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Wednesday, March 17, 2021

Web -Ex Meeting
1. The work session was called to order by Mayor Pro Tern Kline at 6: 30 p. m. 

2. Councilmembers Present: Kline, Webb, Selman, Backen, Mayor Blonigan

3. Staff Present: Marcia Glick, City Manager; Richard McCoy, Public Works Director; is

Pearson, Community Development Coordinator. 

4. Others Present: 

Metro BlueLine LRT Business Advisory Commission Representative: Mike Opat for North
Memorial

UPDATE AND DISCUSSION: Proposed Route for Relocated METRO BlueLine LRT Extension on

County Road 81 alignment

5. Glick noted that with BNSF alignment being taken off the table, the only right- of-way ( r- o- w) 
wide enough through Robbinsdale that is close enough to the original plan, so eligible for

NewStarts work, is County Road 81. Everyone is encouraged to put feedback into the survey
and comments at www. bluelih­", qog In the discussion of the Minneapolis analysis, the

project staff indicated that a 75 foot r- o- w was minimum. In Robbinsdale, the project team is
looking at 28 foot wide tracks and 11 foot wide driving lanes ( current lanes 12- 14 feet). In

some places, there isn' t sufficient room including turn lanes. Recapping information from the
Issues Identification Team ( I IT) meeting held that morning — identified potential areas of
tight points/ areas of concern: 

351h Avenue turn lanes into Hy-Vee/ North Memorial Specialty were identified as critical
36th Avenue noted new agreements and easements in place between Parker Station Flats
and Hennepin County for improvements to the existing storm water pond

Lack of r- o-w between Birdtown Flats and Lakeview Terrace Park/ regional bikeway access
road

Question on west -side frontage road — does it need to be two-way (staff noted that prior
to reduction of lanes there needs to be a study of the maximum development potential
for properties between Birdtown Flats to 39th to assure adequate access is available for
the future) 

40th — Town Center retaining wall/ underground parking access is tight to r- o- w. If Town
Center not redeveloped, r- o- w shift to east into Robin Center site wo; uld be needed to

allow for a station. Access to Town Center/ US Bank currently needed. Access to Robin
Center by gas station would likely need to close. 

10 411t Ave is heaviest pedestrian crossing between 40th/ 41st/ 42nd
McDonald' s property owns up to r- o- w and has easement access from CR81 — likely
needs to stay open. 

Possible elimination of north bound right turn lane and one left turn lane at 42nd. 
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Possible closing of south bound turn lane for boat launch regional trailhead

Staff was not provided detail on TH 100 intersection or points north. 

Adopted • 20, 2021



was discussion • the history • alignment alternatives including a 60 • 

exploration of using Penn Ave as the connection from 55 to •• a concept cutting

across from •• • Broadway at 34th. Other discussion •'• a • discussion • i

trying • get from 36th to 42nd next to the rail r-o- w • alternate alignments as well as

options for tunnels or elevated sections. 

17. Glick noted alternatives to width include stacking rail/ traffic, redeveloping properties at

points. The elevation change between West Broadway and parking lot at City Hall
and water table) has to be considered. 
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32. Blonigan acknowledged concern of equation between the community living in the area and
crime in the area. He was not concerned about the safety in the corridor. 

33. Opat confirmed that the lack of r- o- w stopped the previous exploration of the route through
Minneapolis, there was room for the train, but not for parking. Current exploration of rout(! - 
from Target Field seems to follow the highway to get north to Broadway/ Lowry. North
Memorial looks in favor of helping to get employees to North Memorial from the south. He
noted that a lot of the leadership has changed in Minneapolis and they were not familiar
with the earlier study decisions. The concept now is to assure that those with homes and
businesses impacted by construction would be compensated via anti -displacement efforts. 

34. Greenberg shared his efforts to reach out to a variety of social media groups to try to drive
people to the surveys. There are people excited about the opportunity as well as those with
concerns. He noted that he plans to attend community meetings being held by Phillippe
Cunningham to hear the feedback from Minneapolis residents. He emphasized the need to

educate people about the proposal and encourage people to provide all of their feedback. 
35. Glick confirmed that the meeting is being recorded and the plan to post the meeting for the

public to view. She pointed out that the potential pinch points discussed, possible loss of
turn lanes or access and need to develop adjacent sites were not certain. This is not a final
route. 

36. Participants agreed that while discussion included some difficult moments, it should b1I

posted on the CCX site. Glick noted it wouldn' t be in normal council meeting section
because it is in a different electronic format. 

37. Mayor Pro Tern Kline adjourned the meeting at 7: 45 p. m. 

Marcia Glick, Recorder Tyler 4,,M ayor Pro Tern
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