
 

City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, September 19, 2023 
4100 Lakeview Avenue North 

Robbinsdale, MN 
7:00 PM 

 
AGENDA 

 
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 

The City Council is meeting as a legislative body to conduct the business of the City according to the 
RULES OF PROCEDURE AND DECORUM OF THE CITY COUNCIL. Unless so ordered by the 
Mayor, citizen participation is limited to the following times and always within the prescribed rules of 
conduct for public input at meetings. 

A. PUBLIC HEARINGS: Public hearings are conducted so that the public affected by a proposal 
may have input into the decision. During hearings, all affected residents will be given an 
opportunity to speak pursuant to the RULES OF PROCEDURE AND DECORUM OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL. 
 

B. OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL ON MATTERS 
NOT ON THE AGENDA 
 
Any member of the public may speak at this time on any item NOT on the agenda. In 
consideration for the public attending the meeting for specific items on the agenda, this portion 
of the meeting will be limited to fifteen (15) minutes. Individuals are requested to limit their 
comments to four (4) minutes or less. If the majority of the Council determines that additional 
time on a specific issue is warranted, then discussion on that issue shall be continued under 
Other Business at the end of the agenda. Before addressing the City Council, members of the 
public are asked to step up to the microphone, give their name, address and state the subject to 
be discussed. All remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a whole and not to any member 
thereof. No person other than members of the Council and the person having the floor shall be 
permitted to enter into any discussion without permission of the presiding officer. 
 
Your participation, as prescribed by the Council's RULES, is welcomed and your cooperation is 
greatly appreciated. 

  

1. CITY COUNCIL MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL: Parisian, Wagner, Murphy, Webb, Mayor Blonigan 

3. MICROPHONE CHECK: Parisian, Wagner, Murphy, Webb, Mayor Blonigan 

4. OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL ON 
MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

5. APPROVAL OF THE SEPTEMBER 19, 2023 MEETING AGENDA 

6. CONSENT AGENDA: Pursuant to Council rules, one motion, non- debatable, will approve 
the recommendation noted. Any member of the Council may ask for an item to be taken 
from the Consent Agenda for discussion and separate action. Such items removed from the 
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Consent Agenda shall be considered immediately following approval of the balance of the 
Consent Agenda: 

 A. Motion to approve the City Council meeting minutes of September 5, 2023. 

 B. Motion to receive the Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Commission minutes of May 23, 
2023.  

 C. Robbinsdale Wine & Spirits’ Monthly Financial Statements 

 D. Deputy Registrar’s Monthly Financial Statements 

 E. Approval of Credit Card Charges and Payment 

 F. Scheduling the date for the Truth-in-Taxation Budget Meeting 

 G. Amendment of the 2024 Budget Calendar 

 H. Hy-Vee Movie Night 

 I. Memorial Bench Donation 

 J. Approval of Licenses 

 K. Gathering Community Church Event 

7. PRESENTATIONS 

 A. None 

8. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 A. None 

9. OLD BUSINESS 

 A. None 

10. NEW BUSINESS 

 A. Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans 4628 41stAve. N. 

• Conditional Use Permit C23-1 for multiple family units. 
• Variance V23-1 to reduce parking, lot and unit area requirements. 
• Conditional Use Permit C23-3 for off-site parking. 

 B. Proposed 2024 General Fund and Debt Service Property Tax Levies 

 C. Proposed 2024 HRA Property Tax Levy 

 D. Enterprise Funds Budget, Capital Project Funds Budget, and CIP Plan Work Sessions 
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11. OTHER BUSINESS 

 A. Voucher Requests Pending Approval for Disbursement 

12. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

13. COUNCIL GENERAL COMMUNICATIONS 

14. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Page 3 of 160



City of Robbinsdale 
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

September 5, 2023 
Meeting No. 17 

 
CALLED TO ORDER 

1. Mayor Blonigan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 

2. Present: Parisian, Wagner, Murphy, Mayor Blonigan 
Absent: Webb 
Staff: Tim Sandvik, City Manager; Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk; Rick 

Pearson, Community Development Coordinator 
 
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL ON 
MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

3. Mayor Blonigan opened the floor to members of the public.  
 

4. Jeanne Johnson, Robbin Gallery Director, thanked the City for their generosity and 
invited people to come and see the exhibits. She noted the 2024 programs are already 
scheduled and the gallery is run by volunteers. 

 
5. Several members of the SLR 81 coalition spoke on behalf of the other members and 

noted their stance on the Light Rail being routed down County Road 81 and stated there 
are better alternatives for the route. 

 
6. Mayor Blonigan asked members of the audience to raise their hands if they agreed that an 

alternate route to County Road 81 would be better. 48 people raised their hands. 
 

7. Mayor Blonigan closed the floor. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE SEPTEMBER 5, 2023 MEETING AGENDA 

8. Peterson-Etem noted the voucher disbursement report was provided to Council via email 
and in person. 
 

9. Member Murphy MOVED, second by member Parisian to approve the City Council 
agenda for September 5, 2023. The vote was unanimous and the motion carried.  

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

10. Member Parisian MOVED, second by member Murphy to approve the consent 
agenda. This vote was unanimous and the motion carried.  
 

 A. Motion to approve City Council Work Session Meeting minutes of August 8, 2023. 
 

 B. Motion to approve City Council Meeting minutes of August 15, 2023. 
 

 C. Accept Quotes for Replacement Pickup Trucks and Associated Equipment – City 
Projects 8156, 8157, 8159 and 8161 

 

 D. Approval of Licenses 
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 E. Recommendation for Charter Commission Reappointments 
 

 F. Scheduling Public Hearing on October 3, 2023 to Certify the Assessment Roll for 
Forced Tree Removals 

 

 G. Scheduling Public Hearing on October 3, 2023 to Certify the Assessment Roll for 
Emergency Water, Sewer, and Sump Pump Repairs 

 

 H. Scheduling Public Hearing on October 3, 2023 to Certify the Assessment Roll for 
Delinquent Utilities 

 

 I. Scheduling Public Hearing on October 3, 2023 to Certify the Assessment Roll for 
Unpaid Administrative Penalties 

 

 J. SECOND READING of an Ordinance rezoning 3836 Hubbard Ave. N. from R-2, 
Single and two-family residential to R-1, Single family residential 

 

 K. FIRST READING of an Ordinance rezoning 3826 West Broadway from B-2, Limited 
Community Business to B-4, Community Business. 

 

 L. Access Agreement with North Memorial 
 

 
PRESENTATION A: METRO BLUE LINE LRT EXTENSION (BLRT) UPDATES 

11. Sandvik stated that throughout the past year, Council had listening sessions, open 
houses, and public meetings, and on March 30, 2023, directed staff to execute a 
letter to the project office for the Light Rail Extension project. He noted 
conversations continued with the public during that time, but also with the project 
office, and noted the project office is in attendance tonight to provide feedback and 
highlights in response to the letter. 
 

12. Nick Landwer, Blue Line Extension Project Office, stated that he would be 
discussing themes from responses to the Council's letter, schedule, and next steps. 
He provided insight into the themes of the letter including, safety, loss of existing 
infrastructure, pedestrian and vehicular operations, property acquisition, grade 
separated LRT, ridership, and displacement. 

 
13. Member Wagner asked if there are any stops or routes that have changed since 

2019 and if that would be included as context. Landwer noted he could provide the 
specific changes. 

 
14. Member Murphy asked about the length of the ride between stops and how that 

would change if there is an additional stop. Landwer stated travel time and 
ridership is being modeled and he will have that information later this year. 

 
15. Landwer noted the park-and-ride structure, at this time, is set for 500 spaces, but 

said they want to work with the City to make sure it works for Robbinsdale’s needs 
as well. Member Murphy stated he thinks that would be too many parking spaces, 
and questioned if Robbinsdale is the appropriate city for a park-and-ride station. 

 
16. Member Wagner asked how many levels a park-and-ride with 500 spaces would 
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be, and if any of those spaces could be underground. Landwer noted that generally, 
about 120 parking spaces per level is a good basis and there could be options for 
underground spaces. 

 
17. Mayor Blonigan asked if there was an elevated section of the light rail, would that 

improve the operating level. Landwer stated there is relatively no change in the 
level of service if the track is elevated or not and noted the modeling only added a 
few seconds to travel time. 

 
18. Member Murphy asked about public safety vehicles and how they would interact 

with the Light Rail. Landwer stated if an emergency vehicle is using preemption, 
the Light Rail would need to stop at a red light produced by that emergency 
vehicle, the same way a car or bus would now. 

 
19. Member Wagner asked about additional workload for the police department as 

there would be more people coming through the City, and if Metro Transit 
provided additional support for public safety. Landwer noted there is a professional 
services agreement currently between Metro Transit and Robbinsdale police, and 
stated he would look into fire support. 

 
20. Member Wagner asked Landwer to speak about the anti-displacement work and 

noted that it is unique compared to similar projects. Landwer stated they try to 
create a plan that affects the least amount of people and properties as possible. He 
also stated the goal is that this project will benefit the people that are already there. 

 
21. Mayor Blonigan asked about the amount of money that has been spent planning 

thus far. Landwer noted some specifications around funding that is allocated for 
planning, and mentioned other sources of funds. 

 
22. Member Murphy asked about Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) and why it's not being 

investigated for this route, particularly with the cost and timeline. Landwer stated 
this is an extension of the Blue Line, which is currently Light Rail, and that is why 
BRT isn't being looked into more. He also mentioned ridership projections forecast 
a need for Light Rail versus BRT. 

 
23. Member Parisian thanked Landwer and asked about public safety as it relates to the 

park-and-ride structure and if that is included in the planning phase. Landwer stated 
yes, and noted when structures are built there are several cameras that would be 
used and monitored by a control center. He noted emergency buttons and phones, 
and also described how proper lighting is important so it doesn't cause shadows or 
dark spots. 

 
24. Member Murphy stated he doesn't support the alignment down County Road 81 

and that he wouldn't be able to justify to a resident why this should be done. He 
noted he wants to do what he feels is best for the residents of Robbinsdale. He also 
stated that he thinks there are better alternatives and would vote no for municipal 
consent if it stays as is. 

 
25. Mayor Blonigan stated there are a significant amount of people that believe BNSF 

was the better option for this route, but noted the County Road 81 is already 
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divisive with or without Light Rail. He stated the change from the rail corridor to 
County Road 81 is significant for Robbinsdale and that he would be willing to talk 
either personally, or with the Council, to SLR 81. He also stated that 
accommodations are being made for other cities who tend to get more assets then 
Robbinsdale and asked that the same treatment be given to Robbinsdale when 
considering the significant changes that are being made. He reiterated that even if 
Robbinsdale didn’t give municipal consent, Hennepin County and Met Council 
have the authority to move forward with the project. He understands Light Rail 
makes sense for the future and could provide positive impacts for the City and 
metro area.     

 
26. Member Wagner stated he prefers Light Rail and prefers this route option as it 

doesn’t go through neighborhoods and doesn’t take away people’s rights-of-way. 
He asked that if the rail is going to go down County Road 81 that his hope would 
be improvements for downtown Robbinsdale could be included in the plan, 
similarly to how the project office did for Minneapolis.  
 

OLD BUSINESS A: WHEELS OF ITALY EVENT 
27. Sandvik noted this item was brought to Council at the August 15, 2023 meeting and 

at that time Council decided to table the item as there had been limited time for staff 
to review the request. He stated the event proposal is to block off parts of West 
Broadway, and because of that, the City asked Wheels of Italy to reach out to 
affected business owners. He noted they have provided a list of support from the 
business owners, as well as a detailed map highlighting access points, safety 
barricades, restrooms, and other pertinent information.  
 

28. Dan Schaefer and Phill Slavik from Wheels of Italy stated they have been doing this 
event over the last 18 years in other locations in the Twin Cities and it has been very 
successful in the past. They discussed logistics and details of the event and why they 
choose Robbinsdale.  
  

29. Member Parisian MOVED, seconded by member Murphy to approve the 
application for the “Wheels of Italy” event happening on September 24, 2023. 
The vote was unanimous and the motion carried.  

 
OTHER BUSINESS A: MOTION TO APPROVE DISBURSEMENT REQUESTS FOR 
PERIOD ENDING SEPTEMBER 5, 2023 

30. Member Wagner MOVED, seconded by member Murphy to approve disbursement 
requests for the period ending September 5, 2023. This vote was unanimous and the 
motion carried. 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

31. Sandvik noted on September 11, 2023, the Robbinsdale Chamber of Commerce will be 
hosting their annual Meet and Greet event in downtown Robbinsdale from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. He also noted the Robbinsdale Farmers Market is coming to an end and that the 
last market with be on September 23, 2023. He mentioned staff has implemented a new 
Agenda Management software which will improve productivity for staff and accessibility 
to the public. Finally, he noted the Council had a productive and thoughtful conversation 
about the 2024 budget and encouraged the public to reach out to staff with any questions.  
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COUNCIL GENERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
32. Member Parisian thanked staff for their work on the budget and appreciates their time as 

well as Council for the good discussion.  
 

33. Member Wagner thanked the community members who participated in the meeting tonight. 
He also thanked Clare Housing and appreciates the work they are doing. He wished 
everyone a Happy Labor Day and shared a quote from Abraham Lincoln.  

 
34. Member Murphy stated there are still trees available through the Robbinsdale Tree Sale and 

Thanked the City Manger for the time he spends working with community members to 
make events like Wheels of Italy happen.  

 
35. Mayor Blonigan also recognized Labor Day and the people that fought for those rights. He 

noted two properties that had solar panels installed on their houses and encouraged people 
to look at Robbinsdale’s Energy Action Plan. He mentioned that he received two letters 
stating our Senator Ann Rest and our Representative Mike Freiberg both were selected as 
Minnesota Legislators of Distinction for 2023.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

36. Member Wagner MOVED, seconded by member Murphy to adjourn the meeting at 
9:02 p.m. The vote was unanimous and the motion carried.  
 

 
 
______________________________             _____________________________ 
Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk   William A. Blonigan, Mayor 
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ROBBINSDALE PARKS, RECREATION & FORESTRY COMMISSION 

Tuesday, May 23, 2023 Minutes 
Robbinsdale City Hall  

 
The Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Commission is an advisory commission to the City Council on matters 

relating to the City’s parks system, recreation programs, and forestry activities. 
 

1) Commission Meeting Called to Order at 7:03 pm by Chair Sussman   
       Present:  Denise Beck, Damien Rochon-Washington, Michelle Vaith, Melissa Markfort, Danny Sussman, Nicholas 

Erdos-Thayer 
 Excused:  Jennifer Hill   
          Others:  Ryan Parks, Recreation Services Manager 

      
2) Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes:  Markfort moved, seconded by Erdos-Thayer to approve the April 25, 2023 

regular meeting minutes.  Motion carried.   

3) New Business 
A)  

• Commissioner Sussman announced his resignation from the commission.  He bought a place in Florida 
and will be spending a good part of the year down there.  Commission members thanked Sussman for 
his advocacy and service for the City of Robbinsdale.   

   
4)   Old Business   
        A)  Equity in Recreational Programming:  

• Parks gave an update on the community gardens.  Both sites (3933 West Broadway and 3606 Lake Drive) 
are up and running.  There are a few plots open at the West Broadway site.  The city will continue to 
promote these openings.   

B) Program Updates:  Parks mentioned that summer program registrations are picking up with the school year 
nearing the end.  Fall and winter 2023-24 program planning is concluding.  The fall/winter newsletter will be 
mailed out to residents in mid-August.     

C) Park Projects:   
• National Fitness Campaign fitness court:    Parks gave a brief update on the National Fitness Campaign 

(NFC) fitness court.  The City of Robbinsdale has been awarded preliminary eligibility for a $50,000 grant 
to participate in the 2024 Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota Campaign.  Parks added that now the 
city has to determine how to fund the rest of the project if we are to move forward with this.   

• The commission expressed their support for the fitness court after talking about adding accessible fitness 
equipment in our parks over the past 2+ years.   

 
5)   City Reports & Updates  

A) Parks:  The Parks department have been busy with field maintenance, repairing irrigation in parks, and finishing 
work on the trail at Sunset Park.   
B) Recreation: Parks mentioned that they were in 2nd interviews for the Recreation Services – Administrative 
Support position.  Hoping to have the new hire on by mid to late June.  Parks added that they hired 14 seasonal 
staff that will work the summer camps and youth sports programs during the summer.   
C) Forestry:  No Forestry update this month.  Parks stated that he forgot to reach out to the City Forester for an 
update. 
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6) General Communication  

• The PRF Commission would like to table at the Lakeivew Terrace Farmer’s Market this summer to engage with the 
community.  Parks said he would talk to Matt Bazyk, Community Engagement Coordinator, about getting them on 
the schedule.   

7) Adjournment:  Vaith moved, seconded by Markfort to adjourn the meeting at 7:36 pm.  Motion carried.  

Next meeting scheduled for 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, August 22, at Robbinsdale City Hall     
 
________________________________ 
Ryan Parks, Recorder 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Diaa Tahoun, Finance Director 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

RE: Robbinsdale Wine & Spirits’ Monthly Financial Statements 
 

Background: 

Attached are the Robbinsdale Wine & Spirits’ financial reports for the month of July 2023 
prepared by the Finance department. The report includes monthly and year to date amounts for 
2023 with comparable amounts to 2022. 
 
Analysis: 
Year to date sales are $2,455,640, which is up $28,773 from the prior year. Gross profit on sales 
is at $666,677 compared with $666,603 in 2022. Gross profit year to date is at 27%, which is a 
little lower than our target. Net income before transfers for the year is $52,112, compared to a net 
income of $76,608 in 2022. 
 
The rent expense associated with the Hy-Vee location, amounting to $12,075 per month, is 
accounted for within the depreciation expense because of GASB 87.  
 
Recommendation: 
Approve a motion to acknowledge the Robbinsdale Wine & Spirits’ financial reports for the 
month of July 2023.   
 
Attachments: 
1. Liquor July 23 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Diaa Tahoun, Finance Director 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

RE: Deputy Registrar’s Monthly Financial Statements 
 

Background: 

Attached are the Deputy Registrar’s financial reports for the month of July 2023 prepared by the 
Finance department. The reports include monthly and year to date amounts for 2023 with 
comparable amounts to 2022. 
 
Analysis: 
Year to date revenues are $363,680 which is $61,365 higher than the prior year. Expenditures 
were higher by $8,636. There is a net gain before transfers of $70,800 year to date, which is 
$52,729 more than last year.  
  
Passport revenue year to date increased $19,215, (30.4%) and motor vehicle fees have decreased 
$5,335, (-2.3%).  
  
In July 2023, Deputy Registrar received a payment in the amount of $46,502.12 for the 
Transportation Omnibus Bill. 
 
Recommendation: 
Approve a motion to acknowledge the Deputy Registrar’s financial reports for the month of July 
2023. 
 
Attachments: 
1. DEPS Jul 2023 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Diaa Tahoun, Finance Director 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

RE: Approval of Credit Card Charges and Payment 
 

Background: 

The City has issued credit cards to certain employees as designated by the City Manager. Credit 
card payments are made using the ACH payment method directly to the bank, no check is issued, 
and payment is required by a certain date to avoid finance charges. 
 
Analysis: 
The attached listings are the credit card payments made in the month of July 2023 representing 
charges for the period June 11, 2023 through July 10, 2023, for expenses for City operations. 
 
Recommendation: 
By motion approve the July 2023 payment for City credit card charges. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Jul 23 credit cards 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Diaa Tahoun, Finance Director 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

RE: Scheduling the date for the Truth-in-Taxation Budget Meeting 
 

Background: 

The Truth-in-Taxation Law requires the Council to notify the County Auditor of the date of the 
meeting at which the budget and levy will be discussed and allow the public to comment. The 
meeting for public comment no longer needs to be separate from a regular council meeting and 
there is no requirement for a reconvened hearing. The County must receive this information no 
later than September 30, 2023. The date, time and place of the meeting will be printed on the 
individual property tax statement for the proposed property tax for 2024. The City may insert a 
flyer with the tax notices on the 2024 budget.  
  
A brief work session will be held at the end of the regular meeting to review the draft text for this 
insert. 
 
Analysis: 
Cities are required to hold a public meeting on the proposed budget after November 24 and no 
later than December 28, at which the public is allowed to comment on the 2024 budget and tax 
levy. The staff recommends scheduling a public input opportunity and the adoption of the final 
tax levy for consideration at the Council meeting scheduled for December 5, 2023. The final tax 
levies to the County Auditor must be certified before December 30, 2023.   
 
Recommendation: 
By motion, waive the reading and order the adoption of the resolution scheduling the date of the 
Truth-in-Taxation Budget Meeting for the 2024 Budget and Property Tax Levy for December 5, 
2023. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Resolution 
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Member ___________________ moved and Member ____________________ seconded a motion 
that the following resolution be adopted this 19th day of September 2023. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. _____ 
A RESOLUTION SCHEDULING THE DATE FOR THE TRUTH-IN-TAXATION 

BUDGET MEETING FOR THE 2024 BUDGET AND PROPERTY TAX LEVY 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes requires a Truth-in-Taxation budget meeting be held on 
the proposed budget and proposed tax levy; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has to designate the place, time and date of a council meeting that 
will include discussion of the City budget and allow the public to comment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the date chosen by the City can be a regularly scheduled City Council 
meeting; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ROBBINSDALE, MINNESOTA THAT: The Truth-in-Taxation budget meeting on the 2024 
proposed budget and tax levy be held at the Robbinsdale City Hall in the Council Chambers at 
4100 Lakeview Avenue North, Robbinsdale, Minnesota on the following date: 
 
 Budget Meeting:  December 5, 2023  7:00 P.M. 
   
The question was on the adoption of the resolution and upon a vote being taken thereon, the 
following voted in favor thereof: 
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
WHEREUPON SAID RESOLUTION WAS DECLARED DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED 
THIS 19TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2023. 
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
William A. Blonigan, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk 
 
  (seal) 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Diaa Tahoun, Finance Director 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

RE: Amendment of the 2024 Budget Calendar 
 

Background: 

On April 4, 2023, the City Council approved the budget calendar, designating December 19, 
2024, as the date for the certification of the final property tax levy. 
 
Analysis: 
The staff recommends advancing the final property tax levy date to December 5, as opposed to 
December 19, to allow for better preparation for the 2024 staff requirements and other 
contractual considerations. 
 
Recommendation: 
By motion to adopt the Budget Calendar with an amendment designating December 5, 2023, as 
the date for the final property tax levy. 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Sherry O'Donnell, Admin Support/Deputy City Clerk 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

RE: Hy-Vee Movie Night 
 

Background: 

Hy-Vee, 3505 Bottineau Blvd, submitted a short notice event application for a movie night on 
their parking lot. The movie was planned to be shown on the north facing side of the building. 
The event was Saturday, September 16, 2023 from 7:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. No street closures 
were requested. 
  
The Public Works Director/City Engineer approved the application noting that no road closures 
were proposed, and there must be well-delineated separation and careful control between moving 
vehicles and pedestrians/attendees. All litter was to be cleared after the event. 
  
The Fire Marshal, Fire Chief and Police Chief approved with the following conditions: maintain 
emergency vehicle access at all times and must ensure traffic coming in/out was separate from 
those watching the movie. The Police Chief did not require any extra police services. 
  
There was no plan to prepare/serve food and/or beverages. No additional licensing would have 
been required, since they already have appropriate food and beverage licenses. 
 
Analysis: 
The City Manager administratively approved the event with the intent that Council would 
retroactively approve at this meeting. 
 
Recommendation: 
Retroactively approve the Hy-Vee, 3505 Bottineau Blvd, movie night on their parking lot on 
Saturday, September 16, 2023 from 7:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.  
 
Attachments: 
None 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Matt Bazyk, Recreation Services Manager 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

RE: Memorial Bench Donation 
 

Background: 

Ann Tranvik would like to donate a bench in honor of Barb Conrad. Barb is a long-term resident 
of Robbinsdale and lives near the East Side of Crystal Lake. She has been active in the 
community for decades and has worked in District 281 ECFE for 20 plus years. The location of 
the bench will be at Sunset Park, as there is already an existing pad there. Sunset Park also 
happens to be one of Barb's favorite spots to watch sunsets.  
 
Analysis: 
Memorial bench will be paid for and donated by Ann Tranvik.  
 
Recommendation: 
Accept a donation from Ann Tranvik for a memorial bench in Sunset Park. 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk/Assistant to City Manager 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

RE: Approval of Licenses 
 

Background: 

As required by City Code, contractor and business licenses issued in the City of Robbinsdale 
must be approved by the City Council. Attached is a list of applicants requesting a license or 
license renewal to operate within the City. All appropriate fees have been paid and certificates of 
insurance and bonds, if required, have been filed with the City Clerk. 
 
Analysis: 
Not applicable.  
 
Recommendation: 
By motion, approve issuance of licenses dated 9/19/2023. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Licenses 
 

Page 34 of 160



Page 35 of 160



Page 36 of 160



 
 
TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Sherry O'Donnell, Admin Support/Deputy City Clerk 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

RE: Gathering Community Church Event 
 

Background: 

On September 7, 2023, staff received an event application from The Gathering Community 
Church, 3620 43rd Avenue North, formerly Olivet United Methodist Church. In recognition of 
their one year anniversary, a celebration event was planned for Sunday, September 17, 2023, 
12:00 noon until 3:00 p.m., on their parking lot. 
 
Analysis: 
Plans included classic cars, lawn games, recorded music and 2 food trucks. The church requested 
for the 2 food trucks to park on the street. City code does allow food trucks in this setting, but 
cannot be parked in the ROW (right-of-way), so must use off-street parking, such as the church 
parking lot. This was communicated to the event planners. As of the finalization of this memo at 
noon on Friday, September 15, 2023, only one food truck had submitted the paperwork. Staff 
will ensure the food trucks are appropriately licensed and license fees collected. Since the 
application was not received in a timely manner for Council approval prior to the event, staff 
administratively approved. 
 
Recommendation: 
Retroactively approve The Gathering Community Church, 3620 43rd Avenue North, event 
application that was submitted on September 7, 2023, for a one-year anniversary celebration on 
Sunday, September 17, 2023, 12:00 noon until 3:00 p.m., with staff conditions. 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Rick Pearson, Community Development Coordinator 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

RE: Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans 4628 41stAve. N. 

• Conditional Use Permit C23-1 for multiple family units. 
• Variance V23-1 to reduce parking, lot and unit area requirements. 
• Conditional Use Permit C23-3 for off-site parking. 

 
 

Background: 

Jon Lovald on behalf of the Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans (MACV) has requested 
various approvals needed to remodel the former Robin Hotel located at 4628 41st Ave. N. The 
non-conforming 21 sleeping room hotel is being converted to 4 apartments and 11 sleeping 
rooms. The Planning Commission conducted public hearings starting on January 19 and 
continued them all until August 17. The minutes to the meeting are provided as Attachment 1. 
  
 
Analysis: 
The staff reports prepared for the requests are provided in Attachment 2. The plan has had many 
revisions and challenges unforeseen by MACV have been addressed. The significant issues 
regarding the remodeling and change in use: 

• The building and property has long been considered legal non-conforming as a hotel with 
21 single occupancy sleeping rooms. The structure dates back to 1900 and was moved to 
the current site from 4088 Hubbard in 1958. 

• The code requires that changes in use require the building and site be brought into 
compliance. Thus, the main floor with 11 sleeping rooms is being converted to 4 one-
bedroom apartments, triggering the conditional use permit requirement in the B-3 
Highway Commercial zoning district.  

• The property has insufficient space to satisfy the off-street parking requirement, which 
has resulted in a variance request to reduce (but not waive) required parking; lot area and 
useable open space requirements and one bedroom apartment unit size. 

  
At the various public hearings, concerns were presented in the form of emails and a letter from 
Mary Dougherty on behalf of the Church of the Sacred Heart (Attachment 3). Their concerns 
were primarily concerned with resident behavior and parking impacts on Hubbard Ave. N. There 
were rumors about the make-up of the tenants that were unfounded. However, it is true that some 
of the tenants will have criminal histories and have had difficulty getting housing.   
  
Ultimately, on-street parking was banned on Hubbard Ave. N. as a result of congestion with 
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turning movements of fire apparatus, busses and other vehicles at the intersection and the Public 
Safety Building Fire Department driveway. 
  
The insufficient parking issue has been addressed from multiple approaches: 

• Approximately 850 sq. ft. has been licensed for MACV parking and dumpster enclosure 
use from the Robbinsdale Economic Development Authority (REDA) owner of the 
adjacent Broadway Court property for four parking spaces on the MACV site. 

• Seven parking spaces have been leased from the Hennepin County Regional Rail 
Authority behind the Hubbard Marketplace. 

• It is expected that at least half of the tenants do not own vehicles. They have very low 
incomes and may not be able to afford them. As a result, staff feels that a variance can be 
granted reducing the parking requirement to an amount that seems realistic based upon 
the financial limitations of the tenants. 

  
On August 17, the Planning Commissioners were satisfied with the latest site plan revisions and 
unanimously (of those present) adopted a motion to recommend approval of the conditional use 
permits and variances.    
 
Recommendation: 
Motion to waive the reading and adopt the resolution shown in ATTACHMENT 
4 APPROVING VARIANCE REQUEST V23-3 TO REDUCE ONSITE PARKING, LOT 
AREA, USESBLE OPENS SPACE AND APARTMENT SQUARE FOOTAGE, 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REQUESTs C23-1 FOR MULTIPLE FAMILY USE AND 
C23-3 FOR OFF-SITE PARKING AT 4628 41ST AVENUE NORTH FOR THE MINNESOTA 
ASSISTANCE COUNCIL FOR VETERANS 
  
 
Attachments: 
1. Planning Commission minutes 
2. Planning Commission staff reports 
3. Church of the Sacred Heart Concerns 
4. Resolution 
5. Site Plan 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Diaa Tahoun, Finance Director 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

RE: Proposed 2024 General Fund and Debt Service Property Tax Levies 
 

Background: 

The City is required to submit a proposed 2024 Property Tax Levy to Hennepin County by 
September 30, 2023. This levy will be used by the County to prepare the Truth-In-Taxation 
notices that the County mails to every citizen in November.   
 
Analysis: 
The Proposed 2024 General Fund Budget was presented and discussed at Budget Work Sessions 
on July 31 and September 5, 2023. In 2023, levy limits are not in effect. 
  
The City will receive an increase in Local Government Aid in 2024 in the amount of $429,069, 
based on the formula adopted by the legislature. The formula is based on the number of jobs in 
the city per capita, the age of the housing stock, the average city tax rate state-wide, city 
population, and the city’s tax base. These factors are used to determine the city’s unmet need for 
funding separate from what may be happening in other cities throughout the state. 
  
Fiscal Disparities distribution will have an increase in allocation by $171,414. This is a 
distribution of commercial property taxes across the metro area. The change in the City’s tax rate 
between years is the key factor affecting the formula. The impact of the increase in this one 
revenue source is an increase of 12.38% in revenue compared to 2023. 
  
The final levy, which will be adopted in December, can be reduced, but may not increase above 
the preliminary levy adopted tonight. The proposed levy currently provides for maintaining core 
services at the current level, preserving city assets, and includes an allowance for cost of living 
and other compensation adjustments.   
  
The levy option included in the resolution is a general fund budget that uses approximately 
$74,730 of general fund reserves. Additional levy options have also been prepared using various 
scenarios. There are additional options for the general fund revenues and expenditures that will 
be reviewed prior to setting a final tax levy in December to reduce the use of reserves.  
  
A copy of the city manager's proposed General Fund Budget is attached as Exhibit 1. A summary 
of tax levy options is included as Exhibit 2. Information on the City of Robbinsdale tax levy 
history is included in Exhibit 3. 
  
The proposed General and Debt Service levies as discussed at the General Fund Work Session 
(using Option 4) are provided on the resolution as Exhibit 4. 
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Recommendation: 
By motion, waive the reading and order the adoption of the resolution setting the proposed 2024 
General Fund and Debt Service Property Tax Levies and certifying to Hennepin County (shown 
as Exhibit 4). 
 
Attachments: 
1. GF & Debt service property tax levies 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Diaa Tahoun, Finance Director 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

RE: Proposed 2024 HRA Property Tax Levy 
 

Background: 

The City is required to submit a proposed 2024 Property Tax Levy to Hennepin County by 
September 30, 2023. This levy will be used by the County to prepare the Truth in Taxation 
notices that the County mails to every citizen in November. This levy is for the REDA to use for 
continued community development efforts. 
 
Analysis: 
The HRA Levy is separate from the regular City Levy and is used to fund housing and 
redevelopment activities. For 2024, the limit on the HRA Levy is .0185% of the City’s Taxable 
Market Value for 2023. This levy is being proposed on behalf of the Robbinsdale Economic 
Development Authority (REDA) and will be distributed to the REDA when received. The City is 
setting the proposed levy at this time. The final HRA Levy may be reduced, but may not 
increase, when finally adopted in December. 
  
The levy for 2023 was $274,836 and the maximum levy for 2024 is $323,129, based on a total 
market value of $1,746,642,900. Council members have indicated support for levying the 
maximum amount given the important work the REDA has been doing. 
 
Recommendation: 
By motion, waive the reading and order the adoption of the resolution setting the proposed 2024 
Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) Property Tax Levy (shown as Exhibit 1).               
 
Attachments: 
1. Resolution 
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Exhibit 1 
 
Member ____________________ moved and Member _________________ seconded a motion 
that the following resolution be read and adopted this 19th day of September 2023. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 
 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE PROPOSED  
2024 HOUSING AND REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (HRA)  

PROPERTY TAX LEVY FOR CERTIFICATION TO HENNEPIN COUNTY 
 

 WHEREAS, Minnesota Statues requires that the City adopt the HRA Levy on behalf of 
the Robbinsdale Economic Development Authority; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed HRA tax levy must be certified to Hennepin County on or before 
September 30, 2023; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ROBBINSDALE, MINNESOTA adopts the proposed 2024 HRA Net Property Tax Levy in the 
amount of $323,129 and directs the City Clerk to certify this amount to Hennepin County. 
 
The question was on the adoption of the resolution and upon a vote being taken thereon, the 
following voted in favor thereof: 
 
and the following voted against the same: 
 
WHEREUPON SAID RESOLUTION WAS DECLARED DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED 
THIS 19TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2023. 
       
 
 
                                                  __________________________________ 
       William A. Blonigan, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Diaa Tahoun, Finance Director 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

RE: Enterprise Funds Budget, Capital Project Funds Budget, and CIP Plan 
Work Sessions 

 

Background: 

Work Sessions need to be scheduled for the presentation and review of the Proposed City 
Manager’s Budget for the 2024 Enterprise and Capital Improvement Funds, and the 2024-2033 
Capital Improvement Plan. 
 
Analysis: 
Options for the meetings are as follows:  

• October 17th after the council meeting 
• October 24th as a separate work session 
• November 7th after the council meeting 
• November 14th after the REDA meeting (option to set as a follow-up meeting if needed.)  
• November 21st after the council meeting (option to set as a follow-up meeting if needed.) 

 
 
Recommendation: 
By motion, set a series of Work Sessions to discuss the Proposed City Manager’s Budget for 
2024 Enterprise and Capital Project Funds, and the 2024-2033 Capital Improvement Plan, for the 
dates listed above along with a follow-up session.  
 
Attachments: 
None 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

PREPARED BY: Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk/Assistant to City Manager 

APPROVED BY: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

RE: Voucher Requests Pending Approval for Disbursement 
 

Background: 

The check register dated 9/19/23 reflects the voucher requests pending approval for 
disbursement. 
 
The check register dated 9/6/23 through 9/19/23 is a list of vouchers requiring payment for city 
funds, Deputy Registrar, liquor, and miscellaneous purchases. The payments are required prior to 
the next Council meeting. 
 
Analysis: 
None 
 
Recommendation: 
By motion, approve disbursement requests for period ending 9/19/2023. 
 
Attachments: 
None 
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