
 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
May 17, 2022 

4100 Lakeview Avenue North 
Robbinsdale, Minnesota 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 A G E N D A 
  
 
 CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 
 
The City Council is meeting as a legislative body to conduct the business of the City according to the 
RULES OF PROCEDURE AND DECORUM OF THE CITY COUNCIL.  Unless so ordered by the Mayor, citizen 
participation is limited to the following times and always within the prescribed rules of conduct for public input at 
meetings. 
 
A)  PUBLIC HEARINGS:  Public hearings are conducted so that the public affected by a proposal may have input 

into the decision.  During hearings, all affected residents will be given an opportunity to speak pursuant to the 
RULES OF PROCEDURE AND DECORUM OF THE CITY COUNCIL. 

 
B)  OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL ON MATTERS NOT ON THE 

AGENDA   
 

Any member of the public may speak at this time on any item NOT on the agenda.  In consideration for the 
public attending the meeting for specific items on the agenda, this portion of the meeting will be limited to 
fifteen (15) minutes.  Individuals are requested to limit their comments to four (4) minutes or less.  If the 
majority of the Council determines that additional time on a specific issue is warranted, then discussion on 
that issue shall be continued under Other Business at the end of the agenda.  Before addressing the City 
Council, members of the public are asked to step up to the microphone, give their name, address and state 
the subject to be discussed.  All remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a whole and not to any member 
thereof.  No person other than members of the Council and the person having the floor shall be permitted to 
enter into any discussion without permission of the presiding officer. 

 
Your participation, as prescribed by the Council's RULES, is welcomed and your cooperation is greatly 
appreciated. 

  
 
1. CITY COUNCIL MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
 
2. ROLL CALL:  Webb, Selman, Backen, Kline, Mayor Blonigan 

 
3. MICROPHONE CHECK:  Kline, Webb, Selman, Backen, Mayor Blonigan 

 
4. OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL ON 

MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
 

5. APPROVAL OF THE MAY 17, 2022 MEETING AGENDA

 



CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
May 17, 2022 
Page 2 
6. CONSENT AGENDA:  Pursuant to Council rules, one motion, non-debatable, 

will approve the recommendation noted.  Any member of the Council may ask for 
an item to be taken from the Consent Agenda for discussion and separate action.  
Such items removed from the Consent Agenda shall be considered immediately 
following approval of the balance of the Consent Agenda:  
 
A. Motion to approve and order placed on file minutes of the City Council 

meeting: 
• City Council Meeting minutes on 5/3/22 
• Regular City Council Work Session minutes on 5/10/22 

 
B. Motion to receive advisory commission minutes:  

• Senior Commission minutes on April 4, 2022 
 

C. Motion to approve issuance of licenses dated 5/17/22.                            
 

D. Motion to appoint Jonathan Healy to the HRC for a term to commence 
May 26, 2022. 
 

E. Motion to authorize the Mayor and City Manager to execute the license 
for the use of 4364 Grimes 
 

F. Motion to appoint Mike Opat to replace Kevin Croston as 
Robbinsdale’s Business Advisory Commission Member for METRO 
Blue Line Extension. 
 

G. Motion to waive the reading and order the adoption of Resolution #__ 
“A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE HENNEPIN COUNTY 
YOUTH SPORTS PROGRAM GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$22,500.” 
 

H. Motion to waive the reading and order the adoption of Resolution #__ 
“A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE METROPOLITAN COUNCIL 
WATER EFFICIENCY GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $6,080” and 
to authorize the City manager to sign the document upon receipt. 
 

I. Motion to waive the reading and order the adoption of Resolution #___ 
“RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A LIMITED USE PERMIT  
WITH THE STATE OF MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION FOR A NON-MOTORIZED RECREATIONAL 
TRAIL IN THE RIGHT-OF-WAY OF TRUNK HIGHWAY 100 AT 
4600 LAKE ROAD.” 

 
J. Motion to approve request for Robbinsdale Whiz Bang Days activities 

and location from Thursday July 7-10, 2022 
 

 
 
 
       1-9 
 
 
       10 
 
       11-12 
 
       13-16 
 
 
       17-18 
 
 
       19 
       
 
 
      20-21      
      Res. 21 
 
 
 
      22-23 
      Res. 23 
 
 
 
      24-26 
      Res. 25 
 
 
 
 
 
      27-28 
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7. PRESENTATIONS 

There are no presentations scheduled.   
 
8. PUBLIC HEARING 

There are no public hearings scheduled.    
 
9. OLD BUSINESS 

There is no old business scheduled.   
 
10. NEW BUSINESS 

 
A. 4124 West Broadway “Nouvelle Brewing” Request for 

Outdoor Service and Off-site Parking 
 

Motion to waive the reading and order the adoption of 
Resolution #__APPROVING VARIANCE REQUEST V22-2 
TO ALLOW OUTDOOR SERVICE TO EXCEED 25% OF 
THE PRINCIPAL BUILDING AND DISPLACE REQUIRED 
PARKING AT 4124 WEST BROADWAY AND APPROVE 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REQUEST C22-3 FOR 
OUTDOOR SERVICE REQUIRING OFF-SITE PARKING 
TO BE LOCATED AT THE PARKING LOT BETWEEN 
THE ALLEY AND LAKELAND AVENUE NORTH 
OWNED BY PAWN AMERICA AT 4132 WEST 
BROADWAY 

 
B. Award Bid for Regent Avenue Reconstruction – City Project 

43922 
 

Motion to waive the reading and order the adoption of 
Resolution #___ A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BIDS AND 
AWARDING CONTRACT FOR RECONSTRUCTION 
PROJECT – REGENT AVENUE BETWEEN COUNTY 
ROAD 9 AND THE CUL-DE-SAC BY THE BNSF 
RAILROAD – CITY PROJECT 43922 
 

C. New 20-Year Gas Franchise Agreement with CenterPoint 
Energy 
1. Hold the 1st reading of Ordinance No. ____ - “An 

Ordinance Granting CenterPoint Energy Resources 
Corp., D/B/A CenterPoint Energy Minnesota Gas 
(“CenterPoint Energy”), Its Successors and Assigns, a 
Nonexclusive Franchise to Construct, Operate, Repair 
And Maintain Facilities and Equipment For the 
Transportation, Distribution, Manufacture and Sale Of 
Gas Energy For Public And Private Use; and To Use 

 
        29-49 
Res. 46-48 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        50-55 
Res. 54-55 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        56-67 
Ord. 63-67 
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The Public Ways And Grounds of  the City Of 
Robbinsdale, Minnesota, For Such Purpose; and, 
Prescribing Certain Terms And Conditions Thereof” 
and 

2. Direct the City Clerk to publish a public hearing notice 
calling for public input on the proposed gas franchise 
agreement at the June 21, 2022 City Council meeting. 

 
D. Resolution Responding to Modification Report – Metro Blue    

Line Extension                                                                                         
 
Motion to waive the reading and order the adoption of    
Resolution #___ A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING 
CONTINUING CONCERNS REGARDING THE 
PROPOSED METRO BLUE LINE EXTENSION NOT 
ADDRESSED IN THE ROUTE MODIFICATION REPORT 
 

E. Resolution to Censure Ward 1 Council Member 
 

Motion to waive the reading and order the adoption of 
Resolution #___ A RESOLUTION CENSURING THE 
WARD 1 COUNCIL MEMBER 

 
11. OTHER BUSINESS  

A. Motion to approve disbursement requests for period ending 5/17/2022.          
 
12. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

  
13. COUNCIL GENERAL COMMUNICATIONS 

  
14. ADJOURNMENT 
 

______________________________ 
 Marcia Glick, City Manager 

 
  

ITEMS PENDING OR UNDER STUDY FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
ITEM 

 
DEPARTMENT 
RESPONSIBILITY 

 
ANTICIPATED 
AGENDA DATE 

 
Consider Reduction of Speed Limit on 
Local streets to 25 MPH 
 
Annual Survey Presentation 

 
Administration 
 
 
Administration 

 
June 7 
 
 
June 21 
 

 

68-72 
Res. 69-72 

73-74 
Res. 74 

75 
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Cilv ol' Hohhinsdale 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Background: 

Mayor and City Council 

Marcia Glick, City Manager 

May 17, 2022 

Approval of Licenses 

MEMORANDUM 

As required by City Code, contractor and business licenses issued in the City of Robbinsdale 
must be approved by the City Council. Attached is a list of applicants requesting a license or 
license renewal to operate within the City. All appropriate fees have been paid and certificates of 
insurance and bonds, if required, have been filed with the City Clerk. 

Recommendation: 

By motion approve issuance oflicenses dated May 17, 2022. 

Marcia Glick, City Manager 

Dustin Leslie, City Clerk 
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Attachment 1 

Member _ _ ____ moved and Member--,------- seconded a motion that the 
following resolution be read and adopted this 17th day of May, 2022. 

RESOLUTION NO. 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE METROPOLITAN COUNCIL 
WATER EFFICIENCY GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $6,080 

WHEREAS, the City of Robbinsdale is generally authorized to accept grants 
and donations of real and personal property pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 
465.03 for the benefit of its citizens, and is specifically authorized to accept gifts and 
bequests for the benefit of recreational services pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 
471.17; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Robbinsdale has been awarded an Water Efficiency 
Grant in the amount of$6,080 for a water reduction program that encourages 
implementation of water demand reduction appliances; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that it is appropriate to accept the grant 
awarded and to authorize the City Manager to sign the necessary agreement 
document; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ROBBINSDALE MINNESOTA that the grant described above is accepted and 
shall be used for the benefit of its citizens as allowed by law. 

The question was on the adoption of the resolution and upon a vote being taken 
thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: 

and the following voted against the same: 

WHEREUPON SAID RESOLUTION WAS DECLARED DULY PASSED AND 
ADOPTED THIS 17TH DAY OF MAY, 2022.

ATTEST: William A. Blonigan, Mayor 

Dustin Leslie, City Clerk 
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TO: Mayor and City Council 
FROM:  Marcia Glick, City Manager 
DATE: May 17, 2022 
RE: Whiz Bang Days Committee - Event Requests 

BACKGROUND 
The 2022 Whiz Bang Days are scheduled for Thursday, July 7 - Sunday, July 10, 2022.  This is the 74th year 
of the event featuring a variety of activities held at various locations within the city.   

City Council approval is needed for use of city owned locations and for activities having special requirements. 
Event vendors requiring temporary food, beverage and licenses go through the regular City Council approval 
process and, in the past, Council has waived these license fees due to this being a community event. 

Chelsea Sobraske, Whiz Bang Days President, will be at this meeting to give an overview of this year’s 
event(s).  

ANALYSIS/CONCLUSION 
The committee is asking for permission for various activities during the four-day festival. 

The Robbinsdale Lions submitted a temporary foods license application and block party application for their 
outdoor grilling on the Downtown Plaza, Thursday and Friday, July 7 and 8. They are asking to reserve the 
area from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. It is requested that the water fountain be turned off during this time. One 12’ 
x 12’ serving and preparation tent will be used.  

A request for a wood bat softball tournament to be held on Friday, July 8  (4-10 p.m.), and Saturday, July 9 
(7:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.). Times would be adjusted based on the number of teams playing. The committee is 
requesting use of Spanjers Park for those 2 days. The committee does not plan to sell alcohol, but is requesting 
the granting of an alcohol permit for both days allowing participants to bring their own beverages (beer). 

The Block Party will be held on Friday, July 8, 5-9 p.m., on the City leased lot, west of the water tower. The 
City has received appropriate license applications from Travail Kitchen and Amusements who are sponsoring 
the Friday night Block Party. 

On Saturday, July 9, the car show will be on the upper U.S. Bank parking lot from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Also 
on Saturday, there will be a sidewalk sale on the Washburn McReavy parking lot adjacent to 42nd 
Avenue/County Road 9 (West Broadway) from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Washburn McReavy has given their 
approval to the committee. 

The Robbinsdale City Band will hold its traditional band concert on Saturday, July 9th, beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
at Hollingsworth Park. A “Movie in the Park” will follow the concert and end around 11:00 p.m. 

The west side of Hollingsworth Park is requested for use on Saturday, July 9, and Sunday, July 10. A stage 
would be placed in this area for the city band concert Saturday evening and the Robbinsdale Ambassador 
Coronation on Sunday evening. There will also be an Ambassador Reception at Hollingsworth Park prior to 
the start of the parade.  

The Committee is requesting approval to continue the parade tradition on Sunday, July 10 with the parade 
running from 3:00-4:30 p.m. following the same route as the past several years. Set up would begin at 1:00 
p.m. and tear down completed around 5:30 p.m.  Parade staging would be on County Road 8 (West
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The Company shall comply with Minnesota Rules, Part 7819.3300 as it may be amended from time 
to time with respect to abandoned facilities in Public Ways.  The Company shall maintain records describing 
the exact location of all abandoned and retired Gas Facilities within the Public Ways and Public Grounds, 
produce such records at the City’s request and comply with the location requirements of Minnesota Statutes 
§ 216D.04 with respect to all Gas Facilities located in Public Ways and Public Grounds.

SECTION 9. LIMITATION ON APPLICABILITY; NO WAIVER. 

This Ordinance constitutes a franchise agreement between the City and its successors and the 
Company and its successors and permitted assigns, as the only parties. No provision of this  
Ordinance shall in any way inure to the benefit of any third person (including the public at large) so as 
to constitute any such person as a third party beneficiary of the agreement or of any one or more of 
the terms hereof, or otherwise give rise to any cause of action in any person not a party hereto. This  
Ordinance shall not be interpreted to constitute a waiver by the City of any of its defenses of immunity 
or limitations on liability under Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 466. 

SECTION 10. AMENDMENT PROCEDURE. 

Either party may at any time propose that the agreement be amended. This Ordinance may be amended 
at any time by the City passing a subsequent ordinance declaring the provisions of the amendment, 
which amendatory ordinance shall become effective upon the filing of Company's written consent 
thereto with the City Clerk within 90 days after the effective date of the amendatory ordinance. 

B. That the following summary clearly informs the public of the intent and effect of the
ordinance and is approved for publication:  “The purpose of this ordinance is to enter into a
Franchise Agreement with CenterPoint Energy.”

First Reading:  YEAS: 

NAYS: 

Second Reading:      YEAS: 

NAYS: 

Passed by the City Council this _____ day of __________, 2022. 

_____________________________ 
William A. Blonigan, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 
Dustin Leslie, City Clerk 
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Member _______________ moved and Member ________________ seconded a motion that the 
following resolution be read and adopted this 17th day of May, 2022. 

RESOLUTION NO. ____ 

A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING CONTINUING CONCERNS REGARDING THE 
PROPOSED METRO BLUE LINE EXTENSION  

NOT ADDRESSED IN THE ROUTE MODIFICATION REPORT 
 

 WHEREAS, while the Robbinsdale City Council acknowledges that the County Road 81 
alignment for Light Rail Transit through Robbinsdale is the only potential alternative for the 
Hennepin County Commissioners and Metropolitan Council Members with the elimination of  
the BNSF railway corridor (which would have had only 3 at-grade crossings, would have 
contained construction activities within the railroad right-of-way, and had nearly universal 
community support), the City Council continues to have serious concerns regarding the 
potentially devastating impacts to the small commercial footprint in the City of Robbinsdale, 
impact to the historic pedestrian patterns to and from in our walkable downtown area across an 
already widened barrier created when County Road 81 was last rebuilt in 2006, traffic congestion 
and impacts to the historic compacts (limited use agreements for incorporating the city’s 
Lakeland Avenue Frontage Roads for parking and signs) with adjacent businesses and multi-
family developments that  use the excess right-of-way from the original state highway which had 
been turned back to the City of Robbinsdale in the 1980s part of which was retaken by Hennepin 
County through condemnation during said 2006 project reducing available parking for affordable 
Robbinwood Apartments, low income senior Lilac Way Apartments, and Robin Center shopping 
center as well as reducing the buffer area between County Road 81 and the barrier free 
Cunningham Apartments; and  

 WHEREAS, the Robbinsdale City Council believes that the wishes of the people are 
more important than the wishes of corporate giant BNSF and that the Hennepin County 
Commissioners and Metropolitan Council Members should pass resolutions asking federal 
Congressional and Senatorial Representatives to introduce federal legislation incenting and/or 
sanctioning BNSF (if they fail to bargain in good faith) for the placement of the blue line 
extension in the BNSF railway corridor as all parties, including BNSF expected for over a 
decade, because one of the jobs of the Hennepin County Commissioners, the Metropolitan 
Council Members and Congressional and Senatorial Representatives is to speak truth to power; 
and 

 WHEREAS, in its Resolution No. 7951 adopted and submitted to the project team on 
January 18, 2022, the Robbinsdale City Council identified numerous significant issues which 
were acknowledged by the project office but are being put on the back burner for the next 18 
month period when the Environmental Impact Study will focus on many factors including 
impacts to adjacent properties, traffic congestion, impact to the historic fabric of the community, 
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and compare the project to a no-build option; (a list of those acknowledged concerns are 
included as Attachment 1); and 

 WHEREAS, the City of Robbinsdale strongly believes that absent the far superior route 
within the BNSF Corridor (that put light rail within a limited crossing rail corridor with limited 
impact to homes and businesses and traffic both during and after construction), a bus rapid transit 
service within the narrow corridor afforded by County Road 81 in the City of Robbinsdale would 
be a superior end product providing improved, frequent public transportation and minimal 
impact to the historic fabric and promises offered by the City of Robbinsdale to its local 
businesses as well as protecting existing wetlands and storm water ponds; and 
 

WHEREAS, should the conclusion of the next phase of the “18-month” study 
considering Environmental Impacts and Municipal Consent determine that the County Road 81 
alignment is too great an impact to be solved through mitigation, the northwest community will 
have lost valuable time that could have advanced a BRT alternative and will be behind other 
BRT projects moving forward in wealthier communities, similar to the original alignment being 
put behind Southwest LRT;  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ROBBINSDALE, MINNESOTA: 

That while the city council appreciates the value of a public transportation system with frequent 
and predictable boarding times and stations to which a majority of the community could walk, 
roll or bike, there are serious concerns outlined in this document that should be given due 
consideration by Hennepin County Commissioners and Metropolitan Council Members before 
moving forward into the next phase of the project. 

The question was on the adoption of the resolution and upon a vote being taken thereon, the 
following voted in favor thereof:   

and the following voted against the same:  

WHEREUPON SAID RESOLUTION WAS DECLARED DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED 
THIS 17TH DAY OF MAY, 2022. 

 

                                                   ____________________________________ 
       William A. Blonigan, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

 
___________________________________ 
Dustin Leslie, City Clerk 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

Issues Identified In Original City Council Resolution 7951 dated January 18, 2022 
A RESOLUTION RESPONDING TO THE DRAFT ROUTE MODIFICATION REPORT 

FOR THE METRO BLUE LINE EXTENSION PROPOSAL 

Consider these serious concerns as part of any decision to move forward with the project.  

“Project Goals” for redevelopment do not necessarily represent the goals for the City of 
Robbinsdale. While our 2040 Comprehensive Plan identified potential areas for additional housing 
projects, since the plan submission the city has already added 350 multi-family units and another 
110 multi-family units are under construction and there is a proposal (not dependent on future 
LRT) expected to be submitted into the planning process for another 150 multi-family units.  
These additions exceed our projected population growth for 2030 already.  The Robbinsdale City 
Council has identified that the 500 multi-family units plus the 150 unit multi-family project 
at 40th/West Broadway expecting to enter planning this summer have met the city’s expected 
growth. 

Whether the addition of LRT improves commuter options depends on an LRT station being 
constructed near to the timed bus transfer facility currently located adjacent to the BNSF tracks 
and original station location.  Relocating the timed transfer facility nearer to County Road 81 
along with park and ride footprint will take some of the most valuable commercial property in the 
community and convert it to tax-exempt property. Our city footprint is only 2.9 square miles and 
is predominantly residential; our commercial property tax base has been reduced to only 7% of our 
tax base already. The Robbinsdale City Council has observed the trend for commercial office 
properties converting to multi-family housing. Insertion of the LRT Tracks and a station 
platform will push the County Road 81 footprint beyond its current area into adjacent key 
commercial sites. Additionally, the project will seek to site a large footprint park & ride and 
relocate the bus timed transfer facility (currently located ‘behind’ downtown next to the 
railroad tracks) displacing the commercial properties with the highest traffic value visibility 
and highest commercial property value- replacing commercial property with tax-exempt 
properties. 

Upper Robin Shopping Center lost 26 parking spaces in the 2006 County Road 81 project – it is 
expected to lose another 26 parking spaces with this redevelopment. The 2006 reduction in 
parking already led to a major business moving and some shopping center parking for the 
remaining restaurant overflowing into the city hall parking lot and adjacent lower Robin Shopping 
Center. Lower Robin Shopping center is projected to lose 36 parking spaces and additional 
parking just from the width needed for LRT tracks, and not including additional land needed for 
an LRT station.  This is removal of 62 parking spaces from a strip shopping center, how will 
this capacity be replaced? Not every business benefits from LRT. 

The addition of LRT to expand service for some, could be at the expense of existing customers, 
residents and workers who use cars and whose trips do not originate or end near the Blue Line 
Extension corridor. Robbinsdale residents use the local bus route 14 on West Broadway. An 
example is that Hy-Vee is served by Route 14, the closest station would be well over ½ mile away. 
It will be imperative to continue local bus service to destinations between stations on West 
Broadway.  
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The information provided by the project office is that the majority of the project would be 
constructed “within the expanded right-of-way” taken by condemnation in 2006. This width will 
not be sufficient, it will require additional taking in other areas and changes to traffic flow 
(elimination of turn lanes for example) could lead to additional congestion. County Road 9 across 
County Road 81 is a major route for funeral processions from the west to Crystal Lake Cemetery, 
which often holds back traffic movement through multiple signal changes. Winter is also a very 
challenging time for traffic moving east to west and traction issues. There needs to be assurance 
that traffic capacity and flow on CR81 will be sufficient to prevent traffic diversion onto West 
Broadway and in particular to protect the historic 125+ year old downtown area. The proposed 
route is a widening of an already difficult area to cross-particularly seniors with walkers and those 
in wheelchairs. Robbinsdale has requested a project-funded consultant to take a close look at 
the business, traffic, and pedestrian impact concerns. 

The proposed impact to Robin Center narrows the potential redevelopment footprint and restricts 
access, hindering what could be developed in the future. Robin Center is the largest, one-owner, 
potential redevelopment area in Robbinsdale, and the proposed reduction of the developable 
footprint and restriction in access may not be balanced by the addition of an LRT stop. In addition, 
our expectation is that the soils are worse on the east side of Robin Center. Redevelopment of 
Robin Center, in addition to difficulty in finding spots to relocate existing businesses in an 
already full commercial area, will be challenging as the site footprint is narrowed and costs 
to address poor soils. 

Other items noted as “concerns” that will be considered in the Environmental Impact Phase 
While the Metropolitan Council requires identification of all areas where higher density development 
may occur in the Comprehensive Planning exercises, that does not mean that the community of 
Robbinsdale wants to replicate St Louis Park - the Robbinsdale community values its small scale main 
street as evidenced in the TOD overlay district; previous station area planning highlighted the 
preservation of the 1-2 story downtown area. The community of Robbinsdale has not indicated its 
interest in replicating Minneapolis' elimination of parking philosophy. Staff have come to realize that 
the TOD planning effort in the last station area zoning updates, did not take into consideration in 
which land uses benefit from LRT and which uses would NOT realize a reduction of the need for 
parking. Overall reduction of parking requirements need to be revisited and increased depending on 
land use. Even before Hennepin County rebuilt CR81 in 2006, an effort incorporating trees and 
lighting to make adjacent sidewalks/trails more inviting to pedestrians, the community leaders 
invested in the under grounding of overhead electric wires throughout the CR81 corridor - only one 
overhead connection remains. The County-lead, recently completed 3-year project to add ornamental 
trees, native grasses and bushes are just taking hold.)  
How will visual/sound impacts of an elevated track and station at NMHH be mitigated for residential 
area near the hospital? How will sound/vibration for hospital be mitigated? It may be early for answers 
to these questions, but they are vital to the Robbinsdale community to support any possible build.  
There are areas where the construction would extend beyond existing curb line, which would increase 
(with the addition of more impervious surface) overall environmental impacts, including near 35th 
Avenue N where plans show the need to extend into existing wetlands, and the removal of over 300 
trees planted in the last 15 years between Abbott Avenue and Highway 100. The Three Rivers Park 
District trail running the entire length of the corridor has such narrow area available that it shares the 
easterly Lakeland Avenue right-of-way near Crystal Lake. The existing storm water ponds developed 
when CR81 was reconstructed in 2006 are likely to be at capacity, in particular at 36th where in 2021 
the high density development, at county direction, improved and extended the pond to allow addition 
of storm water from the development.  
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