
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
February 16, 2021 

ON LINE MEETING VIA WEBEX 
7:00 p.m. 

 A G E N D A 
  
 

 CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 
 

THE PUBLIC MAY PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING BY EMAILING 
dleslie@CI.ROBBINSDALE.MN.US OR CALLING Dustin Leslie, City Clerk, 
AHEAD OF TIME (no later than 4pm on the date of the meeting) AT 763-531-
1253. THE PUBLIC WILL BE ABLE TO LISTEN BY CALLING +1-312-535-8110 
AND ENTERING ACCESS CODE 177 052 8178. IF PROMPTED, HIT #.  
TO WATCH THIS MEETING ONLINE, GO TO https://ccxmedia.org/ccx-
cities/robbinsdale.   
 
The City Council is meeting as a legislative body to conduct the business of the City according to 
the RULES OF PROCEDURE AND DECORUM OF THE CITY COUNCIL.  Unless so ordered by 
the Mayor, citizen participation is limited to the following times and always within the prescribed 
rules of conduct for public input at meetings. 
 
A)  PUBLIC HEARINGS:  Public hearings are conducted so that the public affected by a proposal 

may have input into the decision.  During hearings, all affected residents will be given an 
opportunity to speak pursuant to the RULES OF PROCEDURE AND DECORUM OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL.   

 
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL ON MATTERS NOT 
ON THE AGENDA  If you would like to address the City Council on an item not on the 
agenda, please call in advance as noted above.  

 
Any member of the public may speak at this time on any item NOT on the agenda.  In 
consideration for the public attending the meeting for specific items on the agenda, this 
portion of the meeting will be limited to fifteen (15) minutes.  Individuals are requested to 
limit their comments to four (4) minutes or less.  If the majority of the Council determines 
that additional time on a specific issue is warranted, then discussion on that issue shall be 
continued under Other Business at the end of the agenda.  Before addressing the City 
Council, members of the public are asked to step up to the microphone, give their name, 
address and state the subject to be discussed.  All remarks shall be addressed to the 
Council as a whole and not to any member thereof.  No person other than members of the 
Council and the person having the floor shall be permitted to enter into any discussion 
without permission of the presiding officer. 

 
Your participation, as prescribed by the Council's RULES, is welcomed and your 
cooperation is greatly appreciated. 

  
1. CITY COUNCIL MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
 
2. ROLL CALL:  Backen, Kline, Webb, Selman, Mayor Blonigan 

 
3. MICROPHONE CHECK:, Backen, Kline, Webb, Selman, Mayor Blonigan 

 

 

mailto:dleslie@CI.ROBBINSDALE.MN.US
https://ccxmedia.org/ccx-cities/robbinsdale
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4. OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL 

ON MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
 

5. APPROVAL OF THE FEBRUARY 16, 2021, MEETING AGENDA 
 

6. CONSENT AGENDA:  Pursuant to Council rules, one motion, non-
debatable, will approve the recommendation noted.  Any member of the 
Council may ask for an item to be taken from the Consent Agenda for 
discussion and separate action.  Such items removed from the Consent 
Agenda shall be considered immediately following approval of the balance 
of the Consent Agenda:  

 
A. Motion to approve and order placed on file minutes of the City 

Council meeting: 
• Council Meeting Minutes on 2/2/2021 
• Regular Work Session Minutes on 2/2/2021 

 
1-7 

 
 

 
B. Motion to receive advisory commission minutes: 

•      Human Rights Commission 10/22/2020 
 

C. Motion to accept the goals session report to be further discussed 
at the March 2, 2021 regular work session. 

 
D. Motion to approve issuance of licenses from list dated 2/16/21. 

 
E. Motion to acknowledge receipt of “A Resolution Supporting a 

New Community Center” from the Robbinsdale Senior 
Commission.”  
 

F. Motion to waive the reading and order the adoption of 
Resolution #__, “A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BIDS AND 
AWARDING CONTRACT FOR PARTIAL ROOF WORKS AT 
THE PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING – CITY PROJECT 100521” 
 

G. Motion to acknowledge receipt of the Electronic Funds Transfer 
Policy and direct the Mayor and City Manager to sign the 
Electronic Funds Transfer Authorization form for 2021 for staff to 
distribute to U.S. Bank and Citizens Independent Bank. 
 

H. Motion to approve appointment of Stephan Papiz as 
Robbinsdale Assistant Weed Inspector for 2021. 
 

I. Motion to approve submission of the 2020 Pay Equity report to 
the State. 

 
 

 
 
 

                   
 

         8-11 
 

 
12-17 

 
 

18-21 
 

22-23 
 

 
 
 
       24-30 
(RES. 29) 
 
 
 
       31-33 
 
 
 
 
            34 
 
 
      35-36 
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7. PRESENTATIONS 

*There are no presentations scheduled.   
 
8. PUBLIC HEARING 

A. On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License for Wicked Wort Brewing 
Company 
1. Hold the public hearing and consider testimony from the 

public. 
2. By motion, approve the issuance of the On-Sale Intoxicating 

Liquor License to Wicked Wort Brewing Company, 4165 
West Broadway, to be valid through December 31, 2021.  

 
37-38 

 
9. OLD BUSINESS 

*There is no old business scheduled  
 
10. NEW BUSINESS 

*There is no new business scheduled  

11. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

A. Motion to approve disbursement requests for period ending 
2/16/2021 

 

39 

12. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
  

13. COUNCIL GENERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
  

14. ADJOURNMENT  
 

______________________________ 
 Marcia Glick, City Manager 

 
 
 

ITEMS PENDING OR UNDER STUDY FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
 
ITEM 

 
DEPARTMENT 
RESPONSIBILITY 

 
ANTICIPATED 
AGENDA DATE 

 

Work Session: Liquor Manager 
 
2nd Reading Zoning Legal Correction 
 
 
Public Hearing for Street 
Improvements 
 
 

 

Liquor 
 
Community 
Development  
 
Engineering 

6:15 3/2/2021 
 

3/2/2021 
 
 

 
      3/16/2021 
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City of Robbinsdale 
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

February 2, 2021 
Meeting No. 3 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
1. Mayor William A. Blonigan called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
2. Present: Selman, Backen, Kline, Webb, Mayor Blonigan 
 Absent: None 
     Staff: Marcia Glick, City Manager; Dustin Leslie, City Clerk; Charnelle Dengnoue, HR 

and Risk Management Specialist; Rick Pearson, Community Development Director; 
Richard McCoy, Public Works Director; Andrew Biggerstaff, City Attorney 

 
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC 
3. Mayor Blonigan opened the floor to anyone wishing to speak on any items not on the agenda.  
 

4. There were no speakers and the mayor closed the session.  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

5. Leslie noted there was an update to Consent Agenda Item D with an additional license and an 
additional application for Old Business A. 
 

6. Member Selman MOVED, seconded by Member Backen to approve the February 2, 
2021 Agenda with the update noted. A roll call was taken: Ayes: Selman, Backen, Kline, 
Webb, Mayor Blonigan; Nays:  None.  The vote was unanimous and the motion carried. 

 
 CONSENT AGENDA 

7. Member Selman MOVED, seconded by Member Kline to approve the February 2, 2021 
Consent Agenda  A roll call was taken:  Ayes: Selman, Backen, Kline, Webb, Mayor 
Blonigan; Nays:  None. The vote was unanimous and the motion carried.   

 
A. Motion to approve and order placed on file minutes of the City Council meeting: 

• Council Meeting Minutes on 1/19/21 
• Special 6:15pm work session minutes of 1/19/21 
• Special 9:15pm work session minutes of 1/19/21 

 
B. Motion to receive advisory commission minutes: 

• Planning Commission 11/19/20 (December meeting canceled) 
• Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Commission 11/24/20 (No December meeting) 

 
C. Motion to affirm the action of the City Manager and support the appointment of 

Dustin Leslie as City Clerk commencing February 2, 2021. 
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D. Motion to approve issuance of licenses from list dated 2/2/21. 

 
E. Motion to acknowledge the Deputy Registrar’s financial reports for the month of 

December 2020. 
 

F. Motion to acknowledge the Robbinsdale Wine & Spirits’ financial reports for the 
month of December 2020. 

 
G. Motion to approve the December 2020 payment for City credit card charges. 

 
H. Motion to authorize modification to the Employee Handbook as noted. 

 
I. Motion to hold the 1st reading of Ordinance No 21- 02 “AN ORDINANCE 

CORRECTING THE LEGAL DESCRIPTION FOR 3883 WEST BROADWAY IN 
CITY CODE SECTION 550.07.” 

 
J. Motion to approve the proposed new sign for Subway at the Robbinsdale Town 

Center, 4080 West Broadway. 
 

K. Motion to acknowledge the financial reports for the quarter ended December 2020. 
 

L. Motion to acknowledge the Investment Report for the quarter ended December 2020. 
 

M. Motion to concur with the recommended adjustment to the City Manager’s 
compensation for 2021 and authorize the Mayor and Mayor ProTem to execute the 
2021 Employee Agreement Supplement shown as Exhibit B. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: Blue Line Citizens Advisory Commission Appointment  
8. Glick presented the staff report. 

 
9. Selman indicated that this appointment would be one of the most important decisions the 

city will make for the next 100 years and someone with a proven track record should fill 
the role. Selman recommended David Ulbrich due to his experience with the Planning 
Commission and noted his consistent attendance. 

 
10. Webb stated there should be equity and new voices for future appointments. 

 
11. Glick reviewed qualifications for each candidate.  

 
12. Selman made a motion to appoint Ulbrich to the CAC, Backen seconded the motion 

 
13. Kline stated he has had no interaction with any of the candidates but agreed with Webb 

that this should be an opportunity to give someone new a voice in the city.  
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14. Blonigan indicated he would vote against the motion due to Ulbrich possessing other 
roles within the city. Blonigan reviewed other candidates’ experience.  

 
15. Backen stated there are new voices in other areas of the city and this is a very important 

appointment due to the ramifications of future policy set by the commission. Further 
argued that the CAC will put forward policy for the next 100 years, so experience is 
necessary. 

 
16. A role call was taken: Ayes: Selman, Backen; Nays: Kline, Webb, Blonigan. The 

vote failed and the motion did not carry. 
 
17. Mayor Blonigan stated he prefers Gene Montanez for the appointment due to his past 

experience. 
 
18. Backen made the motion to appoint Gene Montanez to the CAC. Webb seconded 

the motion. A roll call was taken: Ayes: Backen, Kline, Webb, Blonigan; Nays: 
Selman. The motion carried.  

 
19. Blonigan pointed out that all applicants were qualified for the role and thanked them for 

their interest. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: Ordinance prohibiting the practice of conversion therapy  
20. Glick presented the staff report.  
 
21. Kline noted that he was pleased this has been moved along. Most residents he speaks 

with are surprised this is still going on in the community.  
 
22. Blonigan noted conversion therapy has no scientific basis and is harmful. 
 
23. Moved by Kline second by Webb to Hold the 2nd reading of Ordinance No 21-01 

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CODE CHAPTER 20 TO PROHIBIT 
LICENSED PROVIDERS FROM PRACTICING CONVERSION THERAPY ON 
MINORS AND VULNERABLE ADULTS.” A roll call was taken: Ayes: Selman, 
Backen, Kline, Webb, Blonigan; Nays: None. The vote was unanimous and the 
motion carried. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS: Motion to approve disbursement requests for period ending 
2/2/21. 
24. Moved by Backen second by Blonigan to approve the disbursement requests for 

period ending 2/2/21. A roll call was taken: Ayes: Selman, Backen, Kline, Webb, 
Blonigan; Nays: None. The vote was unanimous and the motion carried. 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
25. Glick welcomed Leslie as the new City Clerk. 
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26. Glick noted she would be testifying the morning of 2/3/21 regarding tax relief on 4D 
housing and how it could hurt the city. Blonigan noted this policy may hurt the city and 
that savings may not even be passed onto residents by the landlords. 

 
27. Glick gave a reminder about the Whizbang Days Show the Love campaign for small 

businesses in the community. 
 
COUNCIL GENERAL COMMUNICATIONS  
28. Webb gave a reminder about the Bird Bash. Best way to access information is to visit the 

7 Dreams Foundation website. Backen and Blonigan echoed statement and discussed 
importance of the event. 

 
29. Kline and Blonigan discussed and gave an overview of the legislative breakfast for other 

members of the council. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
30. Member Kline MOVED, seconded by Member Selman to adjourn the meeting at 

7:45 p.m.    A roll call was taken:  Ayes: Selman, Backen, Kline, Webb, Mayor 
Blonigan; Nays:  None. The vote was unanimous and the motion carried.   

 
 
 
              ______________________________ _____________________________ 
      Dustin Leslie, City Clerk  William A. Blonigan, Mayor 
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ROBBINSDALE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR WORK SESSION MINUTES 

TUESDAY, February 2, 2021 
Web-Ex Meeting 

1. The work session was called to order by Mayor Pro Tem Kline at 7:55 p.m.

2. Councilmembers Present: Kline, Webb, Selman, Backen, Mayor Blonigan

3. Staff Present: Andrew Biggerstaff, City Attorney; Richard McCoy, Public Works
Director; Rick Pearson, Community Development Coordinator; Dustin Leslie, City Clerk;
Marcia Glick, City Manager

Review Crime-Free Housing Next Steps 
4. City Attorney Biggerstaff reviewed changes that Golden Valley recently adopted to

their city code; the Golden Valley code was the template for Robbinsdale’s original
language.

5. Council discussed merits and drawbacks to Crime Free Housing policies. Concerns
raised included equity, city’s ability to work with landlords on problem renters.

6. Glick noted that the suggestion was for the City to remove the lease language
requirements and leave the lease language up to property owners. Attorney Biggerstaff
noted that ordinances such as Robbinsdale’s came about through negligent absentee
property and the tool was created to take away rental licenses from property owners who
were not managing their properties.

7. Kline noted that as a renter, there’s uncertainty about whether an unintentional action
could result in his family looking for a different home.

8. Selman noted that there are also rights of the neighbors who are terrorized by out of
control rental properties.

9. Backen noted that there have been cases where out of control properties resulted in others
moving away.

10. Glick noted that the discussion would continue at next month’s work session. The
moratorium is on the Crime-Free Housing language, not the repeat nuisance regulations
which apply to all residential properties.

11. Glick noted she will upload more information on the City’s website so it is accessible to
council members.

Report from City’s Watershed Commissioner Wayne Sicora 
12. Commissioner Sicora introduced himself to council and staff giving his background and

the work of the being done by both city watershed commissions: Shingle Creek
Watershed and Basset Creek Watershed. Sicora has served as the city representative for
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both Commissions for a number of years; he is a civil engineer and does a lot on water 
resources as well as site developments, light rail, and other civil projects. His 
background in water resources helps to make him a knowledgeable representative for the 
city. 

13. The watersheds meet monthly.  Projects coming up for Crystal Lake include a recent
management plan in addition to the alum treatment plan. An alum application is planned
this year to help cap pollutants at the bottom of the lake and also a carp removal plan for
2021.  These actions while clearing the water will also result in more vegetation growing
and the need to monitor invasive species. The Twin-Ryan flow is being modeled to see
how storms flow through; working on some implementation plans. On the south side in
Basset Creek watershed includes Sochacki Park and its pond systems, with an
assessment of the water bodies, public interaction, and developing a plan for the system.

14. There was discussion on the Minneapolis run-off into Crystal Lake and restricted
pumping out of Crystal Lake. Sicora was aware of both Robbinsdale’s issue and the
problems Minneapolis has in flooding in their area. The Ryan Lake connection and study
of hydrology of the water flow is something Robbinsdale can control. Should
Minneapolis be required to take more flow their system lacks capacity. The possibility
of State funding to help increase the holding capacity in Minneapolis was discussed;
Sicora noted that there are a lot of choke points in the Minneapolis storm sewer system.
Sicora noted it’s easier to effect water flow in lakes/creeks than in storm sewer systems.

15. Selman noted 30% of the water that comes into Crystal Lake comes from Minneapolis;
looking for Minneapolis to help reduce the flow from that direction. Sicora shared that
Minneapolis is working on developing water detention areas and improving the water
quality of the flow.

16. Glick inquired on whether there was an opportunity for the Shingle Creek watershed to
look at the issue of cattails flowing from one area downstream and channel maintenance.
Sicora noted a sub-watershed analysis could be identified as having a need for more
aggressive maintenance and the possibility of grant money.

Cattail removal project on Twin-Ryan Lake connection 
17. McCoy pointed out that the cattail grown not only affects Robbinsdale, but other

surrounding communities are impacted by the water storage capacity impacts. McCoy
noted that Glick’s interview in the Star Tribune garnered attention from organizations all
over the country and that Robbinsdale is receiving suggestions of how this problem
could be addressed.

Information on the City’s efforts on Environmental Stewardship 
18. McCoy summarized a spreadsheet included in the packet outlining steps implemented

over the past 20 years to improve the City’s environmental stewardship. Backen and
Blonigan remarked on how well the city is doing and recommended publicizing
environmental accomplishments.

19. Blonigan indicated he would still like to have a firm that does a free energy audit come
in to see if there are more measures the city can take to reduce energy use.  McCoy had

6
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spoken with Apple Valley, which recently undertook an audit, and found that 
Robbinsdale had already completed many of the suggested measures. Glick stated that 
the city has made several improvements, and while a lot has been done, staff will find a 
firm that offers this free energy use review for the City Hall and Public Safety buildings. 

Monthly Problem Properties Update 
20. Pearson reviewed the handout and discussed problem properties. The Council focused

on Walgreens and discussed options for getting the business into compliance.

21. Pearson noted that he had seen an increase in inquiries about creating duplexes
throughout the city. It was noted that two-family dwellings on small lots often had issues
with lack of off-street parking.

Discuss Goal Session on January 23, 2021 
22. Glick reported that the consultant had provided rough notes from the session. Glick will

clean up the report and distribute to the City Council. Anticipate that at the March 2nd

work session there would be discussion on next steps related to the 31 priorities
identified.

Other Business 
23. Backen announced he will be logging in remotely while out of town. Selman will be

following up on any constituent contacts during this time.

24. Glick raised the prospect of plexiglass dividers for council members as observed being
used in the City of Crystal’s council chambers. Council members indicated their space is
ok and concern is ample space for distancing between audience members.

25. Blonigan noted that Glick is the only City Manager he could recall that did not have an
Assistant City Manager. Glick reviewed the history and pointed out that the job tasks
have been split up among other employees but the issue can be looked at in the future.

26. Kline noted he had been contacted about a “No Wake” issue on Twin Lake. Glick
confirmed that the Park, Recreation and Forestry Commission would be conducting city-
wide listening sessions on recreational water uses.

27. Glick noted there would be a press release from Police Chief Foley regarding a self-
inflicted incident at Sanborn Park.

ADJOURNMENT 
28. Mayor Pro Tem Kline adjourned the work session at 8:06 p.m.

__________________________  
Dustin Leslie, City Clerk Tyler Kline, Mayor Pro Tem 
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