
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
June 1, 2021 

ON LINE MEETING VIA WEBEX 
7:00 p.m. 

 A G E N D A 
  
 

 CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 
 

THE PUBLIC MAY PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING BY EMAILING 
dleslie@CI.ROBBINSDALE.MN.US OR CALLING Dustin Leslie, City Clerk, 
AHEAD OF TIME (no later than 4pm on the date of the meeting) AT 763-531-
1253. THE PUBLIC WILL BE ABLE TO LISTEN BY CALLING +1-312-535-8110 
AND ENTERING ACCESS CODE 177 663 0426. IF PROMPTED, HIT #.  
TO WATCH THIS MEETING ONLINE, GO TO https://ccxmedia.org/ccx-
cities/robbinsdale.   
 
The City Council is meeting as a legislative body to conduct the business of the City according to 
the RULES OF PROCEDURE AND DECORUM OF THE CITY COUNCIL.  Unless so ordered by 
the Mayor, citizen participation is limited to the following times and always within the prescribed 
rules of conduct for public input at meetings. 
 
A)  PUBLIC HEARINGS:  Public hearings are conducted so that the public affected by a proposal 

may have input into the decision.  During hearings, all affected residents will be given an 
opportunity to speak pursuant to the RULES OF PROCEDURE AND DECORUM OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL.   

 
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL ON MATTERS NOT 
ON THE AGENDA  If you would like to address the City Council on an item not on the 
agenda, please call in advance as noted above.  

 
Any member of the public may speak at this time on any item NOT on the agenda.  In 
consideration for the public attending the meeting for specific items on the agenda, this 
portion of the meeting will be limited to fifteen (15) minutes.  Individuals are requested to 
limit their comments to four (4) minutes or less.  If the majority of the Council determines 
that additional time on a specific issue is warranted, then discussion on that issue shall be 
continued under Other Business at the end of the agenda.  Before addressing the City 
Council, members of the public are asked to step up to the microphone, give their name, 
address and state the subject to be discussed.  All remarks shall be addressed to the 
Council as a whole and not to any member thereof.  No person other than members of the 
Council and the person having the floor shall be permitted to enter into any discussion 
without permission of the presiding officer. 

 
Your participation, as prescribed by the Council's RULES, is welcomed and your 
cooperation is greatly appreciated. 

  
1. CITY COUNCIL MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
 
2. ROLL CALL:  Selman, Backen, Kline, Webb, Mayor Blonigan 

 
3. MICROPHONE CHECK: Selman, Backen, Kline, Webb, Mayor Blonigan 
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4. OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL

ON MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA

5. APPROVAL OF THE JUNE 1, 2021, MEETING AGENDA

6. CONSENT AGENDA:  Pursuant to Council rules, one motion, non-
debatable, will approve the recommendation noted.  Any member of the
Council may ask for an item to be taken from the Consent Agenda for
discussion and separate action.  Such items removed from the Consent
Agenda shall be considered immediately following approval of the balance
of the Consent Agenda:

A. Motion to approve and order placed on file minutes of the City Council
meeting:

1. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes on 5/18/2021

B. Motion to receive advisory commission minutes:
• Planning Commission Minutes on 4/15/21
• Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Commission Minutes on

3/23/21 (Did not meet in April)
• Human Rights Commission Minutes on 4/29/21

C. Motion to approve issuance of licenses dated 6/1/2021.

D. Motion to acknowledge the Robbinsdale Wine & Spirits’ financial
reports for the month of April 2021.

E. Motion to acknowledge the Deputy Registrar’s financial reports for the
month of April 2021.

F. Motion to approve the Robbin Gallery Community Art event on
Saturday, July 10, 2021 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

G. Motion to waive the reading and order the adoption of the Resolution
#__ AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO ENTER
INTO AMENDMENT NO. 2 TO THE SITE LEASE AGREEMENT WITH
T-MOBILE CENTRAL LLC AT 4133 HUBBARD AVE (shown in Exhibit
1).

H. Adopt the Resolution #__ shown in Exhibit 1 updating the Electronic
Funds Transfer Policy and Procedures.

I. Motion to hold the SECOND READING of the Ordinance shown in
Exhibit 1 REPEALING CITY CODE SECTION 400.01, Subd. 4.

J. Motion to waive the reading and approve the resolution shown in
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Exhibit 3 APPROVING VARIANCE REQUEST V21-4 TO ALLOW A 
REDUCTION OF THE REQUIRED STREET-SIDE YARD SETBACK 
FROM 15 FEET TO 9 FEET FOR 4028 FRANCE AVENUE NORTH. 

K. Motion to authorize the Mayor and City Manager to execute the co-
operative agreement with the DNR for the provision of concrete planks
at the Lakeview Terrace Park Boat Ramp (Crystal Lake), subject to the
receipt of comments from the City Attorney and resolution of any issues
identified.

7. PRESENTATIONS
*There are no presentations scheduled.

8. PUBLIC HEARING
A. Public Comment on Lake Regulations

1. Open the floor for public feedback. No action is requested at this time.

9. OLD BUSINESS:
*There is no Old Business scheduled.

10. NEW BUSINESS
A. City Charter Amendment 40 Results from Charter Language Audit

1. Hold the first reading of the ordinance amending City Charter
Amendment 40 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ROBBINSDALE
CITY CHARTER CHAPTER SECTIONS 3.06, 5.17, 12.03, AND 12.04
FOR CONTEMPORARY AND INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE.”

2. Direct the City Clerk to publish a public hearing notice on June 17 and
schedule the public hearing on the proposed amendment for July 6.

B. Lakeview Terrace Park North Field Name Change
1. Motion to approve the renaming of Lakeview Terrace Park North Field

to Robb Malone Field.

C. Beyond the Yellow Ribbon – Quad Communities- Request to waive park
rental fees for Military Family Root Beer Float Night August 12, 2021
1. Consider approval of waiving $150 rental fee for the LVT Pavilion by

the Beyond the Yellow Ribbon-Quad Communities for a Military Family
Root Beer Night on Thursday August 12, 2021 from 7:00-8:30pm. The
event is to be held at the Lakeview Terrace Park Pavilion and
surrounding grass area, with the following conditions:

a. That any event-generated refuse must be cleaned up at the end
of the event (placing in city-provided trash barrels);
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b. That any Minnesota Executive Orders issued by the Governor’s
office that may be in place on the day of the event must be
followed;

D. Enterprise Fleet Management Program
1. Discuss the public works vehicle color of red vs. white.
2. Motion to authorize the Mayor and City Manager to enter into an

agreement to engage Enterprise to provide fleet management services
for the City of Robbinsdale.

E. Mayor’s Official Statement for Return to In-Person Meetings; Resolution
Ending Local Emergency Period
1. Motion to waive the reading and order the adoption of Resolution #__

“A RESOLUTION ENDING THE LOCAL EMERGENCY.”

11. OTHER BUSINESS

A. Motion to approve disbursement requests for period ending
6/1/2021.

12. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

13. COUNCIL GENERAL COMMUNICATIONS

14. ADJOURNMENT

______________________________ 
Marcia Glick, City Manager 

ITEMS PENDING OR UNDER STUDY FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

ITEM DEPARTMENT 
RESPONSIBILITY 

ANTICIPATED 
AGENDA DATE 

Public Hearing Charter Amendment 39 

Public Hearing-TIF #15 and modified 
Redevelopment District #13 

Performance Measure Survey 

Audit Presentation 

Admin 

Admin 

Admin 

Finance 

6/15/21 

6/15/21 

6/15/21 

6/15/21 

64-67

68-70
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MEMORANDUM

To: Mayor and Council Members 

From: Marcia Glick, City Manager 

Date: June 1, 2021 

Re: T-Mobile Cellular Lease Extension Hubbard Water Tower

Background 
T-Mobile Central LLC has approached the City about extending its existing site lease agreement
for cellular antenna equipment on the Hubbard Avenue water tower for its cellular coverage
within the area.

Analysis/Conclusion 
The extension request is to extend for one five-year extension term commencing January 1, 2021 
to be automatically extended for three additional 5-year terms with a six-month cancellation 
clause prior to the next renewal term. The extension terms are; $39,365.20 annually for the first 
year, with an annual 5% adjustment. 

The lease agreement clearly states the procedures for the landlord and tenant when the new water 
tower is constructed.  

Terms of the extension were reviewed with the city attorney’s office.  Comments received were 
that the rent amount is very good.  

Recommendation 
By motion, waive the reading and order the adoption of the resolution AUTHORIZING THE 
MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AMENDMENT NO. 2 TO THE SITE 
LEASE AGREEMENT WITH T-MOBILE CENTRAL LLC AT 4133 HUBBARD AVE. 
(shown as Exhibit 1). 

________________________ 
 Marcia Glick, City Manager 

Concurrence: 

_____________________________ 
Jeff Zuba, Finance Director  
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Member ________________ moved and Member _________________ seconded a motion that 
the following resolution be read and adopted this 1st day of June 2021. 

RESOLUTION NO. 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO 
AMENDMENT NO 2 TO THE SITE LEASE AGREEMENT WITH       

T-MOBILE CENTRAL LLC AT 4133 HUBBARD AVE.
WHEREAS, T-MOBILE CENTRAL LLC has approached the City with a proposal to 

extend its existing site lease agreement for cellular antenna equipment on the Hubbard Avenue 
water tower for its cellular coverage within the area; and  

WHEREAS, T-Mobile Central LLC has an existing site lease agreement; and 

WHEREAS, The City Council finds terms of the extension proposal to be reasonable; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ROBBINSDALE, MINNESOTA THAT: the Mayor and City Manager are hereby authorized to 
enter into amendment No. 2 to the site lease agreement with T-Mobile Central LLC at 4133 
Hubbard Ave.  

The question was on the adoption of the resolution and upon a vote being taken thereon, the 
following voted in favor thereof: 

and the following voted against the same: 

WHEREUPON SAID RESOLUTION WAS DECLARED DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED 
THIS 1st DAY OF JUNE 2021. 

_______________________________ 
William A. Blonigan, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

_________________________________ 
Dustin Leslie, City Clerk  
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From: Dustin Leslie
To: Dustin Leslie
Subject: FW: lake regulations
Date: Tuesday, May 11, 2021 8:24:23 AM

I support NO CHANGES in current lake regulations.

We will be affected by the additional noise, on top of the
highway 100 noise, Lake Drive/France speedway, and train horns.

Please feel free to stop by for an evening of "sound checks" if you doubt this.

4516 Grimes Ave N

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Colleen

Public Comment 1
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May 26, 2021 

Robbinsdale City Clerk 
4100 Lakeview Ave N 
Robbinsdale, MN 55422 

Regarding: Potential Change in No Wake Regulations for Lower Twin Lake 

We support the change of the current regulations to fully No Wake at all times. Currently there is “no 

wake” only between noon and 6 PM each day and when the water level is high. Having a variable 

regulation is confusing to lake users. The City and Hennepin County Sherriff have both said enforcement 

of current regulations is nearly impossible because water level can change daily. It is also difficult to 

enforce the noon – 6 rule or monitor watercraft getting too close to shore because Hennepin County has 

too many other lakes to monitor. Experience with calling in to enforce the current regulations bears this 

out. 

In 2015 the Lower Twin Lake Association (LTLA) did an informal survey of shoreline homeowners that 

resulted in about a 50/50 split (17 responders) for and against all no wake. 

After several years of higher water levels and the news that a new apartment building would have boat 

slips, the LTLA conducted another survey (2019), 77%  (of 17 responders) preferred all no wake  

As a shoreline homeowner, we support all no wake for the following reasons: 

• We sympathize with our neighbors who want to tube with their kids and guests in front of their

homes. We would too.  We recognize that a major lure for renters in the new apartments would

be access to the lake for boating, etc. Relaxing in the evening on a jet ski sounds great. However,

the south bay of Lower Twin Lake is too small and narrow to safely allow for this and to protect

the vulnerable shoreline. The erosion from the wave action is constant. Years ago we installed a

boulder retaining wall to try and dampen the wave action but we still experience significant

erosion each season.

• Additionally, current regulation requires motorized boats to stay a minimum of 150 feet from

shore. Motorized boats moving at a speed fast enough to create a wake have a difficult time

maintaining the 150 foot distance while still creating a safe turning radius.

• Lastly, we love how much use the south bay now gets with kayaks, canoes, fisherman (in boats

and off the docks and shoreline), and paddle boards. The south bay is a perfect and much safer

spot for non-motorized craft. We believe its more appropriate for motorized boats to move to

Middle and Upper Twin where there is far more room to maneuver, go faster, pull skiers and not

cause harm to the shoreline.

Jay and Tracy Boyle 
4519 Robin Circle 
Robbinsdale, MN 55422 

Public Comment 2
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 June 1, 2021 

Mayor Blonigan, Members of the Robbinsdale City Council, 

My name is Arun Shirole’. My wife, Shaila and I have owned our home at 4527 Robin 

Circle on Lower Twin Lake (LTL) for the past 40 years. As such, we have a strong vested 

interest in the well-being of Lower Twin Lake and the City of Robbinsdale. 

I have been registered as a Professional Engineer (Civil) in the State of Minnesota for the 

past 50 years and have served as the New York State’s Deputy Chief Engineer. I have 

chaired Expert Panels overseeing “erosion/scour research” for the US National Academy 

of Sciences (NAS/TRB).  

In my opinion, making “Lower Twin Lake 24/7 NO WAKE recreational lake” will not only 

be a “prudent” decision for the City Council to make, but not doing so will expose the 

City to potential costly lawsuits related to issues of public safety and damage to 

property of Lower Twin Lake Home Owners. It is a risk the City will be well advised not 

to take. 

Issue of Public Safety: 

Over the past few years, the number of speed boats and personal water crafts (PWCs) 

using the Lower Twin Lake has increased significantly. So has the number of canoes and 

kayaks (as many as 10 on the LTL at a time) and also the number of fishing boats (thanks 

to our periodic fish stocking)! The upcoming 128 unit apartment complex at 4600 Lake 

Road with its multi-boat docking facility will most certainly add to this increasing boat 

traffic on the Lower Twin Lake. 

Speedboats and personal watercrafts (PWCs) generate wave energy that causes wakes 4 
to 5 feet in height, with half of the wake above the waterline and half below the 
waterline. They have a thrust that can go down 16+ feet toward the lake bottom, 
causing major disruptions below the water.    (Ref. www.safewakes.com) 

The speedboaters and personal watercraft on the Lower Twin Lake do not obey 
regulations that are currently in place. Further, violators do not face any consequences, 
because of administrative difficulties in enforcing these regulations. Lower Twin Lake is 

Public Comment 3

http://www.safewakes.com/


about 700 ft. wide and cannot safely sustain speedboats maintaining 150 ft. distance 
from lakeshore, swimming area or from any obstruction such as a dock. Neither can it 
safely sustain personal watercrafts keeping 300 ft. distance from lakeshore, swimming 
area or from any obstruction such as a dock. If we add to this, pontoons (we currently 
have about 10 LTL Home Owners who have one) or other slow moving fishing boats, the 
City is waiting for a potentially fatal accident to happen. Taking such a risk, I respectfully 
submit, is not in the best interests of City’s tax-payers. 

Issue of Damage to Lake Homeowner Property 

When we built our house on Lower Twin Lake, we used to have about 16 ft. of sandy 
lakeshore. Not any-more!  For past many years the Lake level has been consistently 
high, 852’ plus or minus a foot or so. These water levels have already undercut our two-
tier retaining wall, which now leans toward the lake. 

We are not alone in this predicament, either. Some of the other Lower Twin Lake Home 
Owners have been facing similar problems. Unlike potential boating accidents, such 
problems are not obvious in short term, but cause havoc in the long term. Please let me 
to explain the slow shoreline erosion using the following graphic. 

Below the water table shown in dotted line, the ground is fully saturated i.e. all voids in 

the soil are filled with water. You may also note that the water table rises higher on land 



than the lake level. Above this level soil is unsaturated i.e. there is air in the voids 

between soil/gravel/rock particles.  

What all this means is that the wave energy generated by waves pushes the lake water 
into the lakeshore, thereby surcharges the ground water, loosens the soil mass and 
makes it wash into the lake. This action undercuts any retaining structure, retaining 
walls, stone riprap and all, with drastically adverse impact on the lakeshore stability. The 
erosion caused instability increases every time waves hit the shoreline i.e. it is 
cumulative and inevitably results in failure of shoreline retaining structures, while 
continuing to further erode the shoreline. 

As mentioned earlier, speedboats and personal watercrafts (PWCs) generate wave 
energy that causes wakes 4 to 5 feet in height, with half of the wake above the 
waterline and half below the waterline. They have a thrust that can go down 16+ feet 
toward the lake bottom, causing major disruptions below the water. It is therefore, I 
respectfully submit that making “Lower Twin Lake 24/7 NO WAKE recreational lake” is 
the only “prudent” decision for the City Council.  

Please note that I have attached, for your information, a highlighted copy of "Own 
Your Wake" document from Lake Minnetonka website. 

Sincerely, 

Arun Shirole’, PE, FIE 

4527 Robin Circle      

Robbinsdale, MN 55422 



OWN YOUR WAKE 

For Everyone’s Sake 

Wake Awareness 

Wakes present dangers to lake users and can damage property. Therefore, it is 
especially important that boaters are aware of their wake and how it impacts shorelines, 
property, and other people. We are joining the MN DNR’s efforts to bring statewide 
awareness to and reduce the potential negative impacts of wakes. The following 
information will help you Own Your Wake and be a responsible boater. Have a safe and 
fun lake experience. 

The Law & Regulations 

Damages 

Under Minnesota law, the damage your wake causes is treated the same as damage 
caused by an actual collision. You may also be held accountable for injuries due to your 
wake. 

Slow/No Wake Zones: On Lake Minnetonka, the following Slow/No Wake Zones 
are established at all times: 

 150 feet from shore, a dock structure (except towed from), bathing area,
swimmer, scuba diver’s flag, anchored watercraft, or other structure

 300 feet for a Personal Watercraft (PWC) from shore, a dock structure
(except towed from), bathing area, swimmer, scuba diver’s flag, anchored
watercraft, or other structure

 For boats that create large wakes, more distance may be needed. If your
wake hits the shoreline, structure, or another watercraft, go farther away or
reduce your wake.

 All Channels
 Certain Bays: Carsons, Emerald, Libbs Lake, St. Louis, and Grays (4 p.m.

Friday through 11:59 p.m. Sunday and all holidays)

See Link:  

https://lmcd.org/own-your-wake/ 
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Public Comment from Mayor Bill Blonigan – 4300 Twin Oak Lane, Robbinsdale 

I Don't have Dustin's phone number for texting. Maybe you could send these pictures to him. These 
were Memorial Day pictures of the activity at the boat landing. The council should see electronic copies 
of these for tonight's meeting. 
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From: Teri Blonigan
To: Tyler Kline; William A. Blonigan; George B. Selman; Pat Backen; Sheila Webb; Dustin Leslie
Subject: South Twin Lake boating regulations
Date: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 5:01:58 PM

 

EXTERNAL EMAIL ALERT: This message originated from outside the City of Robbinsdale
email system. Unless you recognize the sender and know the content, DO NOT click links or
open attachments.

Dear City Council:

I prefer that the boating regulations on South Twin Lake either be changed to No Wake
24/7 or be left the way they are with the addition of long-overdue, improved signage.

The small area of this part of the lake makes it unsafe for swimmers, rafters, kayakers, canoers
and others to share with powerboats and jet skis, unless they operate at no wake speed. I have
seen many dangerous close encounters, and while most JetSki and boat operators are polite,
the dangerous ones will inevitably cause a bad, dangerous problem.

The signage that is provided at the boat landing, is not prominent enough, or clear enough, to
change behavior adequately. A prominent and simple sign that says "No Wake on South Twin
Lake At Any Time" would be far more likely to inform and be obeyed.

For years we have requested signage on the entrance from Middle Twin Lake to South Twin
Lake, informing boaters of regulations on South Twin Lake. For some reason this has not been
done. This is important because the lakes have different rules for boaters, which are only
posted at the Three Rivers Boat Launch.

Also, no matter what the city decides, the city must treat their law like other laws and
not decline to enforce the law by saying "boat patrol will do it."

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Teri Blonigan, Ward 1
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June 1, 2021
Mayor, council, fellow lake residents and lake users,
I am not here to make enemies but to express my ongoing concerns for lake safety, lake quality,
shoreline protection, and everyones ability to enjoy the lake in a common sense manner.
Lower Twin lake is a very small lake, the smallest of the 3 lakes in the chain. Much of it is very
narrow.
For the 22 years we have lived on the lake the restrictions have been no wake until 6:00 pm. No
wake means motoring under 5 mph, not no motors.  Many lakes and  rivers have no wake
zones for the safety of people and protection of shorelines. This is not uncommon, it is common
sense.
Larger lakes have water patrols to enforce this. Lower Twin lake does not. Violators either have
no idea of the rules or know they will not get caught. Besides the no wake issue they also
regularly violate the 150’ from shore and other distance restrictions.  Some are beyond reckless
only thinking of “their” fun with no regard to others safety or peaceful enjoyment using  kayaks,
paddleboards, fishing from kayaks and fishing in general with the newly stocked fish. The lake
has become popular and vibrant with people enjoying the peace of a small lake. There are times
it is quite crowded now with non-motorized boats which is great to see.

Jet skis in particular have a very loud distinct sound, much like a 2-cycle engine or a chain saw.
Slower jet skis can reach 40 mph and fastest 65-70 mph. With the speed involved and the tricks
they like to do, spinning in a circle to create big wakes to jump and dive, it is like a chainsaw
running constantly.  Nothing relaxing about that for those on the lake, on our decks or even in
the house when they are spinning circles directly in front of your shore. There is a reason why
the “city” lakes do not allow motors. And those have a road inbetween!
Jet skis make up 9% of registered marine vehicles in the US, but account for 26% of reported
accidents.
Also fast ones can go 0-60 in 3.8 seconds. Residential roads have a 30 mph speed limit for a
reason. I now see some neighborhoods in S. Mpls with 20 mph limits. Safety is the reason.
The proposed new apt building is planning on offering slips to residents. The last I heard they
had not decided on the quantity. This will definitely add many more motorized vehicles to the
lake,, most likely jet skis as the residents will probably be younger. The lake is becoming more
popular with rental kayaks and paddle boards and with more people taking up those hobbies in
the past few years. Safety is a big factor now and with the increase of more vehicles with motors
it will only get worse.
Those not directly affected do not understand the gravity of these issues.

I, like others, would like to see Lower Twin Lake become a 24/7 no wake lake, and
promote it as a safe, family friendly lake to learn a new hobby, relax, and enjoy nature.

Michele Mahmood
4268 Twin Oak Lane

*******Mayor/Council



If this does not pass the city should be responsible for installingand maintaining buoys at 150’
from shore around the lake.
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