
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

January 5, 2021 
On-Line Meeting Via Webex 

6:30 p.m. 
THE PUBLIC MAY OBSERVE THE ON-LINE MEETING BY CALLING MARCIA GLICK, 
CITY MANAGER, AHEAD OF TIME AT 763-531-1258 FOR LOG-IN INSTRUCTIONS. 
THE PUBLIC WILL BE ABLE TO LISTEN BY CALLING +1-312-535-8110 AND 
ENTERING ACCESS CODE 177 956 8531 . IF PROMPTED, HIT #.  

 

A G E N D A  

 
1. CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION CALLED TO ORDER BY MAYOR PRO TEM 

 
2. ROLL CALL: Kline, Webb, Selman, Backen, Mayor Blonigan 

 
3. DISCUSSION OF COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS: 

 
A. Appointment of Council Delegates to Legislative Bodies 

• Attachment 1—List of Legislative Bodies & Recommendations 
• Attachment 2—Past appointments 
• Attachment 3—2021 Delegate Appointments 

4. DISCUSSION OF 2021 CITY COUNCIL DATES—Attachment 4 
 

5. DISCUSSION OF COMMISSION REAPPOINTMENTS – Attachment 5 
 

6. DISCUSSION OF BlueLine LRT – CAC and BAC Appointments – Attachment 6 
 

7. DISCUSSION – Resolution 7806 – local emergency allowing electronic meetings – 
Attachment 7 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 



Attachment 1 
 
 
 

APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL DELEGATES TO OTHER ORGANIZATIONS  
The City is represented on a number of organizations outside of the city. Either Council 
Members or staff may be appointed as delegates or alternate delegates to the following 
positions: 
 
League of Minnesota Cities - organization representing City's interests at State Legislature 
and U.S. Congress. Delegate or alternate casts the City's one vote at the League meetings. 
Term is open. Appoint a Delegate and one or two Alternates. 
 
National League of Cities - organization representing national cities' interests in Congress. 
Delegate or alternate casts the city's one vote at the national meetings. Term is open. 
Appoint a Delegate, Alternate and Second Alternate. 
 
Metro Cities - organization representing metropolitan municipal interests in State 
Legislature. Term is open. Appoint a Delegate and Alternate 
 
School District 281 Government Advisory Council - represents the Council at School 
Board meetings and on School District issues. Term is open Appoint two Liaisons. 
 
Suburban Rate Authority - (by attached resolution) - An organization of municipal 
officials which represents consumers in gas, phone, electric rate increase hearings. Term 
is for one year. Reappointment of Richard McCoy as Director is recommended. 
Appointments must be approved by resolution. Appointment of Alternate Director. 
 
NW Suburbs Cable Communications Commission - franchising body charged with 
establishing and administering cable television. Term is open. Appointment of two 
Commissioners 
 
Northwest Community Television Board of Directors – is a 2 year appointment, ends 
in odd year – Glick will continue in that role. 
 
Northwest Community Television Cable Coordinators Advisory Committee - 
Committee recommending stories and ideas to Northwest Community Television. 
Appointment of City Manager Glick is recommended. 
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Attachment 2 
 

1. MAYOR PRO TEM 
2021 
2020 Pat Backen 
2019 George Selman 
2018 Dan Rogan 
2017 Bill Blonigan 
2016 Pat Backen 
2015 George Selman 
2014 Dan Rogan 
2013 Bill Blonigan 

 
2. APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES TO OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

The City is represented on a number of organizations outside of the city.  Either Council Members or 
staff may be appointed as delegates or alternate delegates to the following positions: 

 
A. League of Minnesota Cities - organization representing City's interests at State Legislature and 

U.S. Congress.  Delegate or alternate casts the City's one vote at the League meetings.  Term is 
open.  Appoint a Delegate and 1 or 2 Alternates. 

 
Past Appointments 
2021 ___________________________________________________ 
2016-20 Blonigan, Delegate; Murphy, Alternate; Selman, 2nd Alternate 
2015 Backen, Delegate; Murphy, Alternate; Selman, 2nd Alternate 
2013-14 Selman, Delegate; Murphy, Alternate, Rogan, 2nd Alternate 
 

B. National League of Cities - organization representing national cities' interests in Congress.  
Delegate or alternate casts the city's one vote at the national meetings.  Term is open.  Appoint a 
Delegate, Alternate and Second Alternate. 

 
Past Appointments 
2021 __________________________________________________ 
2016-20 Murphy, Delegate; Backen, Alternate; Blonigan, 2nd Alternate 
2013-15 Murphy, Delegate, Blonigan, Alternate; Backen, 2nd Alternate 

 
C. Metro Cities - organization representing metropolitan municipal interests in State Legislature.  

Term is open.  Appoint a Delegate and Alternate. 
 

Past Appointments 
2021 ____________________________________ 
2014-20 Backen, Delegate; Selman, Alternate 
2013 Blonigan, Delegate; Selman, Alternate 
 

D. School District 281 Government Advisory Council - represents the Council at School Board 
meetings and on School District issues.  Term is open.  Appoint two Liaisons. 

 
Past Appointments 
2021  __________________________________________ 
2007-2020 Rogan, Liaison; Glick, Liaison; Backen, Alternate 
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E. Suburban Rate Authority - (by attached resolution) - An organization of municipal officials 

which represents consumers in gas, phone, electric rate increase hearings.  Term is for one year.  
Reappointment of Richard McCoy as Director is recommended.  Appointments must be 
approved by resolution.  Appointment of Alternate Director. 

 
Past Appointments 
2021 _________________________________________ 
2014-20 McCoy, Director; Blonigan, Alternate 
2013 McCoy, Director; Backen, Alternate 

 
F. NW Suburbs Cable Communications Commission - franchising body charged with 

establishing and administering cable television. Term is open.  Appointment of two 
Commissioners.  

 
Past Appointments 
2021 _________________________________________ 
2013-2020 Blonigan, Commissioner; Selman, Commissioner 
 

G. Northwest Community Television Corporation Board of Directors- an organization governing 
the use of equipment, facilities and public access to community television and cable television 
subscribers.  The term is for a two-year period ending in the odd year. City Manager will 
continue in this assignment 

 
2007-2021 Glick, Director 
 

H. Northwest Community Television Cable Coordinators Advisory Committee - Committee 
recommending stories and ideas to Northwest Community Television.  Appointment of City 
Manager is recommended; she will assign to staff member once position filled. 

 
Past Appointments 
2021 
2020  John Tingley, Coordinator 
2019  Megan Donahue, Coordinator 
2018  John Tingley, Coordinator 
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Attachment  3 
2021 Council Assignments/Appointments 

 
 1 Mayor Pro Tem  

   
2-A League of Minnesota Cities , Delegate 

  , Alternate 
  , 2nd Alternate 
   
B National League of Cities , Delegate 

  , Alternate 

  , 2nd Alternate 

   
C Metro Cities  , Delegate 

  , Alternate 

   
D School District 281 Government Advisory Committee , Liaison 

  Marcia Glick, Liaison 

  , Alternate 

   
F Suburban Rate Authority Richard McCoy, Director 

  , Alternate 

   
G Northwest Suburbs Communication Commission , Commissioner 

  , Commissioner 

   
H Northwest Community Television Board of Directors Marcia Glick, Director 

   
I NWCTV Coordinators Advisory Committee Marcia Glick, Coordinator 
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Attachment 4 
Proposed City Council Meeting Dates for 2021 

 
January 5 and January 19 
 
February 2 and 16 
 
March 2 and 16   
 
April 6 and 20 
 
May 4 and 18 
 
June 1 and 15 
 
July 6 and 20 
 
August 2* and 17 

*National Night Out is Tuesday, August 3 
 
September 7 and 21  
 
October 5 and 19 
 
November 2 and 16 
  
 
December 7 and 21 
 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
NOTES:  

• Open Book Property Valuation Date to be held ________________ 
• Review possible dates for City Park Tour spring/summer 2021 
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Attachment 5 

Parks, Recreation &  
Forestry Commission 

Planning  
Commission 

Senior 
Commission 

Human Rights 
Commission 

Raymond 
Blackledge,Ward 1 

 Josh Harrison, Ward 1 Rosemary Stafford -2021 Jasmond Rathell 

Jennifer Hill, Ward 2 Julie Ralston Aoki, 
Ward 2 

David Bjorkquist-2021 Rita Fox 

Derek Hyland, Ward 3  David Ulbrich , 
Ward 3 

Duane Bengston-2021 Julie Ralston Aoki 

Damien Rochon-Washington, 
Ward 4 

Judd Harper , Ward 4 ______  , thru 2021 or 22 Renae Sussman 

Danny Sussman, At-
Large 

Mia Parisian, At-
Large 

 Teresa Cleveland, thru 
2022 

  Kristyn DeGross 

Michelle Vaith, At-
Large 

 Nancy Intermill, thru 2022   Jenna LaTour 

Noreen Buhmann, At-
Large 

  __________    , thru 2022   Holly Moberg 

  OPEN 
  OPEN 
  OPEN 

  OPEN 
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Question 1:

Previously working for many years in retail management led me to be a leader and mentor to 
many individuals in daily interactions. I believe in sharing and gathering ideas and opinions to 
find fair and common solutions.


Question 2:

It is important for people to feel heard and valued; as well as bringing and encouraging a 
positive and motivating energy. Checking in with individuals from time to time is also important 
to keep relationships functioning and work flowing and productive. 


Question 3:

I’ve put together strong diverse teams to achieve common goals in the past in my career as a 
manager and I enjoy coordinating events. I believe my astuteness for human rights will drive 
the desire for successful events and outcomes.


Question 4:

I believe the current objectives that the commission is working on are important and needs 
more members involved to accomplish them. 

A few of my own ideas are;

-determining possible ways for the city to connect with the marginalized community to learn
their concerns.
-find ways to promote new minority businesses opening in Robbinsdale and research grant
availabilities that has become a new focus amongst many companies contributing to equity.
-more dialogue with the RPD to ensure accountability and weed out biases they hold when

responding or engaging in the community.

-partnering with Robbinsdale schools to determine and/or ensure that our accurate history is

being taught at every level.


Question 5:

I believe the most important issue is Racism. The majority of white people in society do not 
believe racism is a problem for them to absolve and that they are not inherently racist, but that 
is simply not true. Therefore it is a problem here as it is in every community in MN and beyond. 
Robbinsdale can be a leader in diversity.


Question 6:

As a white woman married to a Black man in America, I have witnessed discrimination regularly  
for 16 years, as well as experienced it myself because of biases related to my husband. The 
first significant memory of it was witnessing my Husband being followed around a store for the 
assumption that he was going to steal something. I was furious, my blood was boiling, knowing 
how virtuous he is. I had to resist the urge to confront the situation because it was not what he 
would want and for the potential of any escalation brought upon him. After that I started 
noticing how I would be watched in stores as well if we were together. My behavior and actions 
changed to make it as obvious as possible that I, & we, were not shoplifting; I do this to this 
day. 


Question 7:

Concern for human rights is intrinsically in me. It’s challenging for me to describe how fiercely I 
stand up for my husband, my family, for those I recognize fight tirelessly to be treated equally.  I  
have participated in many marches for social justice and women’s rights in NY, OH, CA, and 
MN. I’m also an active member of the local racial justice group that has brought awareness and 
change to the community.  
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Question 8:

The disenfranchisement of minorities from the lack of concern and/or recognition by leaders 
throughout the US incenses me and my mind churns for ideas of change. Reading ignorant  
and racist comments on social media consistently disrupts any calm and keeps me awake 
wondering how to remedy this huge problem. I am driven by an innate desire to help others 
and the visions I have of an equitable and peaceful world.


Question 9:

After moving here, buying our first home, I knew I wanted to get involved with community 
organizing. When I learned about the HRC, I started attending meetings. Some members 
inspired me to consider pursuing an appointment. Many leaders locally and beyond have led 
me to recognize the importance of collective voices. It is important to me to work toward a 
better tomorrow. I believe I can move the needle through collaboration and advocacy for 
people of color and the aspiration to envision how something can be more fair and equitable.


Question 10:

I have organized and led diverse groups of people in my previous career that was expected to  
accomplish specific goals, however it has mostly not directly related to human rights but it is 
something i strongly desire and hope to do.  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Attachment 6 

BLRT Committee Assignments – all advise the Met Council and Hennepin County on the development of 
the project. Identify issues and discuss potential solutions. Actively participate in discussion by sharing 

ideas and expertise. 

Corridor Management Committee – meets 2nd Thursday 1:30-3:30pm 
• _____________________________ committee member
• _____________________________ alternate

Steering Committee – no information received yet from County. 
• ______________________________
• ______________________________

Business Advisory Committee LRT Provides advice to CMC and Steering Committee. Key Stakeholder 
applications were solicited. Meets 1st Tuesday 7:30-9:30 am 

• Mike Steinhauser, Robin Center
• J Kevin Croston, MD, CEO North Memorial Health

   NOTE: Tim Baylor, McDonalds will represent the Robbinsdale Chamber of Commerce 

Citizens Advisory Committee LRT – Provides advice to CMC and Steering Committee. Meets second 
Thursday 6-8 pm. 

• Jason Greenberg requesting reappointment
•
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