
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
May 7, 2019 

Sixth Corner Meeting Room  
4100 Lakeview Avenue North  

Robbinsdale, Minnesota  
Following the 7:00 p.m. regular City Council Meeting 

A G E N D A

1. CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION CALLED TO ORDER BY MAYOR PRO TEM

2. ROLL CALL: Blonigan, Rogan, Selman, Backen, Mayor Murphy

3. REVIEW: Special Assessment Policy for Alleys (attachment 1)  

4. DISCUSS: Citizen Concerns
• driving behavior by Cunningham
• litter – trash busters
• single use plastic straws (attachment 2)

5. DISCUSS SCHEDULE:
• Partnership For Change-Information on Marijuana Dispensaries
• North Memorial Helicopter presentation

6. REVIEW: City Code amendments required to comply with water surface 
management plan.

7. DISCUSS: RailVolution 2019 September 8-11. Meet & Greet 9/8. REDA 9/10.

8. MONTHLY UPDATE: Problem Properties

9. REVIEW:  Strategic Goals

10. OTHER BUSINESS

11. ADJOURNMENT





Minutes excerpt from March 5, 2019 

PUBLIC HEARING B – IMPROVEMENT HEARING FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE 
ALLEY BETWEEN BEARD AVENUE AND SHORELINE DRIVE FROM 40TH AVENUE TO 41ST 
AVENUE 

1. Mayor Murphy opened the public hearing.
2. Karen Thereau – 4034 Shoreline Drive – Commented on the corner house policy and

would like the policy to remain the same; everyone paying the same amount.
3. Debra Trom – 4073 Beard Avenue North – Her home is on a corner lot and she

understands that everyone needs the alley in some way and would be happy with whatever
the Council decides.

4. Claire Shaw – 4055 Beard Avenue North – Requested further information on the City
absorbing 10% of the cost and hopes that the Council moves forward with that.

5. Mary Wick – 3224 40th Avenue North – Stated she hasn’t used the alley in 69 years.  Her
driveway is off of 40th Avenue.  Would like to see the City move forward with the 10%
reduction.

6. Member Rogan explained why he would like to consider a change in the corner lot policy.
Council will reflect on feedback regarding suggested changes to the alley assessment
policy for further discussion at a work session. Member Rogan will notify interested
neighbors of the date of the meeting when it is set.

Attachment 1









Dear Mayor Murphy and City council persons, 

I Lillee Couture, a lifetime resident of Robbinsdale Minnesota, am sending you this letter to 
address my request for you (the city) to propose a motion to phase out and eventually ban single-use 
plastic straws throughout businesses in Robbinsdale. 

Whether everyone believes it or not, the climate of our planet is changing for the worse because 
of our single-use society promoting polluted habits. Did you know that on average 500 million straws are 
used DAILY by the U.S. alone (that's enough to fill 125 school buses every day!)? That equals about 180 
billion plastic straws per year. This staggering number of single-use plastic straws circulating our 
environment should be enough to persuade you but here is further information. Did you also know that 
only 9 percent of recyclable material are actually recycled?  The remaining 91 percent is either 
incinerated or more likely dumped into landfills and oceans (information provided by the united nations 
environment program). Plastic straws being the worst since they are contaminated by food thus making 
them IMPOSSIBLE to properly recycle. This is the harsh reality of 21st-century plastic convenience, that 
we have the power to change. Some options for businesses could be the multitude of eco-friendly, 
biodegradable straws. Some links to more sustainable options are: 

• 
• https://cibowares.com/collections/paper-straws/products/10-25-white-wrapped-giant-

paper-straws?variant=12628008370247 
• 
• 
• https://cibowares.com/products/5-75-black-unwrapped-cocktail-paper-

straws?variant=12628003881031
• 

I implore you to bring this pressing issue to the immediate attention of the city council and 
propose a motion to ban single-use plastic straws from all businesses throughout Robbinsdale. I wish for 
us (Robbinsdale) to be the example to other cities throughout the metro area to make a more eco-friendly 
city for our benefit as well as the planets’. Your responsiveness to other city members concerns gives me 
the certainty that you will give equal weight and consideration to my request. I greatly appreciate your 
prompt attention and time in order to safeguard our future.  

If you would like to talk further or have any other questions regarding this issue please feel free to 
reach me at lillee.couture@stthomas.edu . 

Sincerely, 
Lillee Couture 

Attachment 2
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