprehensive program package for senior facilities to 

help seniors be more active and involved. Transportation options through Robbinsdale to 

help get seniors to programs in other communities.  

 

C) Park Project updates 

Sanborn North: Vaith- approves the transition of Sanborn North from baseball to softball 

field, but would have appreciated more conversation with PRF Commission prior to 

project starting.  

 
5) City Report & Updates  
 A)  Parks 

Scott update on Lee Building. Grading of parking lot and trails at Humphrey Park in October.  
 

B)  Recreation: Looking for $50K donation prior to Jan 4th.  

Hickman and Vaith asked if Three Rivers would be willing to donate dollars to the Fitness 

Court.  

 C)  Forestry: Gave updates from Stephan.  
 

 Erdos-Thayer: Tree overgrowth concerns on public walkways. 40th near railroad tracks 39th 
½. Is city doing anything about these types of issues?  

  
Rochon-Washington: Corner of Drew and Lowry up to Manor Park. Concerns about dead 
trees and dead tree limbs.  

  
6) Adjournment 

Meeting moved and voted to adjourn.  
 Meeting adjourned at 8:10.  
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Diaa Tahoun, Finance Director 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: November 8, 2023 

RE: Deputy Registrar’s Monthly Financial Statements 
 

Background: 

The Deputy Registrar’s financial reports for the month of September 2023 prepared by the 
Finance department. The reports include monthly and year to date amounts for 2023 with 
comparable amounts to 2022.  
 
Analysis: 
Year to date revenues are $457,586 which is $69,764 higher than the prior year. Expenditures 
were higher by $15,727. There is a net gain before transfers of $82,465 year to date, which is 
$54,037 more than last year.  
  
Passport revenue year to date increased $26,327, (33.9%) and motor vehicle fees have decreased 
$2,623, (-0.9%).  
  
In July 2023, The Deputy Registrar received a payment in the amount of $46,502.12 for the 
Transportation Omnibus Bill.  
 
Recommendation: 
Approve a motion to acknowledge the Deputy Registrar’s financial reports for the month of 
September 2023. 
 
Attachments: 
1. DEPS Sep 2023 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Diaa Tahoun, Finance Director 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: November 8, 2023 

RE: Robbinsdale Wine & Spirits’ Monthly Financial Statements 
 

Background: 

The Robbinsdale Wine & Spirits’ financial reports for the month of September 2023 were 
prepared by the Finance department. The report includes monthly and year to date amounts for 
2023 with comparable amounts to 2022. 
 
Analysis: 
Year to date sales are $3,208,387, which is up $44,404 from the prior year. Gross profit on sales 
is at $881,281 compared with $868,330 in 2022. Gross profit year to date is at 28%, which is our 
target. Net income before transfers for the year is $87,449, compared to a net income of 
$106,054 in 2022.  
  
The rent expense associated with the Hy-Vee location, amounting to $12,075 per month, is 
accounted for within the depreciation expense because of GASB 87. 
 
Recommendation: 
Approve a motion to acknowledge the Robbinsdale Wine & Spirits’ financial reports for the 
month of September 2023.   
 
Attachments: 
1. Liquor Sep 2023 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Diaa Tahoun, Finance Director 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: November 8, 2023 

RE: Resolution utilizing American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds. 
 

Background: 

The American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) is a federal law passed in 2021 that provides financial 
relief to various sectors and communities affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. The ARPA 
established a substantial fund to support a wide range of initiatives, including economic 
recovery, public health, and infrastructure projects. 
 
Analysis: 
The City has received $1,572,462.12 in ARPA Act Funding from the Federal Government 
through US Treasury in response to the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency. These funds are 
available through December 31, 2024. The City Council accepted the ARPA funds on 
10/17/2023. The resolution sets forth the City’s desire to reimburse itself for the payroll and 
covered benefits expenses for public safety. The ARPA Act funds are considered Federal 
Assistance that is subject to Single Audit Requirements. 
 
Recommendation: 
By motion, waive the reading and order the adoption of the RESOLUTION UTILIZING 
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) FUNDS. (shown as Exhibit 1) 
 
Attachments: 
1. Reimbursement ARPA funds resolution 
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Member _____________ moved and Member ________________ seconded a motion that the following 
resolution be read and adopted this 8th day of November, 2023.

RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION UTILIZING AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN 
ACT (ARPA) FUNDS

WHEREAS, Congress adopted the American Rescue Plan Act in March 2021 (ARPA) 
which included $350B in recovery funds for cities across the country; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Robbinsdale received American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds 
of $786,231.06 in 2021 and $786,231.06 in 2022 for a total of $1,572,462.12; and

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Treasury in the Final Rule issued January 
6, 2022 allows local government recipients to utilize an amount not to exceed $10M (standard 
allowance) of their awarded allocation for the replacement of lost public sector revenues due to 
the pandemic; and

WHEREAS, under the State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (SLFRF) program, funds 
must be used for costs incurred on or after March 3, 2021, obligated by December 31, 2024 and 
expended by December 31, 2026.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 
Robbinsdale to accept the as follows:

1. The City accepts its share of ARPA Coronavirus SLFRF funds from the United States 
Department of Treasury to use in a manner consistent with the Department of Treasury’s 
guidance.

2. The City has determined the Standard Allowance related to lost public sector revenue is 
the least restrictive use of these funds and allows the City to utilize the funds for the provision of 
government services, including wages, infrastructure improvements, maintenance, capital 
projects and other services.

The question was on the adoption of the resolution and upon a vote being taken thereon, the 
following voted in favor thereof:

And the following voted against the same:

WHEREUPON SAID RESOLUTION WAS DECLARED DULY PASSED AND 
ADOPTED THIS 8TH DAY OF NOVEMBER 2023.

       William A. Blonigan, Mayor
ATTEST:

Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk

(seal)
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Diaa Tahoun, Finance Director 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: November 8, 2023 

RE: Quarterly Financial Information for General, Water, Sanitary Sewer, 
Storm Sewer, and Solid Waste 

 

Background: 

Attached is quarterly financial information for the General, Water, Sanitary Sewer, Storm Sewer 
and Solid Waste Funds for the quarter ending September 2023, prepared by the finance 
department. The report includes a budget and quarterly amounts for 2023. 
 
Analysis: 
This is summarized information and reflects transactions that have occurred to date through the 
quarter. Many of the General Fund revenues are received in lump payments at various times 
during the years and many expenses are seasonal. 
 
Recommendation: 
Approve a motion to acknowledge the financial reports for the quarter ended September 2023.   
 
Attachments: 
1. Quarterly FS memo - 9.30.23 
 

Page 29 of 129



Page 30 of 129



Page 31 of 129



Page 32 of 129



Page 33 of 129



Page 34 of 129



 
 
TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Diaa Tahoun, Finance Director 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: November 8, 2023 

RE: Approval of Credit Card Charges and Payment 
 

Background: 

The City has issued credit cards to certain employees as designated by the City Manager. Credit 
card payments are made using the ACH payment method directly to the bank, no check is issued, 
and payment is required by a certain date to avoid finance charges. 
 
Analysis: 
The attached listings are the credit card payments made in the month of September 2023, 
representing charges for the period August 11, 2023, through September 10, 2023, for expenses 
for City operations. 
 
Recommendation: 
By motion approve the September 2023, payment for City credit card charges. 
 
Attachments: 
1. CC Sep 2023 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Diaa Tahoun, Finance Director 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: November 8, 2023 

RE: Extension of Bond issuance and related services contract 
 

Background: 

In March 2015, the City entered into a contract with Baker Tilly to manage bond issuance and 
related services. Given the significant passage of time and the current economic environment 
characterized by inflationary pressures, it is advisable to consider updating the compliance 
language and fee schedule within this contract. 
 
Analysis: 
Based on our assessment, it is anticipated that Baker Tilly's new contract will result in an 
approximate 32% increase in their provision of arbitrage services as of January 1, 2024, and an 
approximate 15% increase in bond issuance services as of January 1, 2026. A copy of the 
engagement letter agreement related to services is provided as Exhibit 1. 
 
Recommendation: 
By motion, authorize the City Manager to sign the new contract with Baker Tilly for the purpose 
of managing Bond issuance and related services on behalf of both the City of Robbinsdale and 
the Robbinsdale Economic Development Authority (REDA) 
 
Attachments: 
1. Robbinsdale MN MSA Agreement Oct-27-2023 
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�����[LH�FHI]CDHF�K@R�EHIMF�KF�FHE�A?IEL�C@�ELCF�UD?QH�JQQH@RCV�KIH�KOIHHR�E?�?@�THLKBA�?A�ELH�>BCH@E�TZo���� � \KMHo�ppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp��� � [CEBHo���ppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp��� � qKEHo��ppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp��
Page 70 of 129



 
 
TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk/Assistant to City Manager 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: November 8, 2023 

RE: Appointment of Human Rights Commissioners (HRC) 
 

Background: 

The Human Rights Commission monitors and advises the City Council on Human Rights issues 
and consists of 11 commissioners. The City has received two applications from community 
members wanting to join.  
 
Analysis: 
Attached are the applications of Jennifer Birkhofer and Carlos Wallace Smith Jr. The HRC has 
reviewed the applications and recommends the appointment of both Jennifer and Carlos to serve 
on the HRC.  
 
Recommendation: 
Motion to appoint Jennifer Birkhofer and Carlos Wallace Smith Jr. to the Human Rights 
Commission for terms to commence November 8, 2023.  
 
Attachments: 
1. Jennifer Birkhofer HRC Application 
2. Carlos Wallace Smith Jr. HRC Application 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager, Patrick Foley, Police Chief 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: November 8, 2023 

RE: Authorize Agreement with Axon for Body Cameras, Dash Cameras and 
data plan 

 

Background: 

In 2022, body worn cameras (BWC) and squad car cameras were provided by WatchGuard. 
These video and audio recording systems had reached the end of their shelf life and needed to be 
replaced. At the same time, WatchGuard was purchased by Motorola. In this transition, they 
greatly reduced supporting the product and customer service became dismal. With this came 
exceptionally long repair timelines. This caused us to be in a position that we did not have 
enough BWC for on duty staff. Additionally, the cost to replace with new equipment was cost 
prohibitive; therefore, we began to look for another vendor. 
 
Analysis: 
One vendor we worked with was Getac, as they manufacture the Mobile Laptop Computers we 
have operating in each of our squads. Getac provided great service, communication, and the 
equipment was very durable, considering the amount of use and the dynamics of temperature and 
environmental related challenges in a patrol vehicle. Based off of our success with Getac, their 
reduced pricing and the strong customer service, we went with them for our BWC and squad 
cameras in 2023.   
  
Unfortunately, in 2023, we experienced challenges with the Getac BWC system. A large portion 
of these issues were not things that could have been identified or verified prior to purchasing this 
product. Some of the most pressing issues include: 

• Interconnected system that has caused our cameras to malfunction, due to issues on other 
systems. 

• Buffering on the system which causes extensive delays in viewing video – up to 48 hours 
which conflicts with keeping people in custody and the charging of crimes. 

• Design of BWC has caused video to be mis-categorized. 
• Issues where BWC is not syncing with squad cameras. This means that, intermittently, 

BWC will not start when emergency lighting is activated. 
• Currently, operating the BWC’s takes officers' attention away from handling calls. This is 

an officer safety issue. 
• Video doesn’t download unless it is “docked” in a docking station. 
• Exceptionally slow upload and download speeds taking some files 12 – 14 hours to 

prepare for city and county attorneys. 
• BWC mounting causes camera to destabilize and move side to side and even upside 

down. This is difficult to view and track. 
• Convex nature of the manual activation of the BWCs can cause operational issues. 
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• Video quality issues, have occasionally been observed 

  
Due to these critical issues, we feel the need to move to another vendor and platform.  Axon is a 
system that a great number of agencies use.  Through in-depth research, we have found: 

• Axon has proven to be reliable to several agencies across the state. 
• Better internal and external features. 
• Design keeps BWC to be in a static position. 
• Concave design lessens opportunity operational issues. 
• All video is uploaded automatically to Evidence.com website. 
• Video downloads automatically from squad car via cellular transmission making the 

ability to view it much quicker. No docking necessary and administration can view it 
quickly if needed. This also takes strain off our city Wi-Fi network. 

• This system ties directly into the current system utilized for the TASERs our officers 
currently carry. 

• Axon will sync directly to our computer aided dispatching system. This automatically 
links video to case numbers.   

• Links are prepared and can be directly sent to the city or county attorney. No need for 
staff time to download and upload video.   

  
The Axon Evidence system has an internal auditing workflow that will allow the department to 
comply with state statute (including MN Stats 13.825 and 626.8473) and department policy. The 
system will allow supervisors and administration to audit the officers use to make sure they are 
activating recordings appropriately and to ensure videos are being saved with correct retention 
times. Doing internal auditing regularly will help the process when we have our mandated 
external audit. 
  
The overwhelming challenging issues we have experienced with Getac do not appear to be 
present with Axon. Axon is one of the largest BWC/squad camera systems across the nation. 
With the importance on cameras in law enforcement today, we feel it is necessary to replace this 
current system to ensure we can continue to keep the public trust placed in all of us. 
 
The Master Services Contract and Purchasing agreement includes a five-year term, and covers 
costs for Body Cameras, Dash Cameras, and a data plan. The total, annual cost for 
implementation shall not exceed $60,000 ($300,000 for the five-year term).  
 
Recommendation: 
Authorize the City Manager and Police Chief, with guidance of the City Attorney, to execute a 
Master Services Contract and Purchasing Agreement with Axon Enterprise Inc.  
 
Attachments: 
None 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Rick Pearson, Community Development Coordinator 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: November 8, 2023 

RE: Second reading of an Ordinance amendment for retail financial services 
 

Background: 

Council gave the first reading of this Ordinance on October 3, 2023, amending the B-4 zoning 
district to allow retail financial services as a permitted use. 
 
Analysis: 
The Ordinance is ready for its second reading. 
 
Recommendation: 
Motion to hold the SECOND READING of the ORDINANCE shown in Attachment 1 
AMENDING CITY CODE SECTION 520.07, SUBD. 2. PERMITTED USES TO INCLUDE 
RETAIL FINANCIAL SERVICES OFFERING A VARIETY OF SERVICES THAT MAY 
INCLUDE BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO THE FOLLOWING: CHECK AND CARD 
CASHING, MONEY ORDERS AND TRANSFERS, COIN AND BILL EXCHANGE, 
TRANSIT PASSES, BILL PAYMENT OPTIONS AND PACKAGE SHIPPING; 
 
Attachments: 
1. Ordinance 23-13 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Rick Pearson, Community Development Coordinator 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: November 8, 2023 

RE: Variance request V23-2 for fence height at 4249 Unity Avenue North 
 

Background: 

Mr. Chad Vliem, property owner of 4249 Unity Ave. N., wants to construct a 7-foot tall privacy 
fence in his side and rear yard which requires a variance. On October 26, 2023, the Planning 
Commission conducted a public hearing for the variance. The minutes to the public hearing are 
included in Attachment A. 
 
Analysis: 
The report prepared for the Planning Commission is provided as Attachment B. In the report, it 
was noted that: 

• The fence is below a retaining wall that ranges from 2 to 4 feet high which elevates the 
applicant’s recreational area.  

• There is precedent for an 8-foot high fence on Perry Ave. N. granted in 2000. 
• Staff noted in the presentation that the fence will not be visible beyond the two 

neighboring properties. 

  
At the public hearing, no one other than the applicant and his family attended to provide 
comment. Subsequently, the Commissioners unanimously (of those present) adopted a motion 
recommending approval of the variance. 
 
Recommendation: 
Motion to waive the reading and adopt the resolution shown in Attachment C recommending 
APPROVAL OF VARIANCE REQUEST V23-2 ALLOWING A SEVEN-FOOT HIGH 
PRIVACY FENCE IN THE REAR AND SIDE YARD AT 4249 UNITY AVENUE NORTH. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Planning Commission meeting minutes 
2. Planning Commission staff report 
3. Resolution 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk/Assistant to City Manager 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: November 8, 2023 

RE: Approval of Licenses 
 

Background: 

As required by City Code, contractor and business licenses issued in the City of Robbinsdale 
must be approved by the City Council. Attached is a list of applicants requesting a license or 
license renewal to operate within the City. All appropriate fees have been paid and certificates of 
insurance and bonds, if required, have been filed with the City Clerk. 
 
Analysis: 
Not applicable. 
 
Recommendation: 
By motion, approve issuance of licenses dated 11/8/2023. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Licenses 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY:  

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: November 8, 2023 

RE: Resolution adopting the 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update 
 

Background: 

Michael Larson of the Metropolitan Council staff alerted Robbinsdale that the City is required to 
adopt a resolution adopting the comprehensive plan. The City Council authorized the submission 
of the Comp Plan update to the Metropolitan Council on December 18, 2018.  
 
Analysis: 
The Metropolitan Council letter approving the comp plan update dated November 16, 2021 is 
provided as Attachment A. 
 
Recommendation: 
Motion to waive the reading and adopt the resolution shown in Attachment B: A RESOLUTION 
ADOPTING THE 2040 ROBBINSDALE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE, A 
COMPILATION OF POLICY STATEMENTS, GOALS, STANDARDS, AND MAPS FOR 
GUIDING THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT AND REDEVELOPMENT OF THE CITY OF 
ROBBINSDALE. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Metropolitan Council Notice of Council Action 
2. Resolution adopting 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk/Assistant to City Manager 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: November 8, 2023 

RE: Ward 2 Vacancy and Special Election 
 

Background: 

Ward 2 Council Member Sheila Webb submitted a letter of resignation on October 5, 2023, 
effective October 10, 2023. The process to fill a vacancy is governed by City Charter section 
2.07. Per City Charter, when a vacancy occurs, the Council must by resolution declare the 
vacancy to exist. In the resolution, the Council must also call for a special election which 
specifies the date for the special election while also including a provision for a primary election 
if needed. The City Charter dictates that the special election shall conform as much as possible 
with City Charter and State election laws as listed in Minnesota Statutes. 
 
Analysis: 
Based on direction from Hennepin County and following provisions in State Statute, staff 
determined that holding an election on May 14, 2024, is the best option for Robbinsdale voters. 
This date will help to eliminate unnecessary voter confusion, as other possible dates would 
overlap with the Presidential Nomination Primary election happening in March. Once the 
vacancy is declared and the special election is confirmed, the candidate filing period will be open 
from March 5, 2024, to March 19, 2024. If more than 2 candidates file for the vacant Ward 2 
Council seat, a primary special election will be held on May 14, 2024, and the general special 
election will be pushed to the next available date on the election calendar, which would be 
August 13, 2024. 
 
Recommendation: 
Motion to waive the reading and adopt a resolution declaring a vacancy and calling a special 
election for the Ward 2 City Council Seat. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Ward 2 Vacancy Resolution 
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Member ___________ moved and Member ___________ seconded a motion that the following 
resolution be read and adopted this 8th day of November, 2023.

RESOLUTION NO. 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING A VACANCY AND CALLING A SPECIAL ELECTION 
FOR THE WARD 2 CITY COUNCIL SEAT

WHEREAS, the Robbinsdale City Charter sets forth the process to fill a City Council 
vacancy in Section 2.07; and

WHEREAS, Ward 2 Council Member Webb submitted their letter resigning as a City 
Council Member to the City Council which was effective on October 10, 2023; and

WHEREAS, Section 2.07 of the City Charter states that when a vacancy occurs the 
council must by resolution declare the vacancy to exist, and if the unexpired term is for more 
than eight months, then a special election shall be held in accordance with the Robbinsdale City 
Charter and Minnesota Statutes; and

WHEREAS, the term of the Ward 2 City Council seat expires at the end of 2024, making 
the unexpired term longer than the prescribed 8 months that would have allowed for an 
appointment by the City Council;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of 
Robbinsdale, in accordance with the Robbinsdale City Charter, declares a vacancy to exist in the 
Ward 2 City Council seat; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk will put out notice of a candidate 
filing period to be opened from March 5, 2024 through March 19, 2024, in accordance with the 
Secretary of State's election calendar; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Robbinsdale 
hereby sets a special election for the Ward 2 City Council seat to be held May 14, 2024, unless 
more than two eligible residents file for the office; and if more than two candidates file for the 
Ward 2 City Council seat, a primary election will be held on May 14, 2024, to determine the two 
candidates to be put on the special election ballot, and the special election will then be held on 
August 13, 2024.

The question was on the adoption of the resolution and upon a vote being taken thereon, and the 
following voted in favor thereof:

And the following voted against the same:

WHEREUPON SAID RESOLUTION WAS DECLARED DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED 
THIS 8TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2023.

 ___________________________
      William A. Blonigan, Mayor

Attest:

______________________________
Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: November 8, 2023 

RE: Proclomation Re-affirming Committment to Beyond the Yellow Ribbon 
 

Background: 

In 2014, the Cities of Crystal, Golden Valley, New Hope, and Robbinsdale united to form the 
Quad Cities Beyond the Yellow Ribbon initiative.  
 
Analysis: 
In recent history, those (personnel) championing these efforts have experienced turnover, and 
with a renewed effort, they are asking for continued support. Participating in Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon initiative does not require the contribution of resources by way of dollars or staff time; 
rather, it is an effort to connect existing resources with persons who may be in need.  
 
Staff will introduce the item for Council consideration.  
 
Recommendation: 
Recognize the attached Proclomation, Re-affirming the City of Robbinsdale's Committment to 
Beyond the Yellow Ribbon.  
 
Attachments: 
1. Proclamation reaffirming committement to BTYR 
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Proclamation

PROCLMATION RE- AFFIRMING CITY OF ROBBINSDALE’S COMMITMENT TO 
BEYOND THE YELLOW RIBBON

WHEREAS, in 2014, the cities of Crystal, Golden Valley, New Hope and Robbinsdale 
united to form the Quad Cities Beyond the Yellow Ribbon initiative; and

WHEREAS, a Yellow Ribbon community unites key areas within a community to 
create a network that connects organizations, resources, and employers to meet the needs 
of local service members, veterans and military families in Minnesota; and

WHEREAS, the outward showing of support enables successful transitions for those 
affected by military deployments and builds a stronger, more compassionate community; 
and

WHEREAS, the Robbinsdale City Council continues to support the Quad Cities 
Beyond the Yellow Ribbon initiative and agrees to be an ongoing active participant to help 
the Quad Cities maintain the Yellow Ribbon Community official designation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council for the City of 
Robbinsdale agrees to re-affirm our support for and continue to actively participate in the 
Quad Cities Beyond the Yellow Ribbon initiative along with the cities of Crystal, Golden 
Valley, and New Hope.

Adopted by the City Council of Robbinsdale, Minnesota this 8th day of November, 
2023.

___________________________
                                                                               William A. Blonigan, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Rick Pearson, Community Development Coordinator 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: November 8, 2023 

RE: Conditional Use Permit request C23-4 for 3815 Crystal Lake Blvd. 
involving the Floodplain  

 

Background: 

Robert Rausch property owner of 3815 Crystal Lake Blvd signed a contract to construct a 
sunroom to be attached to his house facing the lake. The entire rear yard of his property is in the 
floodplain (below the 100-year flood elevation of 856) which requires a conditional use permit. 
On October 26, the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing for the conditional use 
permit request. The minutes for the public hearing are provided as Attachment A.   
 
Analysis: 
The report prepared for the Planning Commission is provided as Attachment B. The application 
was initially received back in July from the contractor. However, the property owner did not sign 
the application until September 21, validating the request. Further details include: 

• The house was constructed in 1960, before floodplain zoning took effect. 
• The sunroom addition has minimal impact on the floodplain as the room itself is several 

feet above the flood elevation.   
• The posts supporting the sunroom addition are the only impact which is considered 

negligible. 
• Similar approvals have been granted: 3855 Crystal Lake Blvd was granted approval in 

2007 for a deck. The most applicable condition of the approval is that the space 
underneath the deck cannot be walled-in or in anyway, enclosed. 

  
At the public hearing, no one attended from the neighborhood. Mr. Rausch was present for 
comment. Mr. Rausch seems to have had second thoughts about proceeding with the project. 
First of all, he hesitated signing the application submitted by the contractor. Then, he gave staff 
copies of newspaper clippings about the DNR objecting to other situations of floodplain 
encroachments that were not applicable to the current request. 
  
Staff explained that the application is being treated consistent with similar requests. Staff is not 
going to recommend denial of a request that is similar to another application that was approved 
with conditions. Such an action could be argued as arbitrary and capricious if a suit was brought 
by the contractor.   
  
The Commissioners’ questions confirmed that the sunroom was above the level of the floodplain, 
and that the supporting posts were the only impact. Mr. Rauch expressed some frustration that 
the space below the sunroom could not be finished or filled in. As a result, staff explained the 
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concept of compensating storage and the consequences of finishing off the space beneath the 
proposed sunroom addition.       
  
Mr. Rausch then asked about the neighboring property to the south which apparently had an 
addition off the rear of the house. Staff promised that the permit history of that property would 
be reviewed. Subsequently, the Commissioners were satisfied and unanimously (of those 
present) adopted a motion to recommend approval of the conditional use permit.  
 
Recommendation: 
Motion to waive the reading and adopt the resolution shown in Attachment C: A 
RESOLUTION APPROVING CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REQUEST C23-4 TO ALLOW 
POSTS SUPPORTING A SUNROOM ADDITION IN THE FLOODPLAIN AT 3815 
CRYSTAL LAKE BOULEVARD 
 
Attachments: 
1. Planning Commission meeting minutes  
2. Planning Commission staff report 
3. Resolution 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Rick Pearson, Community Development Coordinator 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: November 8, 2023 

RE: First Reading of an Ordinance amendment to allow Cannabis retailers 
 

Background: 

This zoning text amendment is a follow-up to the recent legislation, which legalized recreational 
cannabis use. Cities will still have the zoning ability to regulate the locations where cannabis 
products can be sold. On October 26, 2023, the Planning Commission conducted a public 
hearing as required. The minutes to the meeting are attached as Attachment 1. 
 
Analysis: 
The report prepared for the Planning Commission is included as Attachment 2. The report 
explained that the zoning text amendment would allow the retail sale of cannabis products in the 
same places that were allowed by the 2022 zoning text amendment. In 2022, the Council directed 
that cannabis products could be sold in any commercial district except B-1, Neighborhood 
business. The currently proposed amendment following previous Council direction and will 
allow cannabis products to be sold in the same location. Presumably, subject to licensing 
requirements that will be determined by the city in accordance with State Statues.  
  
The Planning Commission agreed that the code amendment made sense, although they asked if 
locational criteria (minimum distances from schools, for example) could be applied. Staff 
explained that separation criteria could be specified in licensing. As no one else was present for 
comment at the public hearing, the Commissioners unanimously (of those present) adopted a 
motion recommending adoption of the ordinance amendment. 
 
Recommendation: 
Motion to hold the FIRST READING of the ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CODE 
SECTION 520.03 AND 521.01 PERMITTED USES TO INCLUDE CANNABIS RETAILERS 
AS A PERMITTED USE. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Planning Commission meeting minutes 
2. Planning Commission staff report 
3. Ordinance 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk/Assistant to City Manager 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: November 8, 2023 

RE: Voucher Requests Pending Approval for Disbursement 
 

Background: 

The check register dated 11/8/23 reflects the voucher requests pending approval for 
disbursement. 
 
The check register dated 10/18/23 through 11/8/23 is a list of vouchers requiring payment for 
city funds, Deputy Registrar, liquor, and miscellaneous purchases. The payments are required 
prior to the next Council meeting. 
 
Analysis: 
None. 
 
Recommendation: 
By motion, approve disbursement requests for the period ending 11/8/2023. 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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	L. Appointment of Human Rights Commissioners (HRC)
	Memorandum
	Jennifer Birkhofer HRC Application
	Carlos Wallace Smith Jr. HRC Application

	M. Authorize Agreement with Axon 
	Memorandum

	N. Second reading of an Ordinance amendment for retai
	Memorandum
	Ordinance 23-13

	O. Variance request V23-2 for fence height at 4249 Un
	Memorandum
	Planning Commission meeting minutes
	Planning Commission staff report
	Resolution

	P. Approval of Licenses
	Memorandum
	Licenses

	Q. Resolution adopting the 2040 Comprehensive Plan Up
	Memorandum
	Metropolitan Council Notice of Council Action
	Resolution adopting 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update


	7. PRESENTATIONS
	A. None

	8. PUBLIC HEARINGS
	A. None

	9. OLD BUSINESS
	A. None

	10. NEW BUSINESS
	A. Ward 2 Vacancy and Special Election
	Memorandum
	Ward 2 Vacancy Resolution

	B. Proclomation Re-affirming Committment to Beyond th
	Memorandum
	Proclamation reaffirming committement to BTYR

	C. Conditional Use Permit request C23-4 for 3815 Crys
	Memorandum
	Planning Commission meeting minutes 
	Planning Commission staff report
	Resolution

	D. First Reading of an Ordinance amendment to allow C
	Memorandum
	Planning Commission meeting minutes
	Planning Commission staff report
	Ordinance


	11. OTHER BUSINESS
	A. Voucher Requests Pending Approval for Disbursement
	Voucher Requests Pending Approval for Disbursement


	12. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
	13. COUNCIL GENERAL COMMUNICATIONS
	14. ADJOURNMENT



