
 

Planning Commission Meeting 
Thursday, May 15, 2025 

4100 Lakeview Avenue North 
Robbinsdale, MN 

7:00 PM  
AGENDA 

 
  
1. ROLL CALL: Harris, Allen, Montemayor, Carlson Weinberg, Ulbrich 

2. CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES 

 A. April 17th, 2025 Planning Commission Minutes  

3. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 A. Conditional Use Permit for Outdoor Service at 4050 Lakeview Ave N 

4. OLD BUSINESS 

5. NEW BUSINESS 

6. OTHER BUSINESS 

7. INFORMATION ONLY 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
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Planning Commission Meeting 
Thursday, April 17, 2025  

 
MINUTES 

 
ROLL CALL  
Present: Chair Harris, Montemayor, Carlson-Weinberg, Ulbrich  
Absent: Allen 
Staff: Heather Rand, Community Development Director; Will Bucheger, Assistant Planner  

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES   

 A. February 20, 2025 Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 
 
Commissioner Carlson-Weinberg MOVED, seconded by Commissioner Montemayor to approve the February 
20th, 2025 Planning Commission meeting minutes. The vote was unanimous and the motion carried. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS   

 A. Zoning Text Amendment to Robbinsdale sign ordinance 
 
Planner Bucheger gave a staff presentation on a proposed zoning text amendment to create updated language 
within the City Code Sign Ordinance. He spoke that the main purpose of this amendment is to better show the 
intentions of the city for regulating signs in residential districts and to allow the use of real estate signs inside 
Robbinsdale. He stated that within residential districts, staff desire to create language to allow the inclusion of 
small non-commercial portable signs for residential use without requiring a permit by the city. City staff would 
also like to include new language to prohibit banner signs in all residential districts aside from the R-B district. 
 
Commissioner Ulbrich questioned if this ordinance infringed on the free speech rights of residents by removing 
their ability to install banner signs on their property.  
 
Chair Harris said that the content of this ordinance references the actual banner itself and not the content on it.  
 
Commissioner Carlson-Weinberg MOVED, seconded by Commissioner Ulbrich to open the public hearing at 
7:27pm. The vote was unanimous and the motion carried. 
 
No one stepped forward.  
 
Commissioner Carlson-Weinberg MOVED, seconded by Commissioner Montemayor to close the public 
hearing at 7:27pm. The vote was unanimous and the motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Carlson-Weinberg MOVED, seconded by Commissioner Montemayor to approved the 
recommendation brought forward by staff. Commissioner Ulbrich voted against the recommendation, with a 
majority vote the motion passed. 
OLD BUSINESS   

NEW BUSINESS   

OTHER BUSINESS   

INFORMATION ONLY   
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ADJOURNMENT  
Commissioner Ulbrich MOVED, seconded by Commissioner Carlson-Weinberg to adjourn the meeting at 
7:29pm. The vote was unanimous and the motion carried. 
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TO: Planning Commission 

PREPARED BY: Will Bucheger, Assistant Planner 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: May 15, 2025 

RE: Conditional Use Permit for Outdoor Service at 4050 Lakeview Ave N 
 

Background: 

Renaissance Fireworks Inc., on behalf of the property owner Robin Center Partners LLC, has 
submitted a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) application on March 31st, 2025, to allow the 
operation of a temporary outdoor fireworks stand and accompanying storage container. The 
proposed use per the site plan will occupy 8 parking spaces within the Robin Center shopping 
mall parking lot. The proposed location is illustrated in Attachment A. 
 
Property Location: 
Detailing the location of this proposed project is included with the applicant’s submittal. The 
project site is 4.23 acres and holds the following PID. 
  

•             0602924130128 
 
 
Analysis: 
The applicant is seeking approval for a temporary CUP to operate an outdoor retail fireworks 
stand at 4050 Lakeland Ave N from June 10, 2025, to July 10, 2025. The subject property is 
currently developed as the Robin Center shopping mall and is located in the B4 Community 
Business Zoning District. According to Section 520.07, Subd. 4(a) all conditional uses 
permitted in the B1, B2, and B3 districts are also permitted in the B4 district, subject to CUP 
approval. In the B3 Highway Commercial District, outdoor service, sales, and equipment rental 
either as an accessory use or a principal use are allowed via CUP, provided the following 
conditions are met: 

1. Outdoor use is limited to 30% of the principal use’s floor area. 
2. Outdoor areas must be fenced or screened from neighboring residential properties 

or abutting R districts, per Section 510.25, Subd. 2. 
3. Lighting must be hooded and directed so that light sources are not visible from the 

public right-of-way or nearby residences, as per Section 510.25, Subd. 5. 
4. Sales areas must be surfaced or grassed to adequately control dust. 

Staff review has confirmed that the application complies with all of the above conditions. The 
CUP application and materials can be viewed in Attachment B. 
  
 Parking: 
The proposal includes an 800-square-foot sales tent and a 160-square-foot storage container, 
occupying eight parking stalls. According to data provided by the property owner, the Robin 
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Center shopping mall has a total of 269 parking spaces. The current parking demand by existing 
businesses is 221 spaces, this also includes the spaces required for the food truck. Considering 
the loss of 8 spaces for the fireworks operation and an additional 2 spaces required for the 
firework retail use itself, the site will still meet the minimum parking requirement. Sufficient 
parking capacity remains for this temporary use.  
  
Signage: 
Renaissance Fireworks is proposing a banner sign measuring 30 square feet to be attached to the 
sales tent during the duration of their CUP. The applicant has applied for a temporary sign permit 
and after review the permit is compliant with zoning regulations. Staff will approve the sign 
permit pending the approval of the CUP. The sign permit can be viewed in Attachment C.  
 
Fire, Police and Building Department Review: 
The Fire Chief, Fire Marshal, and Building Official have reviewed the proposal. A fire permit 
was requested and approved on April 28th, 2025. The Chief of Police also reviewed the 
application, and stated he did not have any issues with the proposal. Key conditions from the Fire 
and Building Department review are included in Attachment D. 
  
Conditional Use Permit Findings of Fact: 
The Planning Commission shall make findings of fact regarding any adverse effects of the 
proposed conditional use and what additional requirements may be necessary to reduce such 
adverse effects.  Its judgment shall be based upon, but not limited to, the following factors: 

1. Consistency with the City Comprehensive Plan.  The proposed firework stand supports 
the community business zoning district use which is consistent with the Comprehensive 
Plan.  

2. The geographical area involved.  Not applicable.  
3. Whether such use will cause deterioration of the area in which it is proposed. 

Staff do not see deterioration of the neighborhood because of this use since it is temporary. 

4. The character of the surrounding area.  Staff do not see an issue with this use affecting 
the character of the surrounding area.  

5. The demonstrated need for such use.  The applicant is requesting this use to be able to 
operate their business within the city which will allow firework retail options for 
residents in Robbinsdale. 

6. Whether the proposed use would cause odors, dust, flies, vermin, smoke, gas, noise or 
vibration, or would impose hazards to life or property in the neighborhood.  The plan set 
for the firework stand has been reviewed by the Fire Department, Police Department, 
and the Building Department. Each department does not see an issue with this request 
as long as the conditions set forth in the Fire Permit and CUP are met. 

7. Whether such use would inherently lead to or encourage disturbing influences in the 
neighborhood. The use will not lead to or encourage disturbing influences in the 
neighborhood. 

8. Whether stored equipment or materials would be screened and whether there would be 
continuous operation within the visible range of surrounding residences.   

This use should be sufficiently screened from residential properties. 
  
Public Hearing: 
Notice of this public hearing was published in the city’s official newspaper and posted on the 
city’s bulletin board 10 days prior to this meeting. Mailed notices have also went out to all 
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properties 350 feet away from this address. City staff have received no inquiries from residents at 
the time of this report. The public hearing notice can be viewed in Attachment E. 
 
Recommendation: 

1.    Hold the public hearing. 
2.    Motion to recommend that the City Council approve Conditional use permit request 

Z25-3 to allow the use of outdoor fireworks stand at 4050 Lakeland Ave N with the 
following conditions: 

a. The applicant meets all requirements specified in Fire Pemit RB2025-397. 
b. That this CUP is only valid between June 10, 2025 and July 10, 2025. 

 
 
Attachments: 
1. A - Hennepin County Aerial Map 
2. B - Conditional Use Permit Application 
3. C - Sign Permit Application 
4. D - Fire Permit Application 
5. E - Public Hearing Notice 
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Hennepin County Property Map
Date: 5/8/2025

Comments:PARCEL ID: 0602924130128

OWNER NAME: Robin Center Partners Llc

PARCEL ADDRESS: 4050  Lakeland Ave N,
 Robbinsdale MN 55422

PARCEL AREA: 4.23 acres, 184,357 sq ft

A-T-B: Both

SALE PRICE: $14,000,000

SALE DATE: 12/2021

SALE CODE: Excluded From Ratio Studies

ASSESSED 2024, PAYABLE 2025
       PROPERTY TYPE: Commercial-Preferred
       HOMESTEAD: Non-Homestead
       MARKET VALUE: $8,562,800
       TAX TOTAL: $282,474.28

ASSESSED 2025, PAYABLE 2026
      PROPERTY TYPE: Commercial
      HOMESTEAD: Non-Homestead
      MARKET VALUE: $8,588,000

This data (i) is furnished 'AS IS' with no
representation as to completeness or
accuracy; (ii) is furnished with no
warranty of any kind; and (iii) is not suitable
for legal, engineering or surveying purposes.
Hennepin County shall not be liable for any
damage, injury or loss resulting from this data.

COPYRIGHT © HENNEPIN
COUNTY  2025

1:2,400
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Date 
Reviewed: 

04-24-2025 

Project Address 
   Robin Center Partners, LLC 

   4044-4152 Lakeland Avenue N. 

   Robbinsdale, MN 55422 

Permit # 
RB2025-304 

Contractor/Applicant 
   Renaissance Fireworks, Inc.  

   1625 County Highway 10. Ste. D. 

   Spring Lake Park, MN 55114 

 

Inspections Contact: 

Scheduling 
763-331-7722 

or inspections@rumrivercc.com 

 

 

 SCOPE of WORK: Set up of Temporary Tent & Storage for Retail of Legal MN Fireworks. 

 

The plans and specifications for the project named above have been reviewed for substantial 

compliance with the current Minnesota State Building Code. This review is limited to the submitted 

scope of work; is based upon the supposition that the data on which the design is based, are correct; 

and that the necessary legal authority has been obtained to construct the project. Although every 

attempt has been made to identify code issues or concerns for proper and necessary change, the project 

designer(s), the building contractor(s) and the property owner(s) are ultimately responsible for 

providing complete code compliance and maintaining minimum construction standards for the 

safeguarding of life or limb, health, public welfare and property while constructing this project. 
 

The following information is related to the submitted plans/scope as general information and/or code 

compliance requirements. Compliance with the stated requirements shall be verified during the 

construction process. 

 

Review Information: 

a. Aisles shall have a minimum clear width of 48 inches. The required width of aisles shall be 

maintained unobstructed at all times when the facility is occupied by the public. 

b. The means of egress, including the exit discharge, shall be illuminated whenever the facility is 

occupied in accordance with the MSFC.  Emergency lighting shall be provided for retail facilities 

and stores and shall comply with the MSFC. Emergency lighting shall not be required to be 

illuminated in tents or stands that are not open for business after dusk or in temporary consumer 

fireworks retail sales stands where the interior is not accessible to the public. 

c. Egress doors shall be not less than 36 inches in width (providing a minimum of 32 inch clear 

width). Every egress door that has a latching device shall be provided with panic hardware.  

Means of egress doors shall be of the side-hinge swinging type and shall be arranged to swing 

in the direction of egress travel. 

d. Exits shall be marked by an approved exit sign in accordance with the Minnesota State Fire Code 

(MSFC). Exit signs shall be required to be self-luminous or internally or externally illuminated.   

Exit signs shall not be required to be illuminated in tents or stands that are not open for business 

after dusk or in temporary consumer fireworks retail sales stands where the interior is not 

accessible to the public. 
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e. Fireworks sales shall have no fewer than two portable fire extinguishers with a minimum rating 

of 2A, at least one of which shall be of the pressurized water type. 

f. Portable fire extinguishers shall be provided as required for extra (high) hazard occupancy in 

accordance with NFPA 10, Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers (2016 Edition).Portable fire 

extinguishers for permanent consumer fireworks retail sales facilities and stores shall be located 

so that the maximum distance of travel required to reach an extinguisher from any point does not 

exceed 75 ft, as specified in NFPA 10. 

g. To provide for visual access of the retail sales area by the employees and customers, partitions, 

counters, shelving, cases, and similar space dividers shall not exceed 6 feet in height above the 

floor surface inside the perimeter of the retail sales area. Merchandise on display or located on 

shelves or counters or other fixtures shall not be displayed to a height greater than 6 ft above the 

floor surface within the retail area. Where located along the perimeter of the consumer fireworks 

retail sales area, the maximum height of sales displays shall be limited to 12 feet. 

h. Smoking shall not be permitted inside or within 50 feet of the retail area. At least one sign that 

reads as follows, in letters at least 2 inches high on a contrasting background shall be 

conspicuously posted at each entrance or within 10 feet of every aisle directly serving the retail 

area in a store: FIREWORKS — NO SMOKING 

i. Shelving or other surfaces used to support fireworks display merchandise shall be permitted to 

have not more than 10 percent of the area of the shelf contain holes or other openings. The 10 

percent limitation on the area of holes or other openings in the shelf used to support fireworks 

display merchandise shall not be applicable under the following conditions: 

  (1) Where both of the facing vertical surfaces of the abutting display fixtures are constructed of 

perforated hardboard panels not less than ¼ in. (6 mm) thick and separated from each other by 

an open space not less than 1½ in. (38 mm) wide.  

    (2) Where such merchandise is suspended from or fastened to the shelf or surface or is displayed 

as packaged merchandise on the surface or in bins. 

j. CFRS facilities and stores shall be secured when unoccupied and not open for business, unless 

fireworks are not kept in the facility during such times. The fireworks displayed or stored in a 

retail facility or store shall be allowed to be removed and transferred to a temporary storage 

structure or location.  Fireworks shall not be ignited, discharged, or otherwise used within 300 

feet of a CFRS facility or store. 

k. CFRS areas and storage rooms shall be kept free of accumulations of debris and rubbish. Any 

loose pyrotechnic composition shall be removed immediately. Vacuum cleaners or other 

mechanical cleaning devices shall not be used. Brooms, brushes, and dustpans used to sweep up 

any loose powder or dust shall be made of non-sparking materials. Consumer fireworks devices 

that are damaged shall be removed and not offered for sale. Damaged consumer fireworks shall 

be permitted to be returned to the dealer or shall be disposed of according to the manufacturer's 

instructions. 

l. All personnel handling consumer fireworks shall receive safety training related to the 

performance of their duties.  Any person selling consumer fireworks shall not knowingly sell 

consumer fireworks to any person who is obviously under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

m. The area located within 30 feet of a consumer fireworks retail sales facility shall be kept free of 

accumulated dry grass, dry brush and combustible debris. 

n. Storage of combustible materials shall be orderly. Storage shall be separated from heaters or 

other ignition sources in an approved manner such that ignition cannot occur [MSFC (20) Section 

315.3]. 

o. Minnesota Rule 5200.0910(b) states: No minor under the age of 18 shall be employed in or about 

any place where explosives or pyrotechnics are manufactured, stored, handled or fired. 
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General Information: 

a. Construction or work shall be inspected in accordance with the requirements of Minnesota Rule 

1300.0210. 

b. It is the responsibility of the contractor/installer to contact the Department of Building Safety, 

when ready to schedule an inspection, at (763) 331-7722 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 

p.m., Monday through Friday.  

c. The approved permit and all related plans and documentation shall be on site and available to the 

inspector at the time of inspection. 

d. Failure to provide the required documentation to the inspector at the time of inspection may result 

in a cancelation of the inspection and additional inspections fees for the additional inspection(s). 

e. The field inspector may identify additional code requirements. 

 

Required Inspections: 

a. Pre-operation inspection. 

b. Operating Inspection. 

c. Final removal inspection. 

 

Applicable Codes: 

a. 2003 National Fire Protection Agency (NFPA) 1124. 

b. 2020 Minnesota Fire Code (MFC) (2018 IFC as amended) 

 

Any questions regarding this review, please contact me at: barry@rumrivercc.com 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Barry L. Brainard 

MN Building Official BO001299 

 

 

Cc: Municipal Property File 
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City of Robbinsdale 
 

Public Hearing Notice  
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that there will be a meeting of the Planning Commission of the 

City of Robbinsdale, Minnesota on Thursday, May 15th, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. for consideration of 

a Conditional Use Permit at 4050 Lakeland Ave N to allow the temporary use of outdoor sales. 
The meeting will be held in the City Council Chambers at Robbinsdale City Hall, 4100 Lakeview Ave. N, 

Robbinsdale MN 55422. 

 

Any and all persons desiring to be heard shall be given an opportunity at the above stated time. 

Residents seeking further information on the public hearing should contact Assistant Planner 

Will Bucheger at 763-531-1269 or wbucheger@robbinsdalemn.gov.  
 

By:  Will Bucheger, Assistant Planner  

Publish dates: May 1st, 2025 
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