
City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, August 15, 2023 

4100 Lakeview Avenue North 
Robbinsdale, MN  

7:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 

The City Council is meeting as a legislative body to conduct the business of the City according to the 
RULES OF PROCEDURE AND DECORUM OF THE CITY COUNCIL. Unless so ordered by 
the Mayor, citizen participation is limited to the following times and always within the prescribed 
rules of conduct for public input at meetings. 

A) PUBLIC HEARINGS: Public hearings are conducted so that the public affected by a proposal
may have input into the decision. During hearings, all affected residents will be given an
opportunity to speak pursuant to the RULES OF PROCEDURE AND DECORUM OF THE
CITY COUNCIL.

B) OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL ON MATTERS
NOT ON THE AGENDA

Any member of the public may speak at this time on any item NOT on the agenda. In
consideration for the public attending the meeting for specific items on the agenda, this portion
of the meeting will be limited to fifteen (15) minutes. Individuals are requested to limit their
comments to four (4) minutes or less. If the majority of the Council determines that additional
time on a specific issue is warranted, then discussion on that issue shall be continued under
Other Business at the end of the agenda. Before addressing the City Council, members of the
public are asked to step up to the microphone, give their name, address and state the subject to
be discussed. All remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a whole and not to any member
thereof. No person other than members of the Council and the person having the floor shall be
permitted to enter into any discussion without permission of the presiding officer.

Your participation, as prescribed by the Council's RULES, is welcomed and your cooperation is
greatly appreciated.

1. CITY COUNCIL MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL: Murphy, Webb, Parisian, Wagner, Mayor Blonigan

3. MICROPHONE CHECK: Murphy, Webb, Parisian, Wagner, Mayor Blonigan

4. OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL ON
MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA

5. APPROVAL OF THE AUGUST 15, 2023 MEETING AGENDA
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6. CONSENT AGENDA: Pursuant to Council rules, one motion, non- debatable, will
approve the recommendation noted. Any member of the Council may ask for an item
to be taken from the Consent Agenda for discussion and separate action. Such items
removed from the Consent Agenda shall be considered immediately following
approval of the balance of the Consent Agenda:

A. Motion to approve and order placed on file minutes of the City Council Meeting:
• City Council meeting minutes of July 31, 2023.
• Special Work Session meeting minutes of July 31, 2023.

B. Motion to receive advisory commission minutes:
• Human Rights Commission meeting minutes of June 22, 2023.
• Planning Commission meeting minutes of June 15, 2023.
• Planning Commission meeting minutes of May 18, 2023.
• Planning Commission meeting minutes of April 20, 2023.

C. Motion to approve issuance of licenses dated August 15, 2023.

D. Consider application for a 5k walk to raise funds for UNCF (United Negro College
Fund) on Saturday, September 23, 2023, from 7:30 a.m. to noon.

E. Motion to approve the Robbinsdale Energy Action Plan.

F. Motion to acknowledge the financial reports for the quarter ended June 2023.

G. Motion to waive the reading and hold the second reading of Ordinance No. 23-10
“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CODE ZONING SECTIONS 505.09
DEFINITIONS, 510.11 ACCESSORY STRUCTURES, 510.17 OFF-STREET
PARKING AND 515.01 R-1 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ACCESSORY
USES.”

H. Motion to waive the reading and adopt Resolution No. ____ “A RESOLUTION
AFFIRMING THE INTERPRETATION OF THE ROBBINSDALE CITY CODE
THAT CHECK CASHING IS NOT A PERMITTED, ACCESSORY OR
CONDITIONAL USE IN THE B-4 COMMUNITY BUSINESS DISTRICT
BASED UPON FINDINGS OF FACT.”

7. PRESENTATIONS

A. Introductions of the 2023 Robbinsdale Ambassadors.

8. PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. None.
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9. OLD BUSINESS

A. None.

10. NEW BUSINESS

A. Discuss submitted block party/event application for an event “Wheels of Italy,”
requesting permission to block West Broadway from Walgreens Rx pick-up
driveway to 42nd Avenue, 41 ½ Avenue from West Broadway to Hubbard, and the
driveway between Ace Hardware and Marna’s on Sunday, September 24, 2023,
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and direct staff accordingly.

11. OTHER BUSINESS

A. Motion to approve disbursement requests for period ending August 15, 2023.

B. Motion to set a Special Work Session for September 5, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. to
continue discussing the 2024 budget.

12. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

13. COUNCIL GENERAL COMMUNICATIONS

14. ADJOURNMENT
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City of Robbinsdale 
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

July 31, 2023 
Meeting No. 15 

CALLED TO ORDER 
1. Mayor Blonigan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL 
2. Present: Wagner, Murphy, Webb, Parisian, Mayor Blonigan 

Absent: None 
Staff: Tim Sandvik, City Manager; Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk; Kayla 

Kirtz, Assistant to City Manager – Communications; Abby Drehmel, Mn 
GreenCorps Member; Richard McCoy, Public Works Director/City 
Engineer; Rick Pearson, Community Development Coordinator 

OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL ON 
MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

3. Mayor Blonigan opened the floor to members of the public. No members of the public
spoke.

APPROVAL OF THE JULY 31, 2023 MEETING AGENDA 
4. Peterson-Etem noted the Council received the disbursement Voucher Report for Other

Business Item A via email earlier today, and a printed copy was also available for them.
He also noted there was an updated Resolution for Consent item No. I.

5. Member Murphy MOVED, second by member Parisian to approve the City Council
agenda for July 31, 2023. The vote was unanimous and the motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA 
6. Member Parisian MOVED, second by member Wagner to approve the consent

agenda. This vote was unanimous and the motion carried.

A. Motion to approve and order placed on file minutes of the City Council
Meeting:
• Work Session meeting minutes of July 11, 2023.
• Special City Council Meeting minutes of July 11, 2023.
• City Council meeting minutes of July 18, 2023.
• Special Work Session meeting minutes of July 18, 2023.

B. Motion to approve issuance of licenses dated July 31, 2023.

C. Motion to acknowledge the Deputy Registrar’s financial reports for the month
of June 2023.

D. Motion to acknowledge the Robbinsdale Wine & Spirits’ financial reports for
the month of June 2023.

E. Motion to approve the requested block parties listed on Attachment 1 subject to
the conditions, if any, listed.
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Page 2 

F. Motion to approve the request for the Robbinsdale Chamber of Commerce to
hold their annual event on Monday, September 11, 2023, from 5:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. (road closure 5:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.) on West Broadway from the
Walgreens Rx pick-up driveway to 42nd Avenue, 41½ Avenue from West
Broadway to Hubbard, and direct staff accordingly.

G. Motion to approve the Sacred Heart Church Fun Fest:
• Approve the request for the Sacred Heart Church Annual Fun Fest,

Saturday, September 23, 2023, 4:00-10:30 p.m., with music ending at 10:30
p.m.

• Find that the Fun Fest qualifies as a community event and is eligible for
extended outdoor music until 10:30 p.m. per City Code (2005.15, Subd. 1).

• Approve the Police Chief’s recommendation that Police Reserves will be on
site.

• Approve the temporary liquor license.

H. Motion to authorize the City Manager and Finance Director to issue a Purchase
Order to Evoqua Water Technologies of Holland, Michigan, for the purchase of
replacement sludge press cloths at the new Water Treatment Plant – Project
53217, with finer weave in accordance with the quotation provided on July 17,
2023, for a price of $39,123.04.

I. Motion to waive the reading and order the adoption of Resolution No. 8047
“RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO
ENTER INTO AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO THE SITE LEASE AGREEMENT
WITH AMERICAN TOWER AT 3110 OAKDALE AVE.”

J. Motion to waive the reading and concur with the Planning Commission by
holding the first reding of Ordinance No. 23-11 “AN ORDINANCE
REZONING 3836 HUBBARD AVENUE NORTH FROM R-2, SINGLE AND
TWO FAMILY RESIDENTIAL TO R-1, SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL.”

PRESENTATION A: GREENSTEP CITIES STEP 3 AWARD. 
7. Kristin Mroz, GreenStep Cities & Tribal Nations Co-Director, gave a presentation

on Robbinsdale’s work with GreenStep Cities and presented the award for
Robbinsdale reaching Step 3 of the program.

PUBLIC HEARING A: PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER ZONING 
INTERPRETATION FOR AN INTENDED US AT 4050 LAKELAND AVE. N., 
ROBIN CENTER. 

8. Pearson provided an overview and explained the Minnesota Department of
Commerce sent the City an application on behalf of Scott Bennett of SBJ
Enterprises dba Your Exchange, to operate a currency exchange business in
Robbinsdale. He stated that the City must hold a public hearing and provide the
Minnesota Department of Commerce with a decision from the governing authority.
He explained the application states the business is for check cashing and noted his
interpretation of the City Code does not allow this type of business at this specific
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location. Pearson also noted the applicant could appeal the City Code interpretation 
or apply for a zoning text amendment.  

9. Mayor Blonigan opened the public hearing.

10. Scott Bennet, Your Exchange, provided Council an overview of the business that he
is proposing to potentially occupy the space. He stated the business isn’t only for
check cashing and noted several other services that would be provided.

11. Member Webb asked if languages, other than Spanish, would be offered as part of
the services. Mr. Bennett stated since other languages aren’t as common they do not
advertise for them.

12. Member Webb asked about the fees for paying utility bills such as Xcel and Center
Point. Bennet provided the fees that would be charged.

13. Member Webb asked who the target population is. Bennett answered the unbanked,
underbanked, people that don’t use bank accounts, and people who are in situations
where they can’t get a bank account.

14. Member Wagner asked how many people would be employed at this location and
what kind of wages would employees make. Bennett stated there would be 4 to 6
employees and the starting wage is $18 to $20 with potential for an increase upon
good performance.

15. Member Wagner asked how they keep employees safe. Bennet explained reducing
hours, including further reduction in hours during the winter, security officers that
show up during close, having multiple employees open and close together, and by
having surveillance.

16. Member Wager MOVED, seconded by member Murphy to close the public
hearing. This vote was unanimous and the motion carried.

17. Member Murphy asked if the B-3 district is where the old Payday America used to
be. Pearson stated that is correct. Murphy asked if they had a conditional use permit.
Pearson noted he was unsure.

18. Pearson noted staff had limited information in bringing this to Council and that the
applicant had not contacted staff to inquire about zoning requirements before
applying through the Minnesota Department of Commerce. He also stated the City
Code doesn’t explicitly mention “check cashing” so it is up to interpretation.

19. Member Murphy stated he does think there is a need for this business and
questioned what the timeline would be for determining zoning and how that would
fit into the statute guidelines. Pearson stated his preference would be to go through a
text amendment process to figure out what the use is, which takes 90 to 120 days.
Member Murphy said he would prefer that method too.

20. Member Webb agreed with Member Murphy and wants to make sure we are doing
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the right thing for the people in the community and understands people do need a 
service like this.  

21. Member Wagner asked if there was a change to staff’s recommendation. Pearson
stated staff would need to look into this further, based on Council’s input.

22. Mayor Blonigan noted the 60-day timeframe given by the Minnesota Department of
Commerce and stated he didn’t want this to automatically be approved if the
Council didn’t come to a conclusion.

23. Mr. Bennett noted he could potentially withdraw the application from the state and
allow the time for a text amendment.

24. Sandvik recommended the Council table this item and come back to it at the next
Council meeting.

25. Member Murphy MOVED, seconded by member Webb to table this item and
revisit it at the August 15, 2023 Council meeting. The vote was unanimous and
the motion carried.

OTHER BUSINESS A: MOTION TO APPROVE DISBURSEMENT REQUESTS FOR 
PERIOD ENDING JULY 31, 2023 

26. Member Murphy MOVED, seconded by member Webb to approve disbursement
requests for the period ending July 31, 2023. This vote was unanimous and the motion
carried.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
27. Sandvik noted requested information related to the School Resource Officer will be

provided to the Council in the next week or two. He also thanked folks for coming to the
Sochacki Park open house as well as Lee Park for the Minnesota Twins clinic. Lastly, he
mentioned National Night Out is happening tomorrow, August 1, 2023, and is looking
forward to seeing people out.

COUNCIL GENERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
28. Member Murphy asked for follow up on traffic enforcement within neighborhoods.

Sandvik stated the city continues to use multiple mechanisms to enforce this, including
cameras and speed trailers. Member Murphy also asked specifically about additional
information on road improvements.

29. Member Webb mentioned GreenStep Cities and congratulated the City on making it to
Step 3. She noted National Night Out and hopes people can come together as a community.

30. Member Parisian thanked GreenStep Cities and staff for their sustainability efforts. She
also mentioned the trash pick-up at Lakeview Terrace Park on Saturday, August 5, and
noted the public safety open house happening on August 12.
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31. Mayor Blonigan mentioned the Robbinsdale Farmers Market and again encouraged people
to attend. He noted that he attended a reunion for two high schools from Liberia that held
their event in Robbinsdale and that he provided a Mayoral proclamation. He also
mentioned Robbinsdale’s work with Partners in Energy (PIE) and that Council will be
discussing Robbinsdale’s Energy Action Plan at an upcoming Work Session.

ADJOURNMENT 

Member Parisian MOVED, seconded by member Webb to adjourn the meeting at 8:42 
p.m. The vote was unanimous and the motion carried.

______________________________ 
Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk 

_____________________________ 
Aaron Wagner, Mayor Pro Tem 
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ROBBINSDALE CITY COUNCIL 
SPECIAL WORK SESSION 

July 31, 2023 
5:00 p.m. 

Robbinsdale City Hall 
4100 Lakeview Avenue North 

M I N U T E S

1. The work session was called to order by Mayor Pro Tem Wagner at 5:00 p.m.

2. Council Members present: Webb, Parisian, Blonigan, Mayor Pro Tem Wagner

3. Council Members absent: Murphy

4. Staff present: Tim Sandvik, City Manager; Kayla Kirtz, Assistant to City Manager –
Communications; Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk/Assistant to City Manager; Ryan
Parks, Recreation Services Manager; Diaa Tahoun, Finance Director; Richard McCoy,
Public Works Director/City Engineer; Rick Pearson, Community Development Director;
Patrick Foley, Police Chief; John Elder, Police Captain

Discussion: 2024 Budget 

5. Sandvik introduced the attachment.

6. Pearson explained requested budget items from the Community Development
Department.

7. Member Blonigan and Pearson discussed wages and benefits.

8. Parks explained requested budget items from the Recreation Department.

9. Member Parisian asked if the requested position would work within the Public Works
Department, Parks responded that the position would work entirely within the Recreation
Department.

10. Foley explained requested budget items from the Public Safety Department.

11. Elder explained additional requested budget items from the Public Safety Department.

12. Member Webb, Foley, and Elder discussed the total dollar amount requested from the
department.

13. Mayor Pro Tem Wagner and Foley discussed time dedicated to the proposed Police
Department wellness program.
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14. Member Blonigan and staff discussed projected budget amounts for the Public Safety
Department.

15. Council and Foley discussed incentives for the proposed wellness program.

16. McCoy explained requested budget items from the Public Works and Engineering
Departments, and the Capital Improvement Plan.

17. Sandvik explained requested budget items from the Administration Department.

18. Sandvik discussed special considerations for the Council.

19. Mayor Pro Tem Wagner and Pearson discussed anti-displacement efforts.

20. Mayor Pro Tem Wagner and McCoy discussed plans for addressing potholes.

21. Member Blonigan requested a comparison of the number of full-time equivalent
employees from 2023 versus requested 2024.

22. Member Parisian stated interest in pursuing additional sustainability staffing. Member
Webb expressed agreement.

23. Member Webb expressed appreciation for staff.

24. Council and staff clarified support for a full-time sustainability staff person.

25. Staff and Council discussed next steps.

26. Member Parisian expressed support for increasing staff resources to secure external
funding and Member Webb agreed.

27. Elder discussed the idea of a citizen task force to assist with a facilities study.

28. Staff and Council scheduled a Special Work Session to continue 2024 budget discussions
at 5:00 p.m. on September 5th.

ADJOURNMENT 

29. Mayor Pro Tem Wagner adjourned the meeting at 6:56 p.m.

________________________ _________________________ 
Kayla Kirtz, Recorder            Aaron Wagner, Mayor Pro Tem 
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ROBBINSDALE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

MEETING MINUTES 

June 22, 2023 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. 

Members present:            Nailon, Fox, Hansen, Sedqi, Beahen 

Member absent: Vanausdall-Smith 

Members excused:           Lee, Ralston Aoki 

Staff present:  Dengnoue 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES:  

MOVED by Sedqi to approve agenda, seconded by Nailon. MOTION CARRIED. 

MOVED by Nailon to approve minutes of May 25, 2023, seconded by Fox. MOTION 

CARRIED.  

CHAIR REPORT: 

1. Vice Chair Hansen read the email message from Chair Lee which included below:

“I have been talking to Valerie Castile and she is very excited about the prospect of Sanborn 

being renamed after her son. I am willing to write a proposal for the Council, if the other HRC 

members feel that is a good next step. I'm wondering if it is a good idea to include the parks and 

rec commission in creating the proposal?” 

The commission felt it was great to have Chair Lee write the proposal to be presented to Council 

in September. 

MOVED by Sedqi to have Chair Lee write a proposal for Council to change Sanborn Park to 

Philando Castile Park to bring to next meeting for commissioner approval before presentation to 

Council in September, seconded by Beahen. MOTION CARRIED. 

Chair Lee, Vice Chair Hansen and Nailon will attend the Parks and Recreation Commission 

meeting of July 20th, 2023 to inform and discuss the proposal.  

2. Vice Chair Hansen and Chair Lee are interested in having a racially restrictive covenant

event on May 3, 2024 on the anniversary of Shelley Vs. Kramer (1948 - A case in which

the court ruled that enforcement of racially restrictive covenants were a violation of the

Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment).

MOVED by Fox that Chair Lee will continue to research possible events for May 3, 2024, about 

supreme court decision on Shelley vs. Kramer case, seconded by Beahen. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

OLD BUSINESS:    

A. Honoring Philando Castile- Chair report #1 covered this item.

B. Commission Outreach efforts – Vice Chair Hansen and Commissioner Nailon will

attend the Parks and Recreation Commission meeting on July 20, 2023.
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C. Racism is a Health Crisis – Racism is a Health Crisis task force request will be

brought back to Council at the work session. The HRC is requesting that the City

Manager releases to the commission the answers provided to the family of Khalil

Azad.

D. Crime Free Housing – Chair Lee did more edits on the Excel spread sheet data to

protect personal information (addresses). Chair Lee will also study data and current

code nuisance violations.

E. Report from Vice Chair Hansen about resources for filing a police complaint – Vice

Chair Hansen will send his notes to be forwarded to the commissioners.

F. Report from Vice Chair Hansen on Robbinsdale’s energy future – beginning in July

the group will be getting a proposal from Xcel Energy to review before it goes to

Council for approval.

G. Public Initiated Topics – none.

H. DEI in the City of Robbinsdale – Staff Dengnoue shared that the Council will have

their DEI goal session with the consultant on July 18, 2023. This meeting is open to

the public.

I. Khalil Azad – Commissioner Sedqi mentioned that there is a “Go Fund Me” to help

raise $5,000 for an attorney. Michelle Gross is working with the family. She also

offered to come and speak at an HRC meeting. Sedqi will try to schedule a meeting

with Michelle Gross.

NEW BUSINESS: 

None.  

COMMISSIONER REPORTS/UPDATES:  

Sedqi shared that Minneapolis Council meeting will be streamed live on Wednesday (City 

website and YouTube) introducing a new honorary resolution, ‘Honoring Drag Performance and 

Drag Culture as a Form of Free Speech’. She is still working on renter project. 

August is Black Business month. 

Nailon mentioned that there is a health care software related to Racism as a Health Crisis to help 

those who never had health insurance. 

Beahen thanked Commissioners Fox and Hansen for sharing their experience on pride events.  

She will follow up with Keith. 

Hansen – Birdtown pride last weekend. He will help at the Hennepin County booth. There was 

discussion about organizing a larger Robbinsdale Pride outside of Pride Month to not compete 

with surrounding community events. 

Commissioners Sedqi, Beahen, Fox, Hansen, and Nailon will attend the Whiz Bang Days parade. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

None.  
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ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m. 

______________________________ 

Recorded by, Charnelle Dengnoue 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 
DATE:  August 15, 2023   
RE: Approval of Licenses 

Background: 
As required by City Code, contractor and business licenses issued in the City of 
Robbinsdale must be approved by the City Council. Attached is a list of applicants 
requesting a license or license renewal to operate within the City. All appropriate fees 
have been paid and certificates of insurance and bonds, if required, have been filed with 
the City Clerk.  

Recommendation: 
By motion, approve issuance of licenses dated 8/15/23. 

Tim Sandvik, City Manager 
CONCURRENCE: 

____________________________________ 
Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk 
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To: Mayor and City Council 

From: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

Date: August 15, 2023 

Subject: UNCF Walk for Education 

Background 

Laverne McCartney Knighton and Chaz Sandifer submitted an application to host a 5k walk to 

raise funds for UNCF (United Negro College Fund) on Saturday, September 23, 2023, 9:00 a.m. 

Lakeview Terrace Park would be the beginning and the end of the route. The proposed route is 

shown on the attached map. The use of the park is being requested beginning at 7:30 a.m. until 

noon. Anticipated attendance is 200 people. Note that this is the last day of the Farmer’s Market. 

Analysis/Conclusion 

From the application: 

5K route 

The 5k will start near the southeast parking lot of Lakeview Terrace Park, near the playground 

and walking path.  Participants will follow the walking path on the west and north side of Crystal 

Lake, until the path ends at Shoreline Drive.  The race will continue through the cross walk 

across shoreline and will stay on the sidewalk.  The route will go left on 40th Ave N, staying on 

the sidewalk, until reaching the Victory Memorial Drive walking path.  The route will go right 

near York Ave and continue on the Victory Memorial walking path.  Participants will stay on 

this until 34th where they will turn right and cross York Ave N on to the sidewalk, towards 

Lakeland Dr Ave N.  The route will stay on Lakeland Dr Ave N until reaching 35th Ave.  

Participants will go through the cross walk and take a left on to the walking path/sidewalk that 

enters into Lakeview Terrace Park.  The route will stay on this path and follow it to the 

Lakeview Terrace Park pavilion, where the race ends.   

Will utilize volunteers and private security company as last year at the cross walk, the walking 

path and Shoreline Drive, at 40th Ave and York before getting on Victory Memorial walking 

path, at 34th and York, at Lakeland Dr Ave N and 35th Ave N, and at the entrance of the 

Lakeview Terrace Park southeast parking lot. 

The Police Chief and Public Works Director/City Engineer have reviewed the application and 

proposed route. Per the Police Chief, as in 2022, the City will not have the staffing nor police 

vehicles to handle this event.  

The Public Works Director/City Engineer approved the application subject to the group having 

proper route management as they did in 2022. They should also clean up the pavilion area at the 

conclusion of the event. 
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There will be no alcohol present. Food and entertainment provided as usual at the weekly 

Farmer’s Market. Banners and signs require a permit. The Lakeview Terrace Pavilion is 

tentatively reserved. The City Council can consider the park rental fee be waived, since the 

group is non-profit. 

Recommendation 

Consider the application for a 5k walk that was submitted by Laverne McCartney Knighton and 

Chaz Sandifer to be held on Saturday, September 23, 2023, 7:30 am to noon, beginning and 

ending at Lakeview Terrace Park with conditions noted by staff, in addition to waiving the park 

rental fee. 

______________________________ 

Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

CONCURRENCE: 

______________________________ 

Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk 

25



26



TO: Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Kayla Kirtz, Assistant to City Manager - Communications 
DATE:  August 15, 2023   
RE: Approval of Energy Action Plan 

Background: 
City staff, 16 Energy Action Team members, and 7 utility representatives and facilitators 
have contributed many hours of service over the last year to produce Robbinsdale’s 
Energy Action Plan. The content of this plan is derived from a series of planning 
workshops hosted by Xcel Energy’s Partners in Energy. The plan identifies four focus 
areas and a number of strategies to provide immediate opportunities to improve energy 
efficiency, save on energy costs, and decrease carbon emissions in the City of 
Robbinsdale. Ultimately, the Energy Action Team has constructed a goal of avoiding an 
additional 30% of energy-related greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 compared to 
business as usual. 

At the August 8, 2023 City Council Work Session, City staff and Partners in Energy 
facilitators presented the plan to the City Council. Edits of the plan discussed at the time 
of the meeting have been incorporated into the final document. The Council has been 
provided with an electronic copy of the final draft of the Robbinsdale Energy Action 
Plan. The Executive Summary is attached to this agenda packet. The final draft will be 
posted on the City website after approval of the plan. 

Recommendation:  
By motion, approve the Robbinsdale Energy Action Plan. 

Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

CONCURRENCE 

______________________ 
Kayla Kirtz, Assistant to City Manager - Communications 
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Our Energy Vision
Robbinsdale strives to be a leader in 
sustainable energy action. Through 
continued partnerships, the City and its 
community members set to improve upon 
existing efforts, including energy efficiency, 
energy affordability, and renewable energy. 
This plan aims to remove structural barriers 
to equitably serve all community members, 
improve quality of life for present and future 
generations, and make Robbinsdale resilient 
and adaptable to the changing climate.

Our Goals
Robbinsdale will avoid an additional 
30% of energy-related greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2030 compared to 
business as usual.

This will save 119,000 MMBtu community-
wide in energy savings and will save the 
community an estimated $1.3 million through 
energy efficiency projects by 2030.

ROBBINSDALE ENERGY ACTION PLAN

Energy Action Plan Impact

8,500 MTCO2e of 
avoided greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2030, which 
is equivalent to removing 
1,800 passenger vehicles 
from the road for a year.

Estimated savings 
of $1.3 million 
community-wide 
through participation 
in utility programs 
by 2030.

Equitably serving all 
residents, businesses, and 
institutions in sustainable 
energy action.

Making Robbinsdale 
resilient and 
adaptable to the 
changing climate.

The content of this plan is derived from a series of planning workshops hosted by 
Xcel Energy’s Partners in Energy. Thank you to the Robbinsdale Energy Action 
Team who contributed many hours of service to creating our vision, goals, and 
strategies for this plan.

GHG

Our Energy Action Plan, designed by Robbinsdale community members in collaboration with  
Xcel Energy’s Partners in Energy program, provides immediate opportunities to improve energy 
efficiency, save on energy costs, and decrease carbon emissions.

28



How We Are Going to Get There
The City of Robbinsdale and its partners, community 
members, and volunteers will take actions identified in 
this plan that will help us achieve our goal. We developed 
actionable strategies to reach all residents and businesses 
within four focus areas:

• Reducing Energy Burden

• Residential Energy Efficiency

• Business Energy Efficiency

• Renewable Energy

Actions
• Foster an environment for energy savings, renewable

energy, and economic growth to coexist and thrive.

• Collaborate with community groups, social service
organizations, and businesses to encourage
participation in energy programs and opportunities.

• Conduct outreach and education campaigns to
make energy efficiency the easy choice and remove
barriers to accessing renewable energy.

• Organize funding resources and incentives for the
community to participate in energy programs that
result in more comfortable and valuable homes
and buildings.

• Engage property owners, building managers, and
renters to increase energy efficiency and save money.

Get Involved
Visit robbinsdalemn.com to read more about the  
Energy Action Plan and find ways you can support the plan. 

To learn how you can help Robbinsdale achieve our energy 
goals, please contact Assistant to City Manager Kayla Kirtz  
at kkirtz@ci.robbinsdale.mn.us.
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Our Energy Vision
Robbinsdale strives to be a leader in 
sustainable energy action. Through 
continued partnerships, the City and its 
community members set to improve upon 
existing efforts, including energy efficiency, 
energy affordability, and renewable energy. 
This plan aims to remove structural barriers 
to equitably serve all community members, 
improve quality of life for present and future 
generations, and make Robbinsdale resilient 
and adaptable to the changing climate.

Our Goals
Robbinsdale will avoid an additional 
30% of energy-related greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2030 compared to 
business as usual.

This will save 119,000 MMBtu community-
wide in energy savings and will save the 
community an estimated $1.3 million through 
energy efficiency projects by 2030.

ROBBINSDALE ENERGY ACTION PLAN

Energy Action Plan Impact

8,500 MTCO2e of 
avoided greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2030, which 
is equivalent to removing 
1,800 passenger vehicles 
from the road for a year.

Estimated savings 
of $1.3 million 
community-wide 
through participation 
in utility programs 
by 2030.

Equitably serving all 
residents, businesses, and 
institutions in sustainable 
energy action.

Making Robbinsdale 
resilient and 
adaptable to the 
changing climate.

The content of this plan is derived from a series of planning workshops hosted by 
Xcel Energy’s Partners in Energy. Thank you to the Robbinsdale Energy Action 
Team who contributed many hours of service to creating our vision, goals, and 
strategies for this plan.

GHG

Our Energy Action Plan, designed by Robbinsdale community members in collaboration with  
Xcel Energy’s Partners in Energy program, provides immediate opportunities to improve energy 
efficiency, save on energy costs, and decrease carbon emissions.
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How We Are Going to Get There
The City of Robbinsdale and its partners, community 
members, and volunteers will take actions identified in 
this plan that will help us achieve our goal. We developed 
actionable strategies to reach all residents and businesses 
within four focus areas:

• Reducing Energy Burden

• Residential Energy Efficiency

• Business Energy Efficiency

• Renewable Energy

Actions
• Foster an environment for energy savings, renewable

energy, and economic growth to coexist and thrive.

• Collaborate with community groups, social service
organizations, and businesses to encourage
participation in energy programs and opportunities.

• Conduct outreach and education campaigns to
make energy efficiency the easy choice and remove
barriers to accessing renewable energy.

• Organize funding resources and incentives for the
community to participate in energy programs that
result in more comfortable and valuable homes
and buildings.

• Engage property owners, building managers, and
renters to increase energy efficiency and save money.

Get Involved
Visit robbinsdalemn.com to read more about the  
Energy Action Plan and find ways you can support the plan. 

To learn how you can help Robbinsdale achieve our energy 
goals, please contact Assistant to City Manager Kayla Kirtz  
at kkirtz@ci.robbinsdale.mn.us.

31

http://robbinsdalemn.com


32

Consent Item F



33



34



35



36



37



38

Consent Item G



39



40



41



combinations or semi trailers) exceeding a gross vehicle weight of 9,000 pou.nds provided 
that: 

ill the lot is a minimum of SO feet wide; 
(2) the truck may not be parked within 15 feet of a street curb or surface, nor
within a street or alley right-of-way, except for temporary on-street parking in 
compliance with this code; 
(3) trucks longer than 22 feet may not be parked in a front yard;
(4) trucks higher than six feet may not be parked within three feet of a side or rear lot
line or in a required side yard except corner side yards; 
(5) a truck over 22 feet long that is parked in a corner side yard must be parked
perpendicular to the side lot line or screened by a six foot high fence or hedge or other
landscaping acceptable to the city;
(6) the total area devoted to truck storage shall not exceed 300 square feet on 
any lot;
(7) trucks cannot occupy or block required off-street parking spaces or impede
emergency access to properties, and 
(8) compliance with all other requirements of Sections 510.17 and 510.25.

2) That the following summary clearly informs the public of the intent and effect of the

ordinance and is approved for publication:

a. The RV definition has been expanded to include "boats" for clarity.

b. The Accessory Structure standards have been expanded to allow for home

occupations with stated limitations.

c. The off-street parking standards have been changed to allow the parking of

commercial vehicles weighing over 9,000 lbs gross vehicle weight by a

conditional use permit.

d. The Home occupation standards have been expanded with additional

language for clarity and can be conducted in accessory structures with

limitations.

First Reading: YEAS: Murphy, Webb, Parisian, Wagner, Mayor Blonigan 
None NAYS: 

Second Reading: YEAS: 
NAYS: 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL THIS 15TH DAY OF AUGUST,
2023. 

ATTEST: 

Chase Peterson-Etem. City Clerk 
(SEAL) 

Aaron Wagner, Mayor Pro Tem 
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The question was on adoption of the resolution and upon a vote being taken thereon, the 
following voted in favor thereof: 

And the following voted against the same: 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL THIS 15TH DAY OF AUGUST 

2023. 

ATTEST: 

Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk 
(Seal) 

Aaron Wagner, Mayor Pro Tem 
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Introduction of the 2023-2024  
Robbinsdale Ambassadors 

Miss Robbinsdale – Favour Ikechukwu 
Robbinsdale Princess – Brianna Gallup 

Robbinsdale Princess – Ava Olson 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

DATE:  August 15, 2023 

RE: Wheels of Italy Event 

Background 

Daniel Schaefer and Phill Slavik submitted a block party/event application for an event, “Wheels 

of Italy.” They have requested permission to block West Broadway from the Walgreens Rx pick-

up driveway to 42nd Avenue, 41 ½ Avenue from West Broadway to Hubbard, and the driveway 

between Ace Hardware and Marna’s on Sunday, September 24, 2023 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

Per the organizer, “Wheels of Italy” is an event to highlight the Italian culture and vehicle 

designs, and have been holding their event over the past 18 years at Bde Maka Ska and in 

Downtown St Paul with great success. They would have vintage and new Italian vehicles on 

display and some pop-ups for some of their sponsors (5-8) to help with the costs. One hundred 

plus cars and motorcycles will come and go throughout the day at various times. Approximately 

65% stay the duration of the event.  

It is a family event, and free of charge to the participants and the public. Approximately 2,000 

attendees are expected throughout the day and many ride together. The organizer notes that 

parking in the Bde Maka Ska area is not sufficient, but that didn’t deter attendees, so he doesn’t 

foresee issues in Robbinsdale with public parking lots and street parking available. 

The organizers plan to contact (in person, call and/or email) all affected businesses and their 

possible interest in participating, and to notify them of the event.  

The Police Chief would require the presence of Police Officers or Reserves, depending on 

availability. The organizers would be required to pay the over-time rate of $90 per hour per 

officer for 4 hours per Officer, if Officers are used. 

The Public Works Director/City Engineer notes that this is a State Aid street, but the requested 

closure conforms to City Council adopted policy, if this event qualifies as a community event. 

Staff would require the group to contact Metro Transit and North Memorial ambulance services. 

The Fire Department would also stress emergency vehicle access must be maintained at all times. 

The organizer said that there would be volunteers at both ends of West Broadway to let show 

participants in and out, so would be at the posts to assure emergency vehicle access. 

A detailed map of closures is included. References were provided also. 
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Recommendation 

Discuss submitted block party/event application for an event, “Wheels of Italy,” requesting

permission to block West Broadway from the Walgreens Rx pick-up driveway to 42nd Avenue, 

41 ½ Avenue from West Broadway to Hubbard, and the driveway between Ace Hardware and 

Marna’s on Sunday, September 24, 2023 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and direct staff 

accordingly. 

___________________________ 

Tim Sandvik, City Manager 

CONCURRENCE: 

__________________________ 

Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk 

48



TO: Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 
DATE:  August 15, 2023   
RE: Voucher Requests Pending Approval for Disbursement 

Background: 
The check register dated 8/15/23 reflects the voucher requests pending approval for 
disbursement. 

The check register date 8/1/23 through 8/15/23 is a list of vouchers requiring payment for 
city funds, Deputy Registrar, liquor, and miscellaneous purchases. The payments are 
required prior to the next Council meeting. 

Recommendation: 
By motion, approve disbursement requests for period ending 8/15/23. 

Tim Sandvik, City Manager 
CONCURRENCE: 

____________________________________ 
Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Tim Sandvik, City Manager 
DATE:  August 15, 2023   
RE: Schedule a Special Work Session for September 5, 2023 

Background: 
At the July 31, 2023 Special Work Session, Council began discussing the 2024 
preliminary budget. It was the consensus of the Council to direct staff to schedule another 
Special Works Session for September 5, 2023 and Council is being asked to formally 
schedule that Session for 5 p.m. 

Recommendation: 
Motion to schedule a Special Work Session to continue discussing the 2024 budget on 
Tuesday, August 15, 2023 at 5 p.m. 

Tim Sandvik, City Manager 
CONCURRENCE: 

____________________________________ 
Chase Peterson-Etem, City Clerk 
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